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The invention of the national park 
system, said author Wallace Stegner, 
was America’s best idea: “absolutely 

American, absolutely democratic, they 
reflect us at our best rather than  
our worst.” 

In his six-part documentary, filmmaker 
Ken Burns told the story of this big idea, 
noting that we take for granted this unique 

American thing called national parks, just 
as we take for granted the air we breathe 
and the water we drink. 

“Great sections of our natural landscape 
set aside not for kings, or the very rich,” 
wrote Burns, “but for everyone, for  
all time.”

For the past century, people have shared 
experiences with family, friends and 
strangers in the more than 400 park units 

(totaling 84 million acres) that make up the national park system: 
passing on a love of land and place to the next generation. 

On August 25, 2016, the National Park Service — the federal 
agency charged with managing and protecting park units 
throughout the United States — turned 100 and kicked off a 
second century of stewardship of America’s national parks.

Georgia’s national treasures
Georgia is blessed with ten national park units: three historic 
sites, three monuments, one recreation area, one seashore, one 
battlefield park and one military park. 

In 2012, about 5.8 million people visited the three national parks 
in metro Atlanta: Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area 
(CRNRA), Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park and 
Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site. 

Ranking in the top thirty most-visited national parks in the 
country, the CRNRA annually offers recreation to 3.2 million 
people on an iconic waterway that was named the first national 
water trail in 2012. With 6,500 acres, the CRNRA also provides 
two-thirds of all the protected green space in metro Atlanta. 

At Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s Annual Patron Dinner on 
September 28, we will honor two national park superheroes: 
Ambassador Andrew Young who in 1974 introduced legislation 
in Congress to create the CRNRA and Superintendent Bill Cox 
who manages our river park today. 

One hundred years ago, the great conservationist Teddy 
Roosevelt could imagine all of us when he protected millions 
of acres for future generations. While we enjoy the fruits of his 
vision, we must do all we can to ensure that these places will 
continue to provide inspiration and connections for the  
next century. 

America’s Best Idea Turns
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A publication of Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (CRK)

CRNRA Environmental 
Education Coordinator Jerry 
Hightower inspires students by 
taking them into the park to 
learn about the wildlife at  
close range.
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Among the perks of my job 
is that I get to work on Lake 
Lanier an entire day every 
month from April to October. 

With the help of student 
interns, I take water samples 
at ten locations around the 
lake and log nearly 60 miles 
on our patrol boat. In the past 
six years, we’ve conducted 
55 monitoring trips and 
have sent more than 700 
samples to a UGA lab, all 
in compliance with federal 
protocols. 

As much as I love being on the water, this 
monitoring program can be demanding given 
the long days, heat and pop-up thunderstorms. 
I remind myself of the enduring importance of 
building a long-term record to ensure that our 
lakes stay clean. (CRK has a similar program 
on West Point Lake.)

High levels of chlorophyll a caused by 
nutrients flowing into the water from 
agricultural and industrial sites, sewage 
plants, septic systems and fertilized lawns can 
cause algae blooms. Eight years ago, our data 
showed increasing chlorophyll levels on Lake 
Lanier, which led to a plan to reduce pollutants 
in the watershed before minor problems can 
grow into big ones — as they have in Florida  
this year. 

Guacamole, death stench 
and toxic: these graphic 
terms have been used to 
describe the devastating 
algae blooms in Florida’s 
Lake Okeechobee which have 
flowed into rivers and coastal 
waters. The green sludge 
that can be seen by NASA 
satellites has killed fish, 
closed beaches and left once 
popular tourist destinations 
looking like ghost towns. 

While Okeechobee often 
experiences warm-weather 
algae blooms, this year’s 

situation is much worse, both because of 
heavy rains and permissive policies that have 
allowed mega-agricultural operations to dump 
into the lake for decades. 

With nutrient standards in place for many 
Georgia lakes, including Lanier and West 
Point, we have the tools to keep them clean; 
however, only continuous, systematic 
monitoring will keep these tools sharp. 

This is Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s job. Our 
team will be on Lanier and West Point every 
month from spring to fall to test the water for 
all of us. 

Ref lect ions

Riverkeeper
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“I live near the mouth of Proctor Creek, about a mile from the Chattahoochee. There is so much potential 
for Proctor Creek. I was available to do something, so I have been volunteering with the Proctor Creek 
Stewardship Council, Groundwork Atlanta, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance, and Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper to improve my community.

My big focus right now is working to see that the Chattahoochee Brick site (near the river) does not 
become an industrial site endangering the Chattahoochee. Instead it should be a memorial for the 
people* who died there and a place where my neighbors can experience nature.”

         – Donna Stephens

*After the Civil War, thousands of African-American men were arrested, many for arbitrary crimes, and 
forced to work as convict labor in horrific conditions at places such as Chattahoochee Brick Co.
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Jason on Lake Lanier with a Van Dorn sampler.
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Chicken Processor to Treat Stormwater 
In 2009, CRK began monitoring 
high levels of bacteria in 
Gainesville’s Flat Creek, a tributary 
to Lake Lanier. By 2013, we had 
narrowed the source to storm 
drains at two poultry processing 
plants – Pilgrim’s Pride and 
Mar-Jac – where bacteria levels 
were 10,000 times the federally-
recommended level, when it 
rained. We presented our findings 
to the U.S. EPA which conducted 
inspections at both facilities. In 
2015, the federal agency fined 
Pilgrim’s Pride $65,000 for failing 
to comply with clean water laws. 
Importantly, the company is now 
investing $1 million in major 
changes to its facility to pre-treat 
and then redirect all polluted 
stormwater to the city’s sewage 
system. We expect EPA to fine  
Mar-Jac later this summer. 

Developer Shut Down After Cutting Trees 
Using our online Report a 
Problem system, a fisherman 
notified CRK about a possible 
buffer violation along the river 
in the Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation Area. Our 
investigation revealed that a home 
builder in the city of Sandy Springs 
had illegally cut down trees next to 
the Chattahoochee. We immediately 
reported the violation to city 
authorities, who placed a mandatory 
stop work order on the project until a 
protective vegetative buffer could be 
reestablished. To report a problem, 
visit chattahoochee.wufoo.com/
forms/report-a-problem/

Keeping Dirt Out of Lake Lanier  
In recent months, CRK investigated 33 
construction sites in Hall, Forsyth and White 
Counties that appeared to be out of compliance 
with erosion control laws; all of these sites 
ultimately drain into Lake Lanier, either directly 
or through tributaries. Our efforts resulted in 
enforcement actions by local governments at 21 
of the sites where best management practices 
were lacking, but needed, to keep eroded soil 
and sediment from polluting local waterways and 
downstream property. 

Nuclear Plant to be Studied 

Georgia Power Company (GPC) has 
received approval to spend $99 million of 
customer billing revenue by mid-2019 to 
explore the development of a nuclear power 
plant on the Chattahoochee approximately 
20 miles south of Columbus. GPC will study 
the economic viability and environmental 
impacts of building a plant on thousands of 
acres that it owns in rural Stewart County. 
Nuclear plants consume vast amounts of water 
and CRK is concerned that such a facility will 
add significant, additional stress to the river, 
especially during low flows, drought conditions.
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Sewer Leak in Newnan Creek Stopped
CRK’s water monitoring staff based in 
LaGrange found a leaking sewer line when 
they sampled Wahoo Creek, a tributary 
to the Chattahoochee that flows through 
the city of Newnan. City crews responded 
quickly and fixed that problem; however, 
ongoing sampling by staff and volunteers 
upstream of this site indicates that there may 
be other sources contributing to the elevated 
bacteria levels. See www.chattahoochee/
neighborhood-water-watch.org and 
contact Hannah Bradford at hbradford@
chattahoochee.org to volunteer in the Middle 
Chattahoochee region. 

Gas Line Installation Leads to Sewage Spill 
A resident in Atlanta's Ansley Park 
neighborhood noticed milky, smelly 
water in the stream that flows through 
Winn Park. A chance conversation with 
Sally Bethea, CRK’s founding riverkeeper, 
led to stream sampling by CRK that 
confirmed high bacteria levels. The city 
responded quickly and found multiple 
locations where a sewer pipe had been 
damaged during the installation of a 
gas line, allowing sewage to flow via a 
storm drain into the creek. Our weekly 
monitoring indicates that other pollution 
sources are likely and we will continue to 
monitor the situation. 



Sheila Simmons is not big on heights. 
When we conducted her Neighborhood Water Watch training, 
she barely wanted to look down from the bridge at the corner 
of Burbank and MLK Jr. Drives in Atlanta to toss her sampler 
into Proctor Creek — but she did it anyway. 

“People were just littering 
entirely too much along the 
creek. There was a need,” 
she says. 

Since then, Sheila has 
been a non-stop force for 
Proctor’s reclamation, 
overcoming countless 
hurdles and even recruiting 
her parents, Queen and 
Floyd, in her work. Sheila 
exemplifies dedication.

When CRK asked the 
community for help, Sheila 
was the first resident to 
volunteer to collect water 
samples from the troubled 
creek. She collected her 
first water sample in 2012, but her parents say that her 
commitment to Mozely Park goes back much further: “As a 
child, she used to go next door and tell the neighbors to clean 
up their properties.” 

Sheila responds that her parents were a major influence, 
“I first watched them volunteer in the community.” The 
Simmons family has been active in the community since they 
helped establish Mozely Park in the 1950s. 

Together with her parents, Sheila has collected more than 130 
samples at their creek site and helped locate and stop two 

sewage spills. Sheila wants 
people to know, “You can 
make this a better place 
by taking care of your 
environment.”

It’s this kind of dedication 
that makes CRK so 
optimistic about the 
future. Thanks to the 
work of CRK volunteers, 
like Sheila and her 
family, there are similar 
stories throughout the 
Chattahoochee watershed. 
We can clearly see the 
positive impacts of  
your work!

To learn about CRK’s 
Neighborhood Water Watch program, see www.chattahoochee.
org/our-work/water-monitoring/neighborhood-water-watch/.  
To volunteer in the Atlanta area, contact Mike Meyer at 
mmeyer@chattahoochee.org.
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A Passion for Shoalies and the Chattahoochee

A small but passionate group of 
people care deeply about fishing  
 for shoal bass on the middle 

section of the Chattahoochee River, 
where it forms the border between 
Georgia and Alabama. 

This feisty member of the sunfish family 
is a rare and unique species of bass that 
depends on a swift current and rocky 
shoals, often hard to find due to the 
dozen dams on the Chattahoochee. Native 
to only a handful of rivers and streams in 
Georgia, eastern Alabama and northern 

Florida (primarily the Chattahoochee and 
Flint Rivers), the shoal bass is considered 
vulnerable throughout its range. 

All this makes the fishing that much more 
special for Jody Simms, a local fisherman 
and photographer who makes his living 
as a stone mason.  

“There’s just something special about 
this little stretch of river and the fishing” 
says Jody, a lifelong resident of Lanett, 
Alabama and passionate advocate for 
the protection of shoal bass and the 
Chattahoochee River. 

Just about every Saturday and Sunday 
morning, you can find Jody with a fishing 
pole in hand and his camera beside him 
at the ready. Fishing for shoal bass is his 
reason to be there: “You know when you 
got [one]; they’ll pull about ten times 
faster than anything else.” 

Capturing the River’s Spirit 
Along with fishing, Jody has garnered 
a following for the photos he shares of 
the Chattahoochee River in his “home 
stretch” between two historic spillways, 
known locally as Langdale Dam and Crow 
Hop Dam. 

Whether it’s an early morning photograph 
with mist rising off the water and 
silhouettes of tangled driftwood, or an 
in-the-moment shot of a friend reeling in a 
“shoalie,” Jody captures the river in a way 
that only someone who has grown up and 
lived with it their whole life can. 

“My friends always put shoal bass back. 
We respect the river, respect the fish;  
we always put them back where  
they belong.” 

Volunteer Rock Stars: Sheila Simmons and Family

Jody Simms checks his fishing gear on a summer morning on the Chattahoochee River near Langdale Dam in Valley, AL.

Sheila, Queen and Floyd Simmons are committed to Atlanta’s Mozely Park.

“My friends always put shoal 
bass back. We respect the river, 
respect the fish; we always put 
them back where they belong.” 



Thank you to all our members and donors for helping us keep watch over our waters!
River Benefactor  
($10,000 and up)
Aveda Corporation
Amy and Kenton Brown
Anonymous
Anonymous
Callaway Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Colonial Pipeline Company
JST Foundation
Patti and Don Ross
Ray C. Anderson Foundation
REI
Sartain Lanier Family  
     Foundation, Inc.
The Coca-Cola Company
Tull Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Turner Foundation
United Distributors
UPS
Thomas Woolford

River Defender  
($5,000 - $9,999)
City Of Atlanta
City of LaGrange
Google
Judy and Walter Hoyt
Isdell Family Foundation
Live Nation
Manheim Georgia
Novelis Inc.
Price Gilbert Jr. Charitable Fund
Southwire Company
The Home Depot Foundation
The Ida Alice Ryan Trust
Anonymous
Van Michael Salon (Buckhead)
Van Michael Salon (Norcross)
Van Michael Salon (Sandy Springs)

River Advocate 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Aria Salon, Inc.
Aveda Southeast
Anonymous
Cadmus Design Build
Captain Planet Foundation
David Shaffer
Delta Air Lines, Inc.
EarthShare of Georgia
Hawkins Foundation
Interface, Inc.
Republic Services
True Salon, Inc.
Van Michael Salon  
     (Virginia Highlands)
Weed Man Lawn Care
WEG Electric Corp

River Conservator  
($1,000-$2,499)
Aquascape Environmental
Beverly and John Baker
Bambu Salon and Spa, LLC
Deborah and David Barnhart
Brown & Caldwell
David Cofrin and Christina  
     Tryba-Cofrin
Craig Stewart Salon

Elachee Nature Science Center
Jane Fonda
Georgia Transmission Corporation
Graves Foundation
Abby and Gerard Gunthert
Joan and Bill Hoffman
Henry Howell
Ken Willis Inc.
Marcia and Richard Jacobson
Mary Anne and Jaime Lanier
Mitigation Management
Jackie and Tony Montag
Mountain High Outfitters
Network for Good
ORTEC
Paul Hastings, LLP
R2T, Inc
Salon Carcica
Salon Venessa, Inc.
Sandy Springs Society
Mary Schrepfer
Serenbe Development Corp
Snellings Walters Insurance      
     Agency
Austin Stephens
The Conservation Fund
The Richard C. Munroe  
     Foundation
Vibe Kayaks
Krist and Ben Voyles
Weissman, Nowack, Curry &  
     Wilco, P.C.

River Patron  
($500-$999)
Atlanta Rowing Club
Debbie and Jess Austin
Blue Heron Nature Preserve
Boutte's Tree Company
Kara and Merle Campbell
Charter Bank
Chattahoochee Parks  
     Conservancy
City of Sugar Hill
Clayton Distributing Co., Inc.
Lynne and John Harris
Hutchinson - Traylor Insurance
Jabian Cares
LaGrange - Troup County  
     Chamber of Commerce
Mainstreet Community Service  
     Association Inc.
North Georgia Label
Robert Price
Gil Rapley
Michaeline and Ed Roland
Cathy and Art Rollins
Salesforce.com Foundation
Salon Lafaye
Sewon
Denise and Tony Smith
David Stockert and Cameron  
     P. Ives
The Outside World
The Outside World (Columbus)
University Of North Georgia
US Water Alliance
Voya
West Point Development Authority

Friend of the River 
($250-$499)
Adams Landscaping Group
Advanced Drum
Arborserv, Inc.
Aria Salon Forsyth LLC
Neal Audet
Eleanor Beavers
Jeri Breiner
Gail and David Chester
Coll'Age Hair Design
Collier Hills Civic Association
Jim Crowley
Downtown LaGrange  
     Development Authority
Elle Salon on the Square
Emerson Unitarian Universalist  
     Congregation, Inc.
Fayette County Extension/4-H
First United Methodist Church    
     Cub Scout Pack 21
Walter Hall
Jewell Harper
Natalie and Philip Holloway
Hyde Family Foundations
Diana Kafka
Kayne Anderson Capital  
     Advisors Foundation
Emily Kolbinsky
LaGrange Academy
Lloyd Presbyterian Church
Fran and Steve O’Day
Peachtree Heights East  
     Neighborhood Association
Point University
River Run Management LLC
Shelley Hughes and Blair 
Schmidt-Fellner
Sears Pool Management
The Benevity Community  
     Impact Fund
The Home Depot
Troup County Extension
Vanason's Hair Salon, Inc.
W. Daly Salon and Spa, Inc.

River Supporter  
($100-$249)
Rachel and Russell Abercrombie
Richard Albee
Carol and Tom Alvis
Melinda and Dale Anderson
Felicia Andrew
Meg and Casey Baer
Honey and Alan Barnes
Bauman Family
Bellmere Garden Club
Rob Bohn
Christine Boldt
Roberta and Richard Bondi
Christine and Charlie Bradley
Marcia Brelsford
Laura and Sam Breyfogle
Bill Brooksher
Buford Lanier Woman's Club
John Burns
Daniel Caplan
Karen and Scott Carstens
Emmye and Mitch Cherry

Debra and Rea Clark
Clouse Family
Community Management  
     Associates, Inc.
Peter Conlon
Sean Cox
Jane Alice Craig
Fran Cullen
Mark Dessommes
Cristina and Michael Diaz
Mary Doll
Johanna and Adrian Drost
Sandi and David Dunbar
Sue Dunlap
Dunwoody Women's Club
Ken Durand
Paul Durrence
Stephanie and Robert Earley
Robert Eidson
Suanne Ellis
Ens & Outs
John and Jill Federico
Susan Ferguson
Friendship Force Of Greater  
     Atlanta
Emilie and Richard Friese
Kathy and Robert Fuller
Mary and Richard Gerakitis
Judith and Kenneth Gregg
Griffith Family
Sue Harmon
Anne-Renee Heningburg
Andrew Hill
Hillside Montessori
Maxwell Holder
Patrick Horgan
Don Horne and Cynthia Adamson
Mary Humphries
International Erosion  
     Control Association
Moshe Jacobson
Ginny Johansmeier
Mary Beth and Ben Jordan
Candice and Craig Kalin
Keep Troup Beautiful
Susan Kenny
Kathy and Russell King
Margaret Koch
Walter Kruger and Sandy  
     Stewart-Kruger
LaGrange College
Phillip Lee
Bobby Lee
Luna's Restaurant
Georgann and David Lyons
Ginny Marchant
Brad Marsh and Elizabeth  
     Obenshain
Rhonda and Lonny Martin
McClung Family
Karen and John McHugh
Ahmed Moinuddin
NLA Atlanta OPCO, Inc
Catherine and Dudley Ottley
Peachtree Garden Club
Joanne Peeler
Megan and Tripp Penn
Helen and Sam Perry

Karen and Joel Piassick
Christy and John Prendergast
Matthew Purdie and Danielle  
     Conroy
Joseph Ramion
Terri Ratchford
Connie Reinke
Bill Roper
Louise and Edwin Rothberg
Joselyn and James Schutz
Cheryl Shaw
Ric Smith
Mark Soll
David Stennett and Cynthia Oneill
Janet and Jim Stockslager
Charles Stripling
Denise and Jim Suddes
Camm and Judith Swift
Simone and Ian Tapp
TerraCare Landscaping Inc.
The News & Banner
The Opportunity Group, Inc.
Sara and Robbie Tomblin
Pat and L.W. Tucker
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Vernon Woods Retirement  
     Community Inc.
Kathie and Richard Vickers
Barbara Vlasz
Robert Vogelei
William Watts
Joel Wooten
Julie Yamamoto
Michelle and Michael Young
Susan and Arnold Zweig

New and  
Renewing Donors  
(0-$99)
Christopher Adams
Sylvia Agee
Dale Albee
Carolina Aldridge
Shannon Alexander
Earnest Allen
Gail Allen
Kelly Allen
Joyce Allen
Joseph Alonso
Wayne Ambroze
Pegi Amend and Bob Buschman
Anazao Salon
Alicia Anderson
Ben Anderson
Paul Anderson
Ann Anderson
Sheila and William Anderton
Nina Andruzzi
Jan and Mike Angstadt
Carolyn Appen
Elizabeth Appleby and Jesus  
     Pineda-Ponce
Arnco-Sargent School
Bethany and Thomas Atkinson
Brian Aton and Meagan Folks
Awaken Salon & Spa
Dennis Baldauf
Balderas Family
Andrew Beckett and Kayla  
     Ballenger
Lisa Barber
Audrey Barrett
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Angela and Brent Barton
Eddie Barton Joyner
Lisa Barwick
Roni and Dan Batchelor
Charlene Baxter
Joanna and Paul Baxter
Martin Bay
Danny Beasley
Eric Beck
Candace Beck
Natalie and Robert Beckwith
Ashley and Daniel Bellamy
Tonya Bellamy
Charles Bennett
Isaac Berrios
Billy Betz
Ryan Bjork
Chris Blackman
Megan Blythe
Jason Bodwell
Donna Born
Ron Bourne
Zoretta and Philip Bowman
Susan Boyd
Daron Boys
Matt Bracewell and Wendy  
     Creek
Amy Bradford
Margaret and Stuart Bramwell
Jessica Branch
Brazenworx, Inc.
Blake Bridges
Lisa and Star Bridges
Bright Funds Foundation
Lynda and Joff Brock
Billy Brooksher
Claire Brown
Aaron Broyles
Ruth and Robert Bruner
Laurie and Tom Buckley
Michael Buckley Buckley
Pamela Burns
Dee and Bob Cable
Emily Caldwell
Charlie Caldwell
Lisle and Dan Calhoun
Marianne and Edward Callaway
Pat Calmes
Keira Camillo
Julie Campbell
Hezekiah Cannady
Dianne Cannestra
Allen Carlson
Marolyn Carlson
Scott Carlton
Bruce Carraway
Justin Cartee
Mike Caruso
Katherine Case Belden
Chris Cassell
Larry Castillo
Steven Cayton
Jane and Mike Celovsky
Andrea Cesare
Seth Chapman
Stan Chernov
Lydia Cherry
Percy Chewning
Sue and Tim Chisholm
Rohit Chitre
Diane Christian
Jan Christian
William Clark
Brooks Clay
Julie Clements
David Clicknes and Ben Stone
Jennifer Clifford

Laurie Cloud
Lori and Ken Cohen
Rick Cohen
Stewart Colby and Leslie Basset
Anna and Jason Cole
Sally and Thomas Colkett
Linda and Steve Collins
Edith Collins
Eric Conder
Reid Riley and Michele  
     Connolly Riley
Jarrett Cook
Susan Copeland
Julie Cotter
Bruce Cotterman
Annie Couch
Michael Coulter
Vanessa and Ian Cowie
Bill Cox
Randi and Roger Cox
Anne and William Crawford
Eduardo Crespo and  
     Cinthia Debatin
Gary Crowder
Alex Crumpler
Becky and Donald Custis
Julie Cutler
Mary Lou Dabbs
Kommerina Daling
Ruthel Darvas
Martine De Proost Ford
Ed Decker
Barry DeKreek
Ryan Demaeyer
Kendra Devane
Gayle Devereaux
Cynthia Devine
Margery Diamond
Leslie Diehl
Amy Donahue
David Donahue
Ruth and Ed Doss
Matthew Downs
Doug Drives
Mary and Andrew Dugenske
Tammy Duthie
Kathleen and Dutch Earle
Kathleen Earp
Susan Edgett
Brian Ego
Jean Ellis
Nancy Emmons
Thomas Emory
Allison Ericson
Ben Esser
Erin and Jeremy Evans
Lauren and Pride Evans
Jason Everett
Michael Fedack
Drew Ferguson
Nicole Feriancek
Paulina Fernandez
Camie Fetz
Randy Ficarrotta
Andrew Fine
Linda Finn
Joann Fischer
Ginger Florey-Powell
Michael Fogas
Joshua Fogas
Jessica Folds
Denise and John Forbes
Casey Fraser
Morgan Fray
Linda and Frank Frederick
Jody Free
Judy Freeman

Joan Frierson
Carl Fuller
Joshua Fuller
Diana Gafford
Neil Gaines
Judy and Doug Galles
Craig Ganssle
Ethan Garner
Mary Garrett
Patricia Garrett
Vickie Gassman
GE Foundation
Brad Genchi
Renee Gerrish
Robert Gipaya
Judy and John Girardeau
Barry Glading and Rosemary Kelly
Scott Goggans
Kris and Wilson Golden
Robin Golivesky
Kevin Gooding
Peter Gordon
Matthew Gore
Kathy Gosselin
Kyle Grambley
Wendy Green
Christopher Green
Ron Green
Ed Griffin
Daniel Guidot
Annie Gunthorpe
Elizabeth Guyton
Franz Halaschek-Wiener
Jason Hall
Beth Hall
Lisa Hamilton
David Hamilton
Katie and Bob Hamlin
Jamie Hanley
Binz and Ryan Hansen
Kyle Hansen
Chad Hansen
Kelly Harbac
Uli and Jim Hardy
Jim Hardy
Sophie and Ian Harkins
Richard Harper
Regina Harper Odom
Charles Harrison
Brian Hart
Jen and Matt Hauser
Sara and Jason Hawker
Darlene Hawksley
James Hemmings
Russell Henderson
Patsy Hensley
Nathan Hermance
Gail Herzich
Amanda Hickman
Julie Higbee
Paul Higgs
Donna Hill
Michael Hill
Elizabeth Hillick
Nancy and Elvin Hilyer
Robert Hoffman
Cassandra Hoffmann
Patrick Hoffmann
Fran Holland
Carol Holliday
Christy Holloway
Claire Hollstrom
Crystal Hong
Yue Hou
Tom Howick
Bob Hudgens
Veronica and Michael Humphrey

Max Hurndon
Hurndon Family
M. Carol Hurtado
Calle and Bryan Hutchinson
Jaclyn Huynh
Kellie Iannone
IBM Corporation
Lee Irminger
Isabelle and Bryan Jacob
Alicia and Hal Jacobs
Kira Jacobs
Dale Jaeger
Anna and Bryan Janflone
Matt Janus
Balinda Jimenez
Johnny's New York Style Pizza  
     (West Point)
Jeanne and Stephen Johnson
Mary Johnson
Landy and David Johnson
Leslie and Church Johnson
Patrick Johnson
Julie and Bob Jones
Will Jones
Brenton Jones
Emily Jones
Deborah Jones
Joseph & Friends
Joseph & Friends III, Inc.
Janet and Thomas Junod
Nia Junod
Doug Kallman
Sharon Kane
Beth and Craig Katt
Carl Kays
Kat Kelly
Nora Kelly
Cindy Kelly
Ethel Kelman-Veit
Alan Kendall
Jessica Kendall
Jim Kennedy
Heather and Joshua King
Carl Kirkpatrick
Dow Kirkpatrick II
Harriet and Kip Kirkpatrick
Chris Knight
Kona Ice Of LaGrange
Diane and Gene Korzeniewski
Hannah Kraar
Aliya Kraar
Claudia Krucher
Meagan and Ryan Lafferty
Tony LaJoe
Dorothy Lancaster
Gayle Lasco
Morandi and Todd Lawrence
Dominique and Bryan Lawton
Mandy Lebowitz
Courtney and Nathan Lee
Dawn Lee
Scott Lee
Elizabeth Lehman
Leslie Leonard
Stuart Lester
John Leverett
Larry Lewis
Katherine and Joseph Liang
Matthew Lieberman
Sheila Lindsey
Lucas Linhares
Rashan Linton
Robert Lloyd
Cheryl and Larry Lobaugh
Simon Locke
Mark Logan
Jesse Logan

Ryan Long
Emilie and Scott Long
Thomas Long
Larry Long
Will Looney
Michael Looney
Virginia Lord
Jan Lorenc
Paul Lorenc
Sue and Bill Lott
Terry Love
Mathew Lovell
Ellen and Steve Lovenguth
Nancy Lovingood
Mary Lovings
Lesley Lowe
Jennifer Lynch
Dan Mahlbacher
Daniel Maldonado
Lynn Mallamace
Mallory Family
Katy Malo
Mary Manson
Marsha Manswell
Susan and Scott Marshall
Lewis Marshall
Keith Marshall
Tyler Marshall
Alex Marshall
Jennifer Martin
David Martin
Joshua Mason
Cydne Mayberry
Susan Mayne
Keneecha Mays
Gayle McAllister
Rachel McArthur
Rachel and Chris McBride
Cherie McCain
Mary and Michael McCarthy
Cynthia Mccollough
Phil Mccollough
Martin McConaughy
Kevin Mceachron
Robert Mcewin
Jared McFarlin
Bill McGoldrick
Victoria McHugh
Lynn McIntyre
Maiben Mckinley
Strphanie Mckinnell
Glaucia and Duncan McLauchlan
Jacqueline McRae
Maxwell McRae
Kendall Mcrae
Connor Mcrae
Marian Mendenhall
John Menzel
Phyllis Mercer
Emily Merkle
Suzanne Mertens
Gabrielle Micale
Chris Miller
Barbara Mills and  
     George Geeslin
Jamie Mitchell
Lisa Mitchell
Peter Montgomery
James Moore
Katie Moore
Marcus Morelli
Chris Morphis and Mollie Barnes
James Morris
Lora Morse
Tammy Mosley
Scott Moss
Amelie Moutoux

6 River CHAT



Clair and Thomas Muller
Lamar Mullis
Casey and Jason Mummaw
Clarissa Mutfwang
Paul Myers
James Parker Nelson
Teresa Nelson
Ann Newman
Ally Newman
Nicholas Norris
Marian and Nelson Northcutt
Ray Nowland
Gina Oddo Lowe
Charlie Joe Olson
Olatide Omojaro
Reyna Orozco
Delorean Ostrom and  
     Mandy Ulseth
John O'Sullivan
John Ottley
Dr. and Mrs. Charles S. Otto
Salvadore Palermo
Pamela and William Papciak
Jason Parker
Jignesh Patel
Luis Pauda
Carl Paul and Janie Williams-Paul
Joey Paul
Elizabeth Paulos
Frank Payne
Nikolina Payne
Martin Pearson and Beth  
     Kosman
Edward Perrow
Katherine Peters
Lynda and Richard Petryczanko
Patrick Phelps
Zeke Phillips
Robyn and Bruce Pichler
Dita Pickering
Libba and William Pickren
Jan Pierce
John Pinyerd
Nancy and Lendy Poole
Rosie and Bob Popp
Karen Porch
Colin Porter
Kelsey Pratt
Kathy Puder
Kimberly Putnam
Amy and Phil Qualter
Imy Rach
Benjamin Racoff
Steve Radtke
Norma Rainwater
Nicole Raishawn Nickols
Veeramani Ramanathan
Sylwester Ratowt
Nichole Rawlings
Dani Reda
Ashley Reece
Coleman Reeves
Stephen Reeves
Sherry Regel
Doug Reineke
Rejuvenate
Stephen Remsen
Steve Richard and  
     Louise Horney
Troy Richmond
Stephen Rickaby
Alex Ries
Jennifer Riley
Elliott Riley
Rincon Family
Patrick Ringer
Katie Roberts
Robinson Robinson
Bence Rochlitz

Alejandra Rodriguez
Miranda Rogalski
Dean and Joanne Rogers
Patty and John Rogers
Ryan Rogers
Mark Romzick
Rose Garden Club
Ami Rosen
Dave Rosselle
Matthew Rossi and  
     Creedence Bagwell
Diane Rothberg
Aliina Rousu
Roy Rubin
Steven Ryan
Margaret Michelle and  
     Bill Ryman
Andrew Saad
Howard Salk
Michelle and Ron Sanders
Lee Sanders
Amy Sandy
Nancy and John Sanker
Janet Schaefer
Dixie and Jamie Schantz
Cosette and David Schmid
Sheila Schneider
Jennifer Schneider
Paula Schubert
Cathy and Mitch Schueler
Jacob Schuhmann
Karen Schultz
Tabitha Schwartz
John Scott
Don Scott
Bryan Scott
Sean Scott
Graham and Margaret Scott
Cathleen Scully
Carson Seabolt
Andrea Searles
Bayberry and Atique Shah
Michael Shaw
Merrideth and Thomas Shea
Teresa and Spencer Shell
Judy Shimandle
James Shimkus
Trey Shipp
Paula Shiver
Gay and Ron Shook
Gretchen and Scott Shrader
Charity Simmons
Jody and Carol Simms
Ben Simon
Manny Skaris
Paul Slovisky
James Smith
Betty and Paul Smith
Cheryl and Morgan Smith
Alice Smith
Aurelia Smith
Cheryl Smith
Julie Smith
Susan and Walton Smith
Thomas Smith
Ray-Lynn Snowden
Dawn Snyder
Susan Spann
Joseph Spann
Jennifer Spencer
Ronald Spiers
Angela Spraggins
Beth St. Jean
Dennis Stansell
Joanne Steele
Jon Stennis
Tomme Stevenson
Mike Stewart
Carol Stewart

Catherine and John Stiney
Dee Stone
Christina and Jason Story  
     and David Bruce
Stephanie Stuckey Benfield
Sherry Summerour
Frederick Supan
Daffney Swint
Nathan Sycks
Dixie Lee Tailor
Tracy Talmadge
Lilonga Thandiwe
Katie Thaxton
Scott Thomas
Heather Thomas
Patricia Thompson
Debbie Thornton
Randy Thrower
Katherine Thyne
Chasity Tillman
Heather Tinguely
Ashley Tipler
Sean Tisdale
Beril Toktay
Whitney Toledo
Rebecca and Douglas Tomsu
Sarah Topper
Judy Toppins
Marcia Tourtellott
Travis Towns
Sue and Mike Tracy
James Trobaugh
Mike Tuller
Emily M. Turner
Wilma Turner
United Health Group
Will Urbanski
Karen Vaglia
George Vail
Erin Valek
Jill Van Auken
Maggie Van Cantfort
Joshua Van Lieu
Joanne Vandewater
Angela Vang
Joshua VanMeter
Verizon Foundation -  
     Matching Gifts Program
Steven Vickery
Henry Voelker
Eric Von Hacke
Jessica Wainio

Cindy Walden
David Waldman
Deborah Waldrep
Walling Family
Zack Watson
Savannah Weeks
Gary Weeks
Keith Weeks
Karen and Coy Wehunt
Michael Weiss
Cheryl Weldon
Worth Wells
Vetton Wells
David Wells
Stephanie Wells
Bob Werth
James West
West Point Family Chiropractic
Westerfield Family
Chuck Wheat
Brian Wheeler
Deanne White
White Water Learning Center  
     of GA, Inc.
Becky and Mike Whitmire
Patricia Whittall
Kelly Wiggins
Steve Wilder
Kevin Williams
Susan Williams
Mary Williamson
Frank Willingham
Jarod Wills
Lisa Winn
Sarah Wise
Ron Wood
Daniel Wood
Jere Wood
Paul Wood
Courtney Wooley
Brandi and Shelby Worthy
Matthew Wynn
Chung Yoo
Jae Yoo
Dena and David Young
Jim Young
Kathy Young
YourCause, LLC
Virginia and Al Zachry
Cory Zahner
Rad and Alyssa Zamani
Claire Zens
 

In Honor of/ 
Memorials
In honor of  
Ina Allison and Jeff Hite
Maureen Donohue
Reba Pearson
In memory of Archie Davis
Vassey Dental Partners
Fran and Ray Schmeck
In memory of Gregg Ivey
Pam Guthrie
In honor of David Kirkpatrick
Kassandra Rempel
In honor of Elena Kullback
Cynthia Leder
In memory of Ann Thompson
Carole Watterson Troxler
In honor of Janet Ward
Dorothy and Paul Shea

Gifts In-Kind
97.1 The River
Another Broken Egg
Appalachian Outfitters
Atlanta Department of  
     Watershed Management
Atlanta Journal Constitution
Batdorf & Bronson  
     Coffee Roasters
Big Daddy DJ Services
Brenau Downtown Center
Cherry Street Brewing Cooperative
Classic Tents & Events
Clear Channel
Clif Bar & Company
Costco
Family 2 Family
Publix (Gainesville)
Bill Roper
Shane's Rib Shack
Smith, Gambrell, and Russell, LLP
SweetWater Brewing Company
The Coca-Cola Company
The Home Depot
The Kroger Company Foundation
Tree Sound Studios
Walmart (Gainesville)
Wildwood Outfitters
Tom Wilson
X-drenaline

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________________________________________________
City            State             Zip

__________________________________________    _____________________________________________ 
Phone                Email

{  } Enclosed is my check payable to:  {  } Please charge my credit card:
      Chattahoochee Riverkeeper  {  }Amex {  }MasterCard {  }Visa {  }Discover

{  }  Student/Senior Membership - $15
{  }  Individual Membership - $35
{  }  Family Membership - $50
{  }  River Supporter - $100 - $249
{  }  Friend of the River - $250 - $499
{  }  River Patron - $500 - $999
{  }  River Conservator - $1,000 - $2,499
{  }  Other $_________________________
{  }  Pledge of $______________________  to be paid in   {  } monthly   {  } quarterly installments

Please join us! 

______________________________________________
Credit Card #

______________________________________________
Expiration Date   CID #

______________________________________________
Signature

Together we can protect and restore Georgia’s Chattahoochee River, 
its tributaries & watershed, both now and for future generations.

Please complete and return to: CRK, 3 Puritan Mill, 916 Joseph Lowery Blvd. NW, Atlanta, GA 30318 
or log onto to www.chattahoochee.org to donate today.



Old, discarded tires are not only an eyesore and an 
environmental hazard, but also a prime breeding ground 
for mosquitoes that can transmit diseases, including the 

Zika virus. While state officials have taken some steps to reduce 
illegal tire dumping across Georgia, the state still hosts more than 
100 illegal tire dumps, estimated to hold at least 250,000 tires. 

Scrap tires provide ideal breeding sites for several mosquito 
species — most notably the ones that can transmit Zika, dengue, 
Chikungunya, and other viruses. Mosquitoes lay eggs in water 
collected in tires, and the tires provide a safe and protected 
habitat for the eggs to hatch, grow, and emerge as adults.  

It is nearly impossible to get rid of all the water in a tire, so the 
most effective way to destroy mosquito habitat is to properly 
dispose and process scrap tires in a prompt and comprehensive 
fashion. Targeting the scrap tires that mosquitos often favor will 
go a long way to protect us both from their annoying bites and 
the harmful diseases they may transmit.

To counter the public health risks caused by mosquitoes, we 
recommend three actions. 

• Address illegal dumping. The state legislature should amend 
Georgia’s scrap tire law. Currently, tire retailers must pay to 
have scrap tires hauled away, and tire haulers must then pay 
a processor to shred or compress those tires to prepare them 

for recycling. Because retailers pay haulers up front, haulers 
often take the payment and then illegally dump the tires.  

Also, Georgia does not allow use of portable tire processing 
equipment, also known as “mobile processing.” Mobile 
processing allows processors to visit and clean up dump sites. 
Georgia should allow for the payment of haulers only after 
the tires are delivered to a certified processor and mobile 
processing should be permitted and encouraged.

• Protect funding for the scrap tire program. The Georgia 
legislature should pass a Constitutional amendment to protect 
funding for the state’s scrap tire program, so that Georgia 
voters can approve it. Since the early 1990s, a $1 fee has been 
tacked onto the sale of all new tires in the state.  

By statute, these fees are supposed to fund a trust used by 
the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to clean 
up illegal tire dumps. Year after year, the General Assembly 
has rerouted these fees toward the general fund, using them 
to fill shortcomings in other areas. Because of this, EPD has 
lacked the funding necessary to adequately clean up the scrap 
tire dumps or to prevent illegal dumping through consistent 
enforcement. 

• Encourage action by local governments and nonprofit 
organizations. In April, CRK pulled nearly 200 scrap tires from 
the Chattahoochee at its annual Sweep the Hooch. That same 
month, the city of Atlanta hosted its first scrap tire “amnesty 
day,” allowing residents to drop off scrap tires for free at 
designated drop-off locations. Over 8,000 tires were collected 
for recycling.  

Cities across the state host similar programs regularly; some 
cities even offer curbside tire pick-up services. We must 
support these programs by local governments and nonprofit 
organizations as part of Georgia’s attack on scrap tires. 

If we fail to take these simple actions now to address scrap tires, 
we may face the risk of Zika, dengue, Chikungunya, and other 
viruses spreading across our state, not to mention the nuisance 
of biting mosquitoes. The public health threat is too big to ignore. 
We owe it to ourselves and our children to stop mosquitoes in 
their tracks.

Mindy Goldstein is a Clinical Professor of Law at Emory Law School 
and Director of the Turner Environmental Law Clinic. Uriel Kitron 
is a Goodrich C. White Professor at Emory College and Chair of the 
Department of Environmental Sciences.

‘Tire’-d of Zika?
Stopping Mosquitoes in Their Tracks
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The thrill of the catch and competition: these are top 
reasons why so many people love to fish, according to 
angler surveys.  

The Orvis Company, with two stores in metro Atlanta, knows 
that their customers love fishing the Chattahoochee and 
are committed to environmental stewardship — just like the 
company which dedicates five percent of pre-tax profits each 
year to conservation. 

Therefore, a fishing tournament to support the Chattahoochee 
River — ranked one of the best trout streams in America — made 
total sense, says Paul Range, Orvis’ retail district manager. 

“We had envisioned a Chattahoochee fishing tournament for 
some time, believing it would increase awareness about the 
unique, self-sustaining, brown trout fishery right here in our own 
backyard. Ryan Johnson’s 30-inch brown showcases why the 
river is so important to local anglers; we don’t have to fly half 
way across the world to catch world-class brown trout. They’re 
just twenty minutes from downtown Atlanta.” 

Orvis teamed up with SweetWater Brewing Co., River Through 
Atlanta (an Orvis-endorsed guide service) and CRK to raise funds 
for the Quality Hooch Campaign, as part of Sweetwater’s annual 
Save the Hooch Campaign. The campaign will continue through 
the year with a river cleanup and film festival this fall. T-shirts 

and hats are available at Orvis stores (Alpharetta and Buckhead) 
with all proceeds supporting the campaign.

Device to Expand River Monitoring
The sixty-six anglers who registered for the first Quality Catch 
and Sweet Release Fishing Tournament in the Chattahoochee 
River National Recreation Area raised $2,000 to fund a new 
remote water monitoring technology that will allow CRK to 
significantly increase its water sampling program.  

“What we’ve done is take a $10,000 monitoring device, reduced 
the cost to under $200 and connected it using LTE Category 1 
power saving mode,” says Charles Dasher who developed the 
low-cost sensor for his employer, Ericsson, a Swedish tech firm.

Working with AT&T to provide constant remote monitoring, 
Ericsson’s device will allow CRK to detect pollutants more rapidly 
and respond more quickly. The Chattahoochee River will be the 
first watershed to deploy this revolutionary water monitoring 
technology; a prototype has already been placed in Atlanta’s 
Proctor Creek watershed. 

Ericsson will generously donate twenty of the devices; our goal is 
to install fifty of the real-time sensors in strategic locations. For 
more information, visit the Orvis stores or go to www.orvis.com/
hooch or www.chattahoochee.org to learn how you can participate. 

The Thrill of Competition for a Cleaner River

AVEDA has once again met their Earth Month goal, 
raising $55,000 to support CRK’s river stewardship programs.  

Seven years ago, we received a call from Van Michael Salons saying they had raised 
$5,000 for the organization; over the years that number has increased to $100,000. 
We are thrilled that the company realizes that water from the Chattahoochee runs 
through their salons every day.  

Following an introduction to AVEDA by Van Michael, the hair and skin products 
company invited CRK to be Georgia’s Earth Month partner group for 2012. Five years 
later, AVEDA salons and experience stores have raised more than $180,000 for our 
water monitoring programs. 

From fashion shows, to cut-a-thons and rain barrel raffles, each AVEDA salon owner 
and employee has gone above and beyond to show their clients that the future of 
the Chattahoochee River matters to our community.  

“It’s phenomenal the way our clientele, the staff, and our community join together as 
an advocate for our river,” said Jamie “Pepper” Weiss, a Van Michael AVEDA Mentor. 

“We pride ourselves in being in line with AVEDA’s mission in environmental 
leadership, protecting our natural resources, and constantly bringing awareness to 
our clean water campaign. Each year we will continue to support Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper.”

Another Terrific Earth Month with AVEDA, Van Michael Salons

Ryan Johnson wins the first annual Quality Catch and Sweet Release Fishing Tournament with a 30-inch wild 
brown trout caught on a Pat Cohen fly.

What can YOU do to help PROTECT the Chattahoochee River?

Ask your stylist how to DONATE TO CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER®
VISIT WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG  to see how you can get involved

and find tips on how to CONSERVE WATER AT HOME.

 

every
appointment

HELPS PROTECT

WATER
 

,  

Book your appointments today.

 

Share your story #avedacleanwater
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CRK’s Becca Klein and tournament winner Ryan Johnson celebrate a successful partnership with Orvis and 
SweetWater Brewing Company.
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Neighbors near an old coal-fired power plant on the 
Chattahoochee River in Smyrna, recently converted 
to natural gas, have long been uneasy about the toxic 

materials stored near the river. 

Roberta Cook, who lives near the Georgia Power Company 
(GPC) plant, worries about the ponds leaking into the river. “I’m 
not just concerned about the river. I know there is arsenic and 
other chemicals in the coal ash, and I am concerned about that 
getting into the groundwater,” she says. 

“It sounds like the company is trying to clean up the site, but we 
need to know what they are doing.  A lot of times, we think we’ve 
cleaned something up but we end up creating another problem.”

Coal combustion residuals, or coal ash, are the toxic remains of 
coal after its carbon is burned to produce electricity. The waste 
contains concentrations of dangerous heavy metals including 
arsenic and lead that can leach into surface and groundwater, 
potentially contaminating drinking water supplies.  

Coal Ash Ponds on the Chattahoochee
There are billions of gallons of wet coal ash waste stored in 
Georgia. Coal ash is often stored near rivers in decades-old 
ponds; there are three on the Chattahoochee. In the past 
decade, there have been devastating spills in neighboring states, 
including Duke Energy’s Dan River spill in Eden, North Carolina 
and the Tennessee Valley Authority’s spill in Kingston, Tennessee.

GPC operates eleven power plants in Georgia where twenty-nine 
ponds have been built to store coal ash; twelve of these coal 
ash ponds are located at the three plants on the Chattahoochee 
River. 

These aging ponds are located near communities and must 
have adequate maintenance and monitoring to ensure they 
remain structurally sound. If a dam holding coal ash along the 
Chattahoochee burst, millions of gallons of toxic sludge could 
spill into our public water supply.

GPC and the state Environmental Protection Division (EPD) — 
both responsible for managing toxic sludge at electric power 
plant sites held in ponds on Georgia lakes and rivers — recently 
unveiled draft plans for handling the waste.

EPD’s current plan contemplates ash disposal in municipal solid 
waste landfills — another potential hazard to water sources in 
some locations. 

Last fall, GPC announced its plan to close all of its coal ash 
impoundments across the state. The company’s initial plan was 
lacking in some detail and would only have removed the sludge 
from four of the twenty-nine ponds. The rest would have been 
“capped in place,” which means liquids are drained to nearby 
rivers and the remaining sludge is left where it lies. Capping 
in place can be dangerous because the coal ash can leach into 
groundwater and still contaminate water supplies. 

Positive News
In June, GPC made news when it announced a new, more 
aggressive plan, which calls for the utility to end activity at all 
twenty-nine ponds within three years and increase the number  
of ponds that will be completely emptied of sludge from four  
to sixteen. 

Also of note, EPD recently rolled out new state regulations for 
managing and closing these ponds. EPD’s proposed new rules 
likely will require GPC to get permits for the maintenance, 
operation and closure of the coal ash ponds; however, it is 
far from clear that EPD’s rulemaking and GPC’s efforts will be 
sufficient to protect water resources. 

This toxic sludge should not be left in these pits along our river. 
The state should require GPC to empty all of the ponds and 
remove the coal ash to properly-permitted, lined landfills sited 
away from pathways into streams and groundwater.  
Anything less leaves the Chattahoochee and surrounding 
communities vulnerable.

Removing Toxic Coal Ash from Riverbanks

Roberta Cook, who lives near Georgia Power Company’s Plant McDonough, is concerned 
about potential environmental and human impacts from coal ash.  

A volunteer with the Dan River Basin Association dips a paddle into the river after Duke Energy dumped 
nearly 39,000 tons of coal ash into the waterway near Eden, NC in February 2014. 

“I’m not just concerned about the river. I know 
there is arsenic and other chemicals in the coal 
ash, and I am concerned about that getting into 
the groundwater.”  – Roberta Cook
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A lifelong 
resident of 
Hall County, 

Bill Brooksher 
has paddled the 
whitewater of the 
Chattahoochee 
River upstream 
of Lake Lanier 
for years. It’s not 
unusual to see 
him stand up in 
his old Mohawk 
to scout a rapid 
and then paddle 
through — an agile 
figure in a canoe 
turned stand up 
paddleboard. 

Bill is also a 
longtime observer 
and outspoken 
critic of one of 
Georgia’s most 
controversial 
reservoir projects: 
"For close to a decade, I've watched the 
ever-changing plans for a reservoir at the 
Glade Farm site on Flat Creek become the 
boondoggle that it is today."

“None of the proposals would make any 
water available for public use that is not 
already available; they would actually 
lose water from evaporation and destroy 
streams that sustain the Chattahoochee 
and Lake Lanier. These schemes have 

all looked like a big waste of taxpayer 
money, mostly for the benefit of private 
developers.”

In January, the state admitted that Glades 
reservoir is “no longer reasonable or 
even viable.” After a decade that saw 
consultants pocket most of the $16 
million paid by taxpayers, the county put 
Glades on pause.

Bill hopes that the project is finally 
dead. So do CRK and the Georgia Water 

Coalition, both long 
opposed to Glades 
and other proposed 
reservoirs, given the 
availability of less 
expensive and more 
sustainable water 
supply solutions.

Less than two years 
ago, a half-dozen 
communities were 
actively seeking 
money and permits 
to build these 
expensive projects. 
Today, except for 
a controversial 
project in Paulding 
County, there is not 
a single proposal in 
metro Atlanta that 
is actively under 
consideration; all 
remaining have been 
withdrawn. 

Consultants and government agencies 
sought to justify the reservoir projects 
using wildly unrealistic population 
projections. Recent census and water 
use data have confirmed what many 
long suspected: our water supply needs 
are not growing at the same rate as our 
population — and that’s a good thing. 

Chris Manganiello with Georgia River 
Network contributed to this story. 
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New Dam Projects No Longer Justifiable 

Floods and droughts — the extremes that bracket what 
we think of as “normal” weather — are often mentioned 
together in news stories about climate disruption. A large 

political difference between them is the speed of their arrival.

Floods are quickly observed. Droughts, on the other hand, are 
much more slowly perceived, arriving in people’s lives like 
chronic ailments: they are preceded by periods of uncertainty 
about (or unwillingness to acknowledge) their existence. 

During the “exceptional drought” of 2006-2008 which resulted in 
a 19-foot plunge in the level of Lake Lanier, state officials failed to 
declare a drought early enough to trigger conservation measures 
that could have reduced impacts on waterways and communities. 
By the time that the state took action, it was too late to make 
much of a difference; people, businesses and rivers suffered. 

Despite the fact that portions of north Georgia met the criteria 
for “extreme drought” in mid-August (U.S. Drought Monitor), 
no official declaration of drought has been made. Without this 
action, state regulations that govern water-reducing measures 
cannot be triggered. 

Given the state’s silence regarding the current drought, it appears 
that our officials did not learn any lessons from the last drought. 
Or, perhaps, this silence has more to do with the ongoing “water 
wars” in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin and the 
impending trial. 

Over the past century, Georgia has experienced some level 
of drought 45% of the time, but the frequency of these events 
appears to be increasing. In the past twenty years, we have faced 
drought 55% of the time. 

Adaptation to changing rainfall patterns is key to the 
sustainability of river systems and thriving communities. 

While the metro Atlanta region has made progress with water 
conservation, millions of gallons continue to be wasted daily 
through inefficient outdoor watering, system leaks, old plumbing 
fixtures and an increasingly hardened landscape that keeps 
rainwater from soaking into the ground. 

Silence on such an important issue is not acceptable. We need 
leadership, honesty and new resources to help us adapt to our 
changing climate now. 

The State’s Curious Silence on the Drought

Bill Brooksher, an outspoken critic of Glades reservoir, paddles the upper Chattahoochee near Wildwood Outfitters.



For the 
fourteenth 
consecutive 

year, CRK and our 
partners — National 
Park Service and 
the city of Roswell 
— organized 
the Back to the 
Chattahoochee River 
Race and Festival, 
held on the second 
Saturday in June. 

The paddle event launched from Roswell’s Garrard Landing 
with 360 boaters racing to Riverside Park where they received 
awards for speed in more than a dozen categories. People from 
all around the metro region joined the racers in Roswell to enjoy 
live music from local bands: Rock U Kids, Jon Harris Band and 
Tommy Talton & Friends. Funds raised from the race and festival 
help CRK achieve its mission of keeping watch over our waters. 

THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS MADE THIS EVENT 
POSSIBLE — THANK YOU! 
PRESENTING SPONSORS 
97.1 The River  |  The Atlanta-Journal Constitution  |  Family 2 Family

RIVER BENEFACTOR 
Clear Channel

RIVER DEFENDER 
Cox Conserves  |  WestRock

RIVER ADVOCATE 
755 Restaurant Corp.  |  Another Broken Egg  |  Clif Bar & Company 
Republic Services  |  Weed Man Lawn Care  |  X-drenaline

RIVER CONSERVATOR 
AIG  |  Aquascape Environmental  |  Atlanta Department of Watershed Management 
Batdorf & Bronson Coffee Roasters  |  Big Daddy DJ  |  Brown and Caldwell 
Classic Tents & Events  |  The Coca-Cola Company  |  Georgia Transmission Corporation 
Mitigation Management  |  Mountain High Outfitters  |  Nantahala Outdoor Center 
Radiance Solar, LLC  |  R2T, Inc.  |  Shane’s Rib Shack  |  Stone Mountain Park 
SweetWater Brewing Company  |  Tree Sound Studios  |  Vibe Kayaks

Non-Profit  
Organization  
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Atlanta, Georgia
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If you prefer to receive RiverCHAT electronically,contact Christina York at cyork@chattahoochee.org.

Fourteen years of bringing 
you Back to the ‘Hooch! 

Instagram: @CRKeeper   •   Twitter: @CRKeeper   •   Facebook: Chattahoochee Riverkeeper    •   YouTube and Vimeo: CRK-TV

Jason Ulseth hands out SweetWater 420 to racers.

The 2nd Annual Wild & 
Scenic Film Festival held 
in May in Gainesville 

drew nearly 300 people and 
raised $7500 to support CRK’s 
Headwater’s Neighborhood Water 
Watch program. Twelve partner 
organizations participated in the 
Environmental Expo that preceded 
the films, creating a networking 
opportunity among local groups 
working on green solutions. 

Sixteen films selected from Wild & Scenic on Tour illustrated 
the Earth’s beauty, the challenges facing our planet and the 
actions that communities are taking around the world to protect 
the environment. Brenau’s Downtown Center again provided an 
excellent venue for the festival which included plenty of food, 
beverages and raffles for donated prizes. 

THANKS TO OUR FILM FESTIVAL SPONSORS!
RIVER ADVOCATE 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

RIVER CONSERVATOR 
Brenau University  |  Outside World Outfitters

RIVER PATRON 
University of North Georgia  |  IESA (Institute for Environmental Spatial Analysis)

FRIEND OF THE RIVER 
Cherry Street Brewing Cooperative  |  The Adams Landscaping Group  |  Arborserv, Inc.
North Georgia Label - Gary Gaines  |  Wilheit Packing Company

RIVER SUPPORTER 
Bill and Susan Brooksher  |  Tire Barn-Bill and Jack Roper  |  Luna’s Restaurant 
John & Tina Burns  |  John & Karen McHugh  |  Robert and Ruth Bruner  
Terra Care Landscaping - Jim Hawkins  |  Community Management Associates, Inc

Environmental Film Festival Inspires

Download the CRK App for iPhone and 
Android mobile devices from the App Store 
for FREE and have access to CRK’s Hotline 
program to Report a Problem, Events Calendar, 
Watershed Map, and more on the go.


