
When two grimy bags of water from 
Tanyard and Proctor Creeks were 

brought to Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s 
Atlanta office in 2010, Riverkeeper Jason 
Ulseth was shocked. Tests revealed 
high levels of bacteria in these urban 
waterways, which eventually join with the 
Chattahoochee River.  How could CRK do 
a better job monitoring not just the river, 
but also its tributaries? The answer to this 
question was a project that has since grown 
into one of the most comprehensive and 
impactful community water monitoring 
programs in the country - Neighborhood 
Water Watch (NWW). 

Now in its 12th year and encompassing more 
than 200 unique sampling locations, NWW 
is sustained by 135 dedicated volunteers, 
many of whom live near the very creeks they 
watch over. Together, these Neighborhood 
Water Watchers have helped hunt down 140 
spills, and in doing so stopped contaminants 
like sewage, quarry dust, and soda syrup 
from filling our streams. 

Supplies and training from CRK staff help 
equip volunteers with the knowledge and tools 
they need to collect weekly water samples and 
bring them to CRK labs, where they are tested 
for important water quality indicators like E. 
coli, typically a sign of sewage spills. While 
lab analysis can tell how much bacteria may 
be in a particular tributary, finding the spill, 
or source of the bacteria, is not always easy. 

Sewage from a tiny rupture in a sewer line can 
be detected in samples taken downstream, 
but extensive upstream and downstream 
sampling is required to bracket the site of 
the spill and figure out where the bacteria 
actually enters the creek. CRK’s rigorous 
testing and tracking methods, now replicated 
internationally, are crucial in leading teams 
to where the problem originates. To hunt 
down the spill’s precise location, CRK staff 
and interns don boots and chest-high waders 
and wade through viny, snake-riddled creek 
channels, sometimes in the rain, sleet, or 
sweltering southern heat.

After the location has been confirmed, 
CRK reports the issue to the appropriate 
government agency, usually the local 
department of watershed management. Even 
after responsible parties begin addressing 
the issue and making needed repairs, CRK 
conducts follow-up sampling to confirm the 
repairs are effective and the waterway returns 
to normal, safe conditions.

“This has become like a very important thing 
to me; I didn’t expect it to impact me this 
way,” said Bryan Jenkins, a member of CRK’s 
Board of Directors and NWW volunteer. “If it 
wasn’t for us out here doing this, we wouldn’t 
know half of what’s going on in our river.”

CRK’s U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency-approved laboratory and source-
tracking methods have not only been proven 
accurate, but also effective at changing 
how local municipalities protect their 
waterways. When a problem is reported to 
the local government agency responsible for 
maintaining sewage lines and manholes, CRK 
has already done the legwork of identifying a 
source and collecting the data to prove that 
it’s the origin of the problem. This means 
utilities do not need to spend time tracking 
and verifying where a spill is located. Instead, 
they can focus on fixing the issue as quickly 
as possible.

NWW is powered by the people and 
institutions who care deeply about securing 
clean water for their communities, and their 
work is paying off. CRK has documented 
major reductions in bacteria concentrations 
in the mainstem of the river as well as in many 
of its tributaries, leading to renewed life for all 
who depend on the Chattahoochee to enjoy. 
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E ach year, Waterkeepers from all around 
the globe connect at an international 

conference for a week of learning, 
camaraderie, and fellowship. That was until 
the COVID-19 pandemic put a halt to 
everyone’s travel plans. 

There are currently more than 300 
Waterkeeper Alliance-affiliated organizations 
worldwide - about half of them working 
within the United States. The other half 
are fighting for clean water in 45 countries 
around the globe. Collectively, we work 
together to protect 2.6 million square miles 
of waterways. Not every river in the world 
has a Waterkeeper (yet), but we are fortunate 
here in Georgia to have a Riverkeeper for 
every major river basin.

The annual international conference has 
always been an event that I looked forward 
to for inspiration and to recharge my water 
advocate batteries. Hearing stories of battles 
over clean water in places like China, India, 
and South America, as well as here in the 
US, motivates and educates me to be a better 

Rosa Lopez was first introduced to Chattahoochee Riverkeeper in October of 2019 when 
she attended our Water Warriors Summit to learn about the plastic pollution crisis. 

Rosa has been volunteering ever since, including during her senior year at Villa Rica High 
School as part of our inaugural Water 
Warriors on Campus program, where 
she participated in trash cleanups and 
other activities to help spread the word 
about CRK’s work. This fall, Rosa will 
be attending Dartmouth College on a 
full academic scholarship, majoring in 
Environmental Studies with a focus 
on Native American and Indigenous 
Studies. Rosa is “grateful to CRK for 
all the opportunities provided through 
the Water Warriors program, which 
have allowed me (and others) to grow 
our passion for water conservation 
and environmental issues.”
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REFLECTIONS: WORLDWIDE 
WATERKEEPERS REUNITE AFTER 
FOUR-YEAR HIATUS

FACES OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE: 
ROSA LOPEZ

JASON ULSETH, RIVERKEEPER

watchdog for our Chattahoochee.

Due to Covid-19, we all missed out on travels 
and adventures, and I especially missed the 
annual Waterkeeper Alliance conference.
Thankfully, earlier this summer in June, 
Waterkeeper Alliance thought it was time to 
bring the ‘Keepers back together. We met for 
a week in Washington, D.C. to reunite and 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Clean 
Water Act. It did not disappoint. 

I quickly realized how much I missed my 
Waterkeeper brothers and sisters and how 
much we lean on each other for support. 
Waterkeepers are some of the strongest 
and most passionate guardians for our 
environment, and spending a week with 
them was exactly what I needed. With my 
batteries freshly recharged, I’m ready to 
continue to lead the fight for clean water here 
at home. 

For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

Rosa at the 
Becca Sue 
Klein All 
Kids Fish.

https://chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement/
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COLUMBUS

CRK Data Used in Worldwide 
Swim Guide Database
During the summer swimming season, 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper takes extra steps to 
make sure our water quality data is as useful and 
accessible as possible.   Bacteria data from some 
of the watershed’s most heavily used locations - 
beaches of Lake Lanier, the Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation Area, and swimming holes 
south of Atlanta - is collected by CRK and shared via 
Swim Guide, a free resource providing clear, easy-
to-interpret guidance on safe swimming conditions 
for beaches all over the world. Anyone can explore 
data for favorite summer swimming spots, along 
with weekly bacteria water quality data for 200+ 
locations year-round, at theswimguide.org.

Lake 
Walter F. 
George

APALACHICOLA

For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

Sediment Pollution in Cooper 
Creek Tributary 
In early March of 2022, Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper noticed discoloration of a 
tributary to Cooper Creek in Columbus, 
Georgia. CRK investigated and found the 
source of the sediment pollution was a 
bridge being constructed upstream. Water 
samples confirmed this as they demonstrated 
a significant increase in turbidity when 
construction was occurring. A number of 
governmental entities in Columbus were 
notified, and ultimately, CRK found a lack 
of best management practices (BMPs), 
which are meant to protect creek banks 
from erosion, being implemented at the site. 
Since CRK alerted authorities of the issue, 
new BMPs have been installed and CRK is 
continuing to monitor the site to ensure that 
water conditions improve.

In plans recently filed before the Georgia Public Service 
Commission, Georgia Power indicated it will close 
remaining coal units at Plant Wansley in Heard County by 
the end of August. The information comes from the 2022 
Integrated Resource Plan, the utility’s 20-year roadmap 
for its power generation, which is updated every three 
years. Georgia Power also proposed excavating the 343-
acre unlined pit at the site, where toxic coal ash has been 
stored for decades. The utility proposes transferring the 
waste away from the pit adjacent to the Chattahoochee 
River to a permitted, lined landfill that already exists on 
site, where it will no longer mix with groundwater.

ON PATROL WITH CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER

Georgia Power Moving Away 
from Coal in Heard County

In January of 2022, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper moved 
an in-stream trash trap from Dixie Creek to the Granger 
Park Playground - just across the road from LaGrange 
High School. Beaver activity was impacting CRK’s 
ability to maintain the trap at the original site. The trap’s 
new location, located close to The Thread, a popular 
12-foot-wide path designed for walking, running, and 
biking, is visible to passerby and more accessible for 
cleanouts. The new location is also more heavily littered 
and has collected more than 350 pounds of trash since 
installation. CRK will continue to monitor the trap’s 
effectiveness as we expand the Trash-Free Chattahoochee 
program downstream of Atlanta.

When rainwater falls on industrial sites, it has the potential to pick up contaminants 
that pollute our waterways. This polluted runoff is regulated by a set of rules under 
the Georgia Environmental Protection Division’s (EPD) Industrial Stormwater 
General Permit (IGP), which requires industrial sites to implement ways to reduce 
or stop polluted runoff. In 2022, a new IGP was issued. The new permit was 
developed with input from various stakeholders, including CRK. CRK advocated 
for several positive changes to the permit’s requirements including expanded water 
quality testing, resulting in a permit that is stronger than previous versions. CRK’s 
work to ensure industries comply with the new requirements continues through 
our Protecting Streams and Communities from Industrial Pollution program. 

Georgia’s Industrial Stormwater General Permit 
Reissued After CRK Input

LaGrange Trash Trap Relocated 
to Popular Public Trail

http://theswimguide.org
https://chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement/
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Proctor Creek August 2011
In 2010, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (CRK) began working with 
residents near the decommissioned Greensferry Combined Sewer 
Overflow facility to test water quality in Proctor Creek, an effort 
that expanded to 20 monitoring stations throughout its urban 
watershed. Data from this site was sent to the City of Atlanta, 
which, combined with increasing pressure from the community, 
prompted officials to conduct extensive investigations around the 
decommissioned facility. More than 25 illegal sewer connections 
were found and disconnected as a result, leading to a 93% decrease 
in E. coli and significant improvements to water quality.

Tanyard Creek July 2013
Collier Hills-based NWW volunteers collect water samples from 
Tanyard Creek. When samples indicated bacteria contamination, 
CRK staff responded by conducting inspections upstream. Teams 
soon after identified a massive sewer leak and hundreds of dead 
fish. The City of Atlanta was notified and found that a nearby 
private apartment complex’s sewage lift station was at fault. The 
spill was stopped, but not before nearly 10,000 gallons of raw 
sewage had been dumped into the urban waterway. Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division took enforcement action in 
response, and CRK continues to monitor this tributary.

Flat Creek November 2013
Located upstream of Buford Dam, Flat Creek flows into Lake Lanier 
after passing through a busy industrial area including some of 
Gainesville’s poultry plants. Long proven one of the most polluted 
creeks in our watershed, CRK began routinely testing its waters in 
2012. NWW’s data collection and pollution tracking initiatives have 
led to several enforcement actions, as well as various infrastructure 
investments to clean up industrial stormwater discharges into the 

With more than one hundred successes, Neighborhood Water Watch (NWW) is now an internationally replicated model of community-based, 
clean water protection. Through NWW, communities are empowered to reclaim their public waterways with scientific data and knowledge 
sharing. As the program celebrates nearly a dozen years of measurable results, we look back and share some of our NWW watershed wins.

creek. Our data shows a 30% decrease in bacteria levels in Flat 
Creek since we began routine water quality testing, which is good 
news for the Gainesville community and the lake.

Wahoo Creek February 2016
As water samples of Newnan’s Wahoo Creek began to test high in E. 
coli bacteria, CRK teams threw on waders and trekked upstream to 
locate a tough-to-track broken sewage line in need of repair. CRK 
notified the City of Newnan who responded quickly, conducting 
repairs that follow-up tests confirmed were effective. The discovery 
of this spill is due in large part to CRK’s unique partnership with 
Newnan Paddlers - a local group of paddle enthusiasts who have 
collected water samples on Wahoo Creek since 2015. 

South Utoy Creek February 2017
Not far from CRK’s west Atlanta office, South Utoy Creek intersects 
with Dodson Drive. It was there that a NWW fellow noticed a 
dramatic increase in bacteria levels to more than 1,000 times 
the Environmental Protection Agency safety recommendation. 
Testing both up and downstream of the area of concern allowed 
CRK to hone-in on the hot spot, which was then identified by 
a walk through the waterway. Trackers spotted a tree that had 
been uprooted by an eroded streambank, snapping a roaring 36” 
sewer pipe and causing thousands of gallons of untreated sewage 
to flow directly into the creek. The City of Atlanta was quick to 
respond and contain the spill, vastly improving water quality in 
this important urban waterway.

Camp Creek January 2020
Fats, oils, and greases (commonly referred to as FOGs) are known 
as some of the biggest culprits of pipe clogs and sewage spills; 
but baby wipes are also dangerous contributors to this growing 
problem, as aging infrastructure is simply not equipped to handle 
this fibrous, manmade material. Samples of Camp Creek brought 
in by NWW partner Fulton County Public Works and community 
volunteers prompted rigorous testing and meticulous tracking by 
CRK’s trained interns and staff, uncovering a shocking overflowing 
manhole, an unfortunately common issue in the Chattahoochee 
watershed. A quick response from City of College Park led to 
the blockage being removed, restoring normal flow to the Camp 
Creek-adjacent sewer line.

130 
partners, community 
groups, and individual 

volunteers

140 
sewage spills and 

pollution hot spots 
found and resolved

30,000 
water samples 

collected, tested, and 
analyzed

3 
state-of-the-art 

laboratories

206
active water 
monitoring 

locations

Fish kill at 
Tanyard 
Creek as 
a result of 
pollution.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATER WATCH

12 YEARS OF WINS
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Sewer pipe 
flowing 
directly into 
Utoy Creek.
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS 
FOR HELPING US KEEP WATCH OVER OUR WATERS!  
RIVER HERO 
($20,000 AND UP) 

Alice H. Richards   
   Charitable Fund
Colonial Pipeline   
   Company
Cox Enterprises, Inc. /   
   Cox Conserves
Ellis Communications
Hampshire Foundation
Bonnie Jackson
The James M. Cox 
   Foundation
J.M Huber Corporation
Mary Jane and 
   Dave Kirkpatrick
The Orvis Company
Laura and 
   Rutherford Seydel

RIVER BENEFACTOR 
($10,000 - $19,999)

Aflac
Anonymous
Callaway Foundation
Cargill, Inc
The Charter 
   Foundation, Inc.
Shearon and 
   Taylor Glover
Abby and 
   Gerard Gunthert
Herman Miller, Inc.
The Home Depot 
   Foundation
Isdell Family Foundation
Nolan Transportation 
   Group
Sally and Pete Parsonson
Ray C. Anderson   
   Foundation
Reduce
REI Co-op
Roy and Janet Dorsey 
   Foundation
Southwire Company
Turner Enterprises, Inc.
Wells Fargo
WestPoint Fund
Woodard and 
   Curran Foundation
Wyndham Vaction 
   Ownership

RIVER DEFENDER 
($5,000-$9,999) 

Anonymous
The Benevity Community 
   Impact Fund
City of LaGrange
Collective Insights, LLC.
Gwinett County
Judy and Walter Hoyt

Mountain Dew
Ruby Collins, Inc.
Beverly Tanner
UPS
Wehadkee Foundation

RIVER ADVOCATE 
($2,500-$4,999) 

Audi Atlanta
Tyrone Dillard
Robert Eidson
Elachee Nature 
   Science Center
Julie Hairston
Jamie and Jim Hamilton
Hewlett Packard
Peach Coffee Roasters
Prime Engineering, Inc.
Alan F. Rothschild Jr.
Tanteo Spirits
Tracy Snell
WEG Electric Corporation
ZWJ Investment Counsel

RIVER 
CONSERVATOR 
($1,000-$2,499) 

Archer Western
Aria Salon, Inc.
Atlanta Rowing Club
Robert Beck
Brookhaven Family  
   Dentistry PC
Gail and David Chester
City Of West Point
Coca-Cola Foundation
   Matching Gifts Program
Marjorie Cohen
Country Charm Eggs
Downtown West Point  
   Development Authority
Susan Fletcher
Lynn and David Fountain
Barbara Fowler
William Gabor
Eileen and John Gilberto
Give Lively 
   Foundation, Inc
Joseph Golshani
Caroline and 
   Mark Greatrex
The Harris Family  
   Charitable Fund
HBK Engineering
Doug Herndon
Hettich America, L.P.
Interface, Inc.
Jacob K Hair, LLC
Johnny's New York Style 
   Pizza (West Point)
Janak Joshi
Keep Georgia Beautiful 
   Foundation
Mary Anne and 
   Jaime Lanier
Peach State Bank & Trust

Salon and Spa Vanessa
Jeff South
Southern Rivers Energy 
   Trust, Inc.
Starbucks Foundation
Subaru of America
Alan Toney*
Julie and George Turner
Krist and Ben Voyles
West Point Development 
   Authority
Yonah Mountain 
   Vineyards

RIVER PATRON 
($500-$999) 

Debbie and Jess Austin
Laura and Sam Breyfogle
Susan and Bill Brooksher
Chattahoochee National 
   Park Conservancy
City of Milton
Bryan Crafts
James DeVries
Etowah Meadery
Gnarly Marsh
Todd Gray
Jennifer Greene
Teena Stern and 
   Don Haugen
Heliox Technology
J.C. Booth Middle School
Johnson Ohana  
   Charitable Foundation
Keep Carroll Beautiful, Inc
Kresge Foundation
Cindy LeBlanc
Candace McGhee
Sonja and 
   Scott McLendon
Jeff Mokotoff
John O'Sullivan
Jon Radtke
Patrick Ray
Robert and Maryellen 
Kraus Charitable Fund
Kara Shaw
Laura and Edward Smith
Catherine Woodling and 
   Evan Strange
Surfrider Foundation 
Georgia Chapter
Vernon Terrell
Unicoi Outfitters
Sean Warren
Westminster Schools    
   Water Warriors

RIVER SUPPORTER 
($101-$249)

Tamara Adelberg
Felicia Andrew
Jarod Apperson
Atlanta Fly Fishing Club
Tiffany Barker

Lewis Barnes
Kyana Bascomb
Chris Bertrand
William Bieler
Marti Breen
Staci Brill
Deana and 
   Bob Brooksher
Alta Brown
Richard Buchman
Andrew Burt
Hezekiah Cannady
Annelies Carl*
David Carlson
Trent Chadwick
Stephanie Van Parys and 
   Rob Cleveland*
Brent Cole
Avery Copa
Benjamin Dahl
Danaher Foundation
Rebecca Doll
Deborah Donovan
Lynmarie Eade
Linton Eberhardt
Jessica Sterling and 
   Ben Emanuel
Fire Maker Brewing
Katherine Fisher
Marina and Andy Fleming
Toni and 
   Geoffrey Freeman
Brian Furgason
Gavin Gaffney*
Dave Garcia
Anne Garrard
Heather Gehrke
Linda Goodiel
Catherine Grimsley
Deb Guffin
Connie Guy
Sue Hankins
Art Hansen
Ellen and Bob Harris
Rachael Hawthorn
Joe Heath
Michael Henson
Hillside Montessori
David Hudgins
David Iwaniec
Alicia and Hal Jacobs*
Renel and Bryan Jenkins*
Sarah Johnson
Barbara Steinhaus and
   John Paul Jordan
Kettlerock Brewing
Kathryn R King
Cathy Knight
David Lane
Louisa Rochard and
   Glenn Legacki
Holly Lessard
William Lewis
Joanne Mabrey

Markel Service  
   Incorporated
Sandra and 
   George Maule
Jonathan Mayer
Malinda McCarthy
Ashley McCarty
Robert McCormick
Rosemary Mcintire
Andrea and Kevin 
Middlebrooks*
Walter Miller
Daniel Miller
Chad Miller
Jules Millogo
Cathy Cortright and 
   Jeff Moore
New York Life Insurance / 
   Hudson Financial Group
Matt Nicholson
Joe Noland
Colten Nugent
Holly Oldham
Scott Patman
Michael Perez
Dale Potts
Marisa and David Preston
Jennifer Provencher
Theresa Quirin
Aquaria Richardson-
   Smith*
Daniel Rogers
Eric Rogers
Jennifer Rowland
Sue Roy
Brent Ryhlick
Alexandra Sawicki*
Esther Shin*
Richard Smith
Kerry Smith
Brent Snyder
William Stahl
Donna and 
   Michael Stevens
Mark Storrs*
Kasey Sturm
Kelly Thomas
Liz and Andy Thompson
Lisa Thule
Paul Tickle
Pat and L.W. Tucker
Tull Charitable
   Foundation, Inc.
Cathryn Valancius
Melinda Warbington
Suzanne and 
   Tom Welander
Miranda Welch
Shelby Woodall
Lindsay and 
   Glenn Zaccara

Donors January through June 2022

NEIGHBORHOOD WATER WATCH
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NEW AND RENEWING
DONORS 
($100 AND LESS)

Suhaila Abdulgader
Kate Abercrombie
Emily Abreu
Accenture
Debra Akin
Christine Alligood
Tanine Allison*
Frederick Alston
Robert Amstutz
Melinda and 
   Dale Anderson
Louis Arcangeli
Abel Arias
Shanna Armour
Will Armstrong
Briana Babani
Christopher Babcock
Tobias Bacalzo
Alan Bailey
Joe Baiyor
Corey Barthelemy
Jim Bartholomew
Rose and Mark Barton
Carol and Alan Beatty
Lee Becham
William Bell*
Jane and Robert Benson
Joseph Bieler
Jennifer Bierman
Sylvia Black
Suzanne Blackwell
Terri Blair
Belle Blanton
Stuart Blencoe
Clifford Blizard
Joi Blume
Bentley Boger
Barbara Boone
Nick Booth
Yogi Borkar
Carla Boudreau
Philippe Bouvier
Mary Boyle
Walter Bready
Mary Breen
Marcia Brelsford
Tim Brenner
Meyly Brizuela
Deylyn Brizuela
Archie Brown
Jack Brown
Leslie Browning
Lauranne Buchanan
Wayne Bullock
KC Burgess Yakemovic
Thomas Burley
John Burt
Erin Bush
Victoria Butcher
Anna Cali
Janet and 
   Stephen Cardwell
Allen Carlson
Craig Carpenter
Farrah Carter
Roberta Casey
Kathy Cavallaro
Liana Chapman

Terry Chappell
Stella Chen
Naeemah Chike
Sue and Tim Chisholm
Tim Chowns
Tina Ciaramitaro
Ellen Claessen
Debra and Rea Clark
Clermont Veterinary  
   Hospital
Mitch Clifton
Kelly Cobb
Juliet and Jeffrey Cohen
Edward Collins
Meredee Conyers
Edward Cook
Yvonne Corbin
Cindi Costoulas
Cynthia Costoulas
Kate Covert
Bill Cox
Sachiko and Stuart Cox
Henry Cox
Cinthia Debatin and 
   Eduardo Crespo 
Lisbelle Crespo
Ashley Cribbs
Dean Crist
Mark Cunningham
Cybergrants
Shivani Darji
Alana Davis
Katherine Davis
Kendra Davis
Scott Davis
Martine De Proost Ford
Natalie Defoor
Cathy DeLaney
Delroy Dennisur
Ashley Desensi
Mark Dessommes
Whit Diggs
Peter Dilts
Keegan Donegan
Frank Donnahoo
The Double Scoop
Matthew Downs
Chris Duane
DeAnna Dudley
Kelly and Mark Dunlap
Tom Dunn
Dunwoody Woman's Club
Monica Dutke
Layna Duvall
Tom Dwyer
Cliff Eason
Anna Ellington
Engineering303, LLC
Tina and Dave Erhardt
Young Family
Todd Fantz
Jimmy Farrar
Jasmin Feldman
Margie Fischer
Davis Flowers
Mary Parker Forbus
Sebastian Forero
Susan and Patrick Foster
Kate Fourmy
Dan Friedman
Carleen Frokher

Colee Frome
Doug Fulle
Laura Funner
Hester Furey
Cathy and Fred Fussell
Dotty Gabrels
Donna and Jim Gawlas
Kathleen and 
   Adam Gegan
David Gell
Mary Lou and 
   Richard Gennings*
Sam Gentsch
Neena and John Ghose
Edward S. Giles
Jim Gilliam
Robert Gladd
Barbara Glazer
Debra Gold
Bill Goldstrohm
Corlyn Gomez
Susan Gonzalez
Sue and Jay Gorday
Carly Gordineer
Jill Gorman
Russell Greatorex
Jillian Griffin
Steve Griffin
Jennifer Griffith
Ron Grimm
Stacy Grolimund
Tammie Guebert
Eluzabeth Guertal
Alisha Guglielmi
Dominic Gulino
Abbie Gulson
Jue Li and Bill Hable
JoAnn Hailey
Mary Catherine Hall
Sydney Haltom
Betty Hanacek
Willie Handlee
Guerry Harbin
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Kaela Hegarty
Michael Hellerstein
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Olga Henao
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Ana Hernandez
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Lesley D. High*
Debra Hill
Alicia Hill
Scott Hill
Austin Hoffer
Robert Holcomb
Bradford Holcomb
Michael Honnold
Charles Hoskins*
Thomas Houlihan
Paul Hudson
Sarah Huitt
Greg Hyde
Evan Hyde
Catherine Iber
IBM Corporation

Renee and Peter Immel
Luke Jackson
Moshe Jacobson*
Dale and Rob Jaeger
Kimberly James*
Caroline Joe
Robert Johns
Alia and Jeffrey Johnson
William Johnson
Jonathan Jones
Brian Jones
Levi Joseph
Sue Joslin
Nate Juster
Art Katz
Scott Kaye
Mary Kelly
Richard Kennard
Deborah Kennicott
Susan Kenny
America and 
   Scott Kimlinger
Dyna Kohler
Lee Kolber
Cindy Kringelis
Ryan Kunjbehari
Nicole Kusnierz
Alison and 
   Chad LaBruyere
Ayobanji Ladipo
Michelle Lanier
Lisa Lariscy
Will Law
Dustin Lee
Patti Lee
Melanie Lerner
Kris Leszczynski
Jann Levesque
Ashley Lewis
Richard Lightsey
Richard Litzky
Amie and Ken Locicero
Patti and Simon Locke
Catherine Love
Michael Lowe
Michael Lowe Weiss
Rob Lynch
Edmond Maes
Lynae Mamey
John Mapel
Juanita Maples
Michelle Maravich
Brittany Marker
Sharon Marshall
Laura I. Martin
Rhonda and Lonny Martin
Carole Martin
Jeff Martin
Susan Martin
Jose Martinez
Charlie Mason
Linda Mather
Anne Mather
Teresa and Patrick 
Mawhinney
Ileana McCaigue
Kevin McCauley
Meryl McCurry
Scott McDaniel
Lauren McDonald
Bill McGoldrick

Sandra McMahon
Sonya McMichael
Elizabeth McMillan
Valerie McMullian
Jaime McMurtrie
MeatEater, Inc.
Carlos Menezes
Phyllis Mercer
Deborah Meunier
Eva Meyer
Susan Middlebrooks
David Middour
Donna and Scott Miller
Jean and Bill Millkey
Patricia Miner
Bradley Moore*
Tonya and Jeff Moore
Lauren Moore
Joel A. Moscosso
Jim Moylan
Dwayne Myers
National Society 
Daughters American 
   Revolution
Joyce Neuner
Kelly Newman
Susan White and 
   Myron Newton
Mia and Kevin Nichols
Scott Nixon
Norcross Garden Club
Lynn Norris
Heather Nurse
Michelle Nyberg
Mary and Merrill Oakes
Gail and Steven Obenauf
Jisha Obukwelu
Keisuke Okamoto
Vickie Olson
Helen Outler Jackson and 
   Bill Jackson
Richard Owens
Ashley Pace
Nydia Palacios
Ram Pandey
Greg Panzer
MarKeshia Parris
Angela Pashia
Patagonia
Jignesh Patel
Suzanne Pauley
David Pearce
Donald Penovi
Barry Persons
Katie Peterson
Helen Phillips
Leslie Phillips
Marabella Phillips
Walter Pickell
Libba and Terry Pickren
Sherry Pierce
Jan Pierce
Andres Pietrantoni
Julia Hill and 
   Paul Pietschner
Eric Pinckney
Ronald Pless
Jay Pollard
Ana Popp
Ann Poser
Charles Prevatte
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Julia Prybys
Gail Pyle
Shannon and Josh Raglin
Leanne and Bill Rakers
Tori Ramsey
Eleanor Ravenwhite
Julie Reck
John Reddick
Steven Redmond*
Stephen Reid
Kelly Reilly
Sandra Rekemeier
Randy Reynolds
Corinna Richards*
Bonny Richardson
Tim Roberson
Sam Robertson
Danny Rock
Cibelis Rosado
Paul Rosenzweig*
Haley Rounsifer
Kristina Rowe
Robert Rozanski
Sydney Rubin*
Roy Rubin
Jennie Rudder
Jana Rudolph
Maria Salmon Rondon
Heydy Sanchez
Deborah Sandford
Rachel and 
   Josh Saulsbury
Javier Sayago
Richard Sayles
Leila Schatz
Joe Schoofs
Gary Schroeder
Jeanne Schultz
Tabitha Schwartz
Kaleigh and 
   Shaun Scruggs
Rebecca Seidel
Amanda and Ben Sellers
Victoria Sessions
Casey Sharp
Doug Shaw
Jeff Shelby
Joyce Sheperd
Jamie Shetler
Carol Shifflett
Doug Shipman
Amy Sibley
Stephanie Simmons
Wanda Sims
Kristina and 
   Leonard Sinclair
Doug Singleton
Nancy Smith
Smoke Rise Garden Club
Mark Soll
Amy Somerville
Arthur Spalding*
Sue Spangler
Don Spencer
Erin Srivastava
Joy and Fred Staeck

Andrea and 
   Michael Stalemark
Rachel Stanley
Jack Stearns
Sarah Stein
Amanda Stentiford
Alyson Stober
Julie and Ray Stokes
Sue Stoudemire
Dwayne Stover
Larry Strain
Parrish Studebaker
Stacey Suber
Karen Sullivan
Olivia Supak
Tally Sweat
Joanne and 
   James Sweeney
Marco Talley
Kristen Taylor
Josie Taylor
Logan Terheggen*
Texas Instruments
   Foundation
The Kroger Company 
   Foundation
Sue Thiessen*
Carl Thomas
Corinne and Jim Thornton
David Todd*
Abbey Tomlin
Travis Towns
Charlene and 
   Stephen Triemer
Anita and John Turlington
Mary and Trey Turner
Rushi Vachhani
Marianne Varley
Kendra Velilla
Brian Versluys
Melissa Vickery
The Village at Deaton
   Creek by Del Webb 
Garden Club
Vera Vogt
Sherry Wade
Waverly and 
   Anthony Wahbeh
Clay Walker
Michael Wallace
Rebecca Wallace
John Wampler
Hoke Ward
Alicia Webb
Robert Weeks
Michael Wells
Carol Wernecke
Donna Werner
Tyler West
Shane Whatley
Laura and Mark Wheeler
Jim Whooley
Lynne Wilbanks
Trudy Wilkerson
John Wilkerson
Sally and James Williams

Robert Williamson
Tonya Wilson
Julie Woo
Kasey Wooldridge
Catherine Wright
Tammy Wright
Deborah Xavier-Mis
Stephanie Yancey
Sharnage Young
Alyssa Bowers-Zamani 
   and Rad Zamani
Catherine Zilber

IN HONOR OF/
MEMORIALS 

In honor of Tammy Bates
Bonny Putney

In memory of Julie Becker
John Dewosky
Dave Hendrick
Nancy Jenkins
Jenny Korstad
Ilene Levinson
John Lynch
Dan  Stewart

In memory of Rick Bellows
Candace Allison
Daniel Bellows
Jeffrey Brown
Madison Copeland
Sandy and Mike Dols
Michele Rozeski and 
   Tony Erdmann
Wendy and 
   Brian Erdmann
Chad, Robert and 
   Beth Erdmann
Alan Hemani
KayLynne Kratzer
Patty Laine
Lynn Leonard
Linda and 
   Greg Olson
Joy Tu

In memory of 
   Manuel Chavez Sr.
Susana Chavez

In honor of the 
   Eversheds Sutherland
   Accounting team
Aurora Fernandez

In memory of 
   Robert Daniel Gredys
Phillip Graham
Dinah and 
   Robert Grollman
Ethan Haase
Roy R Haase Jr
Laura Martin
Mary Saylor
Susan Tursky
Kathy Zimmerman

In honor of 
   Mary B. Griffin
Elsa Bisset

In honor of 
   Mike Hourihan
Melissa and Pete Raack

In memory of 
   Bonnie Jackson
Andrew Schock

In memory of Betty Knight
Jeannie and 
   Charles Smith

In honor of Carol and   
   Brannen Proctor
Helene and 
   Howard Rogers

In memory of Jack 
Anthony Pyle
Barbara Billert
Terri Kracht

In memory of 
   Michael Scott Rosen
Cindy Custer

In honor of 
   Ceil Thompson
Lynn and Michael Briggs

In honor of 
   Captain Mike Tracy
Peter Gordon

In honor of 
   Lisa Brooke Sasseman
D Sasseman

In memory of 
   Ben Simmons
Kathy and Ben Daniel
 
GIFTS IN-KIND 

Accent Cellars
Allison's Honey and 
Vineyard
Ameris Bank 
Amphitheatre
Anne Holifield Art
Artful Home & Garden
Atlanta Botanical 
   Gardens
Avaloo Hemp Shop
Becca Sue Klein
Best Friends on the Lake 
Pooch Pontoon
Bluefin
Bruster's Real Ice Cream
Chattahoochee Golf Club
City Garden Supply
CMC Jewelry
Cool River Tubing
Cox Enterprises, Inc. /     
   Cox Conserves
Custom Crafted    
   Silhouettes
Diamond Auto Spa 
   and Lube
Diana Thurmon Art
Downtown Drafts
Elachee Nature 
   Science Center

Elochee Retreat Center
FAST Friends of Hall  
   County Animal Shelter
Festive Water, LLC
Find Your Center Yoga
Forrest Hills Resort
Gainesville Marina 
   and Boat Sales
Hall County Soil and 
Water Conservation   
   District
Hardman Farm State 
Historic Site
Harvest Moon Plants
The Home Depot - 
   Buford
The Home Depot -  
   Dahlonega
The Home Depot -  
   Gainesville
Johnny's BBQ
Kimberly Clark     
   Corporation
Lake Lanier Sailing Club
The Lavender Lamb
The Lodge at Amicalola 
Falls State Park
Maddy Risser Pottery
My Favorite Photo
Nacoochee Adventures
Nantahala Outdoor 
   Center
New Vision Tattoo
The Orvis Company
Peachtree Waste  
   Management
Pet Pleasers Bakery
Rahab's Rope
Republic Services
Royal Lakes Golf and 
   Country Club
The Schoolhouse 
   AirBNB Rental
Smith, Gambrell and   
   Russell, LLP
Smithgall Woods 
   State Park
The Spa on Green Street
Stormwater Systems, Inc.
The Stout Brothers
Tallulah 1882 Cafe
Tallulah General Store
Tantrum Brewing 
   Company
The Cottage Vineyard
   and Winery
Truelove Bakery
Unicoi Outfitters
Wildewood Shop
Wildwood Outfitters
Zen Ramen and 
   Sushi Burrito

*Monthly sustainers

*CRK RECEIVES 100% BOARD 
AND EMPLOYEE GIVING
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Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
is the only nonprofit 

organization dedicated 
entirely to protecting and 

preserving the Chattahoochee 
River for all the people and 
wildlife that depend on it. 

Through a variety of unique 
projects like those shared in 

this edition of RiverChat, 
CRK has been making a 

meaningful, positive impact 
on the Chattahoochee 
watershed since 1994.

You can help fund these and 
more initiatives to care for 
the Chattahoochee River by 

scanning here:

SUPPORT 
A HEALTHY 

CHATTAHOOCHEE  
RIVER

LIKE WHAT YOU SEE?
You can also share your thoughts about our work, the 
Chattahoochee River, and this edition of RiverChat in our 
quick online survey.

Visit chattahoochee.org/summersurvey2022 to learn more.

SC
A

N
 F

O
R

 S
U

R
V

E
Y

Or, make a donation at 
chattahoochee.org/donate.

SC
A

N
 T

O
 D

O
N

AT
E

CREEKSIDE CHAT WITH WEST ATLANTA WATERSHED ALLIANCE, MAY 19
"It was just a great event and atmosphere; I learned a lot. I’ve been collecting the water 
samples for a few years now and it was good to sit with Mike and others just to learn more 
about why we’re collecting the water samples and how you are able to track down the really 
dirty spots in the water. It was a good learning experience for me and my children - the kids 
really enjoyed it as well." -Fred Erwin

COLUMBUS PRIDE FESTIVAL, JUNE 4
"It was a joy to see the Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper presence at Pride. It was a 
reminder that the Chattahoochee River 
is a resource for everyone to enjoy. The 
Riverkeeper presence at Pride was also 
a reminder that everyone needs to join 
together to protect this natural resource for 
future generations to enjoy." -Paul Lee

WILD & SCENIC FILM FESTIVAL, JUNE 11
"The Wild and Scenic Film Festival  in 
Gainesville allows us to see and hear why the 
work Chattahoochee Riverkeeper does is so 
important. Each community has the option 
to step up and come together when needed, 
and films that highlight community efforts 
across the world help us feel more connected 
and encouraged to  keep protecting this 
watershed." -Andrew Linker

WATER WARRIORS SUMMER BREAK 
PROGRAM SHADOWING, JUNE 2
"Shadowing with Chattahoochee  Riverkeeper as 
part of their inaugural Water Warriors program   
was an invaluable opportunity to learn how 
laboratory analysis of water samples from the 
Chattahoochee  River watershed keeps local 
communities safe. Seeing the process of water 
quality analysis motivated my mom and I to want 
to volunteer with the Neighborhood Water Watch to 
collect water samples for analysis." -Ella Kaufman

ALL KIDS FISH, MAY 14
"I had never been fly fishing before, but Sylvia 
helped me learn. I was so excited I caught a 
rainbow trout on my second cast!! I am so happy 
to have learned to fly fish. I also learned you have 
toto be patient. The trout can jump out of the water, 
run away, or spit out the hook. I learned a lot about 
fishing, clear water, and the environment. I had a 
great time and can't wait to go back there in the 
water." -Matthew Boenig

OTR CAPITAL CORPORATE CLEANUP, 
MAY 13  "We had fun, but also a great 
cause!   It’s amazing to me the critical 
resource that is flowing below us every day 
that needs our help to stay clear and clean. 
What a serene spot we got to see yesterday 
that just happened to be under the busiest 
traffic spot in the state." -Peter Corrigan

DON’T TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT

https://chattahoochee.org/summersurvey2022/
https://chattahoochee.org/donate/
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NATIVE PLANTS USED IN SUSTAINABLE STREAM 
RESTORATION IN LAGRANGE
If someone was asked to imagine the perfect creek, they might 
describe a softly flowing stream, tumbling over smooth stones, 
with a lush, green canopy overhead, filled with a cacophony of bird 
song; but urban creeks do not always match this life-sustaining, 
idyllic ecosystem. 

In the spring of 2022, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper partnered 
with LaGrange College to transform a section of Park Creek in 
LaGrange, a waterway once surrounded by a grassy lawn and 
eroding banks, into a thriving waterway that promotes a healthy 
ecosystem. 

On March 19, two dozen LaGrange College students joined CRK 
staff and volunteers to plant nearly 1,000 native, pollinator-friendly 
grasses and shrubs along a 600-foot section of the creek as it flows 
through the college campus. Rather than a major restoration 
project involving heavy equipment and restructuring of the creek 
bank, CRK took an affordable approach that involves identifying, 
purchasing, and planting native pollinator-friendly vegetation.

The biggest issue at the site was erosion of stream banks, which 
can lead to muddy water and poor conditions for wildlife such 
as fish and macroinvertebrates. The native plants strategically 
selected for this site have extensive root systems that will stabilize 
the creek banks and prevent further erosion. They will also help 
restore habitat for wildlife and provide food and shelter for both 
aquatic and terrestrial species. Leveraging native plants to restore 
the riparian zone of Park Creek will not only help the stream look 
better, but doing so may even lower maintenance costs by reducing 
landscaping that needs to be mowed. 

This project also provides an educational opportunity for 
LaGrange College students to study the effects of a sustainable 
stream restoration. Current and future students will be able to use 
this section of Park Creek to better understand how critical a role a 
healthy stream plays in a well-balanced ecosystem. 

“Having this stream restoration project on campus provides 
opportunities for students to watch the impact of the work we 
did; how changes in the plant community help to model aquatic 
environment of the stream,” says Dr. Mark Yates, Associate Biology 
Professor at LaGrange College. 

With the success of the initial planting, CRK is excited to continue 
working with LaGrange Collect to add more native species to this 
site and ensure its success in the coming months and years.

BEFORE AFTER

LaGrange College students 
planting a Bushy bluestem.

NATIVE FLORA PLANTED 
ALONG PARK CREEK INCLUDE:
Virginia sweetspire
Button bush
Wax myrtle 
Elderberry livestakes 
Big bluestem 
Fox sedge
Swamp sunflower 
Orange coneflower 
Soft rush 
River oats
Blue mistflower
Lance-leaf coreopsis
Southern blue flag iris
Cardinal flower
Lizard’s tail
Soft stem bulrush
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The Chattahoochee has always been 
a warm-water river home to warm-

water fish species like bass, bream, and 
catfish. That changed for one stretch of 
the river in the 1950s when the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers built Buford Dam 
and in turn created Lake Sidney Lanier. 
Built for multiple purposes including 
flood control, power generation, water 
supply, and recreation, the dam also 
created a release of unnaturally cold 
water downstream.

Water that moves 
through Buford Dam 
and released into the 
Chattahoochee River 
comes from deep below 
the lake’s surface at a 
depth of 150 feet 
where the water is 
far from the 
reaches of 

On Thursday, May 19, 2022, 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (CRK) 

and West Atlanta Watershed Alliance 
(WAWA) hosted the first Creekside 
Chat, a Neighborhood Water Watch 
(NWW) forum and review of data from 
the Westside River Rendezvous hosted 
just a few months earlier. 

NWW is a community-based, water 
quality monitoring program that 
engages volunteers in collecting water 
samples from neighborhood creeks 
and sleuthing and resolving sources 
of pollution. Data from the samples is 
then published to a publicly-viewable 
online database, ensuring that everyone 
in the community is able to understand 
the health of waterways in their 
own backyard. The Westside River 
Rendezvous, which CRK also hosted 
in partnership with WAWA, organized 
residents of west Atlanta and other 
volunteers in a one-day snapshot of 
water quality taken at 63 stream sites in 
the area. The Creekside Chat explored 
insights gleaned from both NWW 
and the Westside River Rendezvous, 
including several since-resolved 
pollution events and spills. 

FAUNA FEATURE: BROWN TROUT THRIVE IN THE 
CHATTAHOOCHEE’S CHILL

the sun’s rays, making it extremely  
cold year-round. While previously 
populous natural fish species that 
were used to warmer temperatures 
could no longer survive immediately 
downstream of the dam, the new 
conditions presented opportunities 
for other fish species to thrive. The 
Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) soon began stocking 
the stretch of river immediately below 
the dam with trout - a fish species 
better suited for the chilly water. 

Rainbow and Brown Trout thrived in 
the 48-mile tailwater of Buford Dam 
after being introduced. In fact, Trout 
Unlimited has named this stretch of 

the Chattahoochee as one of the top 
100 trout fisheries in the nation. The 
Chattahoochee River is one of the most 
southern cities with a trout fishery in 
the country; and most importantly, it 
is the United States’ southernmost river 
with a self-sustaining population of 
Brown Trout.

While the Rainbow Trout need to be 
continuously restocked, the Brown 
Trout have not been stocked since 2005, 
due to their being able to successfully 
reproduce along the mainstem of the 
river. Because Rainbows lay their eggs 
in the river’s warmer tributaries, and 
not in the cold waters of the mainstem, 
they cannot naturally reproduce in the 
Hooch. 

While dams can cause varied ecological 
harms, Buford Dam’s influence on the 
survival of trout species in Atlanta’s 
backyard is a surefire testament to the 
quality of the dam’s tailwater.

Friends and volunteers gathered for the 
Creekside Chat at riverside Whitter Mill 
Park, where leaders from CRK and WAWA 
shared meaningful updates on water 
quality work being done throughout 
Metro Atlanta. Representatives from 
the Chattahoochee Brick Company 
Descendant Coalition, Collier Hills 
Civic Association, and the Watershed 
Learning Network weighed in on 
community efforts to track, understand, 
and protect local water quality. The 
Creekside Chat also involved a hike to 
the Chattahoochee River.

The event ran over by nearly an hour, 
with all participants excited by the 
opportunity to connect with new 
neighbors, dive into data they helped 
collect, and hear updates on work being 

done to improve conditions across the 
watershed and in their own streams. 
The next Creekside Chat is expected to 
be held in spring of 2023.

Brown trout from the 
Chattahoochee

10 RIVERCHAT

CREEKSIDE CHAT INCLUDES DATA 
AND DISCUSSION IN WEST ATLANTA

“It was just a great event and atmosphere,” said Fred Erwin, a weekly NWW 
volunteer who attended the Creekside Chat event with his children. “I learned 
a lot. I’ve been collecting the water samples for a few years now and it 
was good to sit with Mike and others just to learn more about why we’re 
collecting the water samples and how you are able to track down the really 
dirty spots in the water. It was a good learning experience for me and my 
children - the kids really enjoyed it as well.”
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Photo by Annie Couch

M embers of Georgia’s delegation 
to the United States Congress are 

working hard to pass a new law and create 
the Chattahoochee River Program. 
Originally introduced by Senators 
Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock in 
cooperation with Representatives 
Carolyn Bourdeaux, Henry “Hank” 
Johnson, Nikema Williams, Lucy 
McBath, and David Scott, the new 
program will improve water quality, 
protect essential public works, and 
restore ecosystems along the river - all 
of which are vital to Georgia’s drinking 
water supply, agricultural industry, 
power generation, and more. 

The Chattahoochee River Program is a 
small part of a massive piece of federal 
legislation called the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) of 2022. The 
WRDA authorizes federal spending and 
management of water projects all over 
the United States. 

In and around the Chattahoochee River, 
the WRDA presents the opportunity 
to develop a comprehensive plan for 
important restoration projects led by the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers. 
Federal, state, and other stakeholders 
like Chattahoochee Riverkeeper will 
have the chance to provide input on 
potential projects within the plan that 
must be completed within two years of 
passage of the WRDA.

Water resource protection and 
restoration projects that may be 
evaluated during the development 
of the comprehensive plan could 
address sediment and erosion, eroding 
shorelines and riverbanks, ecosystem 
restoration, water quality, non-point 
source nutrient pollution, the protection 
of essential public works, and uses of 
dredged material. The plan could also 
consider other initiatives “that may 
enhance the living resources of the 
Chattahoochee River Basin” anywhere 
in the Chattahoochee River basin, 
including in Georgia and/or Alabama.

The Chattahoochee River Program 
will receive $90 million in funding for 
its projects. No one single project may 
exceed $15 million in cost, and every 
project will require a cost-share: 75% in 
federal funds and 25% non-federal. 

The best outcome of the Chattahoochee 
River Program would be to bring together 
state, federal, and other stakeholder 
partners to work as one for the future 

HISTORIC CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER PROGRAM TO 
BRING CHANGE, COLLABORATION TO CHATTAHOOCHEE

of the Chattahoochee River. 
After decades of legal conflict 
over the Chattahoochee’s 
water, collaboration would be 
a welcome change.

National Park Service Superintendent Ann 
Honious, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper Jason 
Ulseth, and Sen. Ossoff tour the river on the 
CRK patrol boat on February 23, 2022.

CONSERVING 
THE CHATTAHOOCHEE

There are always a few extra steps we can take to conserve our water 
resources. Every drop counts when it comes to making sure there’s 

enough of the Chattahoochee River to go around. 

Turn off the tap while 
shaving or brushing teeth

Use a dishwasher - 
and when you do, make 

sure it's fully loaded

 If you have a pool, 
use a cover to reduce 

evaporation when it’s not 
being used

If landscaping, plant native 
plants and low-water 

grasses and shrubs

Install energy-efficient 
fixtures and appliances 

to save energy, which 
saves water

Use a rain barrel to collect 
rain, which you can use to 

water plants and wash cars

Scrape your plate instead 
of rinsing it before loading 

it into the dishwasher

Take showers (they use 
less water than baths)

 8 Tips to Reduce Your Water Use at Home

Recycled rain barrels are on sale now at chattahoochee.org/shop. 
Made from recycled soda syrup drums, each barrel comes complete with 

everything needed for installation and a step-by-step guide.

https://chattahoochee.org/shop/


PRESENTING SPONSOR

RIVER CHAMPION

RIVER BENEFACTOR

RIVER DEFENDER

RIVER ADVOCATE

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Collective Insights Consulting
Republic Services Foundation

Ruby-Collins, Inc.
UPS

AFLAC
Audi Atlanta, A Jim Ellis Family 

Dealership
Axiom Energy

City of LaGrange
HBK Engineering

HPE Gives
Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation

Peach Coffee Roasters
Prime Engineering, Inc.

WEG Electric Corporation
ZWJ Investment Counsel

3 Puritan Mill
916 Joseph E. Lowery Blvd, NW
Atlanta, GA 30318

If you prefer to receive a digital RiverCHAT, 
contact cyork@chattahoochee.org.
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This fall, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
and friends will celebrate 28 years 

of Watershed Wins thanks to the 50th 
anniversary of the Clean Water Act, 
the bedrock law that has enabled CRK 
to do so much good for our waters and 
communities. 

The event will feature special guest 
speaker Jennifer Dorian, President 
and CEO of WABE Atlanta, and honor 
three distinguished awardees. Ilene 
and Ken Kreafle, owners of Reduce, 
are our honored recipients of the River 
Guardian Award for their leadership 
in the environmentally-sustainable 
market and for their community 
activism. Juanita Wallace exemplifies 
what is represented in our River Hero 
Award by serving as a Neighborhood 
Water Watch volunteer for nearly a 
decade. The Georgia Water Coalition 
has earned our River Steward Award 
for providing leadership on our state’s 
water policies for 20 years. 

Keep up with all of CRK’s events and learn more about how to get involved at chattahoochee.org/events.

WATERSHED 
WINS 
A Patron 
Celebration

RIVER ADVOCATE

RIVER CONSERVATOR

FRIEND OF THE RIVER

City of West Point
Downtown West Point Development Authority

Johnny’s Pizza
West Point Development Authority

Boy Scouts of America
SouthState Bank

Wild Leap Brew Co.

SAVE the 
DATE

PRESENTING SPONSORS

NATIVE BROOKIE 

WILD BROWN TROUT

RAINBOW TROUT

NONPROFIT AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS

David and Mary Jane Kirkpatrick

The Tyrone Dillard Family
Cool River Tubing

Anonymous

Anonymous
YMCA of Metro Atlanta
River Through Atlanta

Valley River Rally

WATERSHED WINS, 
A Patron Celebration

October 13 
The Stave Room, Atlanta 

and livestreamed 
to participants at home

For more information, visit 
CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG/PATRONDINNER.

KIDS

https://chattahoochee.org/
https://chattahoochee.org/events/
https://chattahoochee.org/patrondinner/

