
In 1995, an upstart nonprofit 
organization led a coalition 

of downstream municipalities, 
associations, and property owners 
to sue the City of Atlanta for 
releasing untreated sewage into the 
Chattahoochee River, jumpstarting 
almost two billion dollars in necessary 
upgrades to city water infrastructure.  

During the next three decades, Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper would continue to defend the 
public’s right to clean water. In 2001, we 
joined the Lake Lanier Association and 
others to force the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division (EPD) to issue the most 
protective permit in state history to Gwinnett 
County for a new discharge of treated sewage 
into Lake Lanier. This successful effort has 
preserved water quality in Lake Lanier, which 
supports millions of dollars in economic 
activity, recreation, and more.  

In 2014, CRK challenged operations of an 
asphalt sealant company that was intentionally 
releasing toxic coal tar into a tributary less 
than 1,000 feet from the Chattahoochee River. 
That action led to $500,000 for remediation of 
contaminated soils.  

Today, we stand side-by-side in state court 
with the EPD to secure a new permit issued 
to Columbus Water Works for its combined 
sewer discharges to adequately control 
levels of bacteria and chlorine in one of 
the most heavily-recreated sections of the 
Chattahoochee River.  

How is CRK able to deliver these and many 
more victories for the more than five million 
people that depend on the river? By leveraging 

Thank you for supporting our efforts to protect and preserve the Chattahoochee River.
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the Clean Water Act (CWA) and its citizen 
suit provision, which has been an essential 
foundation of our work.  

This year, our nation celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of the CWA and the essential 
tools it provides to protect our watershed. 
While the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act of 1948 was the first major U.S. law 
to address water pollution, it was the 
amendments of 1972 that created the 
CWA and many of the modern programs 
Waterkeepers across the country rely on to 
keep watch over our waterways. 

The CWA was passed half a century ago with 
broad bipartisan support. When President 
Nixon vetoed the act over fears that its 
implementation would prove too costly, 
the Senate and House of Representatives 
in a rare showing overwhelmingly voted to 
override that veto. 

In broad strokes, the CWA made it unlawful 
for any person to discharge any pollutant 
from a point source into navigable waters, 
unless a permit was obtained; and most 
importantly for CRK, it created the citizen 
suit provision, which gives citizens and 
nonprofit organizations the right to step 
into the shoes of government agencies when 
they fail to diligently prosecute the violations  
of law.  

We have used the CWA to force local 
governments to fix sewer spills and upgrade 
publicly-owned sanitary sewage treatment 
plants. We have acted against industrial 
facilities that purposely dumped pollutants 
into our streams; and we have required 
developers to invest in best management 

practices that stop muddy stormwater from 
running off site and into our river.  

During the past decade, multiple 
administrations have attempted to redefine 
the scope of the CWA. In 2015, the Obama 
administration attempted to clarify ambiguity 
about which waters were protected, and 
in 2019, the EPA under President Donald 
Trump tried to reduce the scope of which 
waters were protected. In 2022, the EPA is 
again drafting new regulations to define 
which wetlands and streams will be afforded 
CWA protection alongside our rivers and 
lakes. 

CRK will be commemorating the gold 
anniversary of the momentous CWA at our 
annual Patron Celebration on October 13 
and with various events during the year. 
We hope you will join in our celebration of 
a foundational element of our continued 
success. n

CLEAN WATER ACT TURNS 50 
CELEBRATING THE LAW THAT EMPOWERS CRK 

TO PROTECT THE CHATTAHOOCHEE

50th Anniversary of 
the Clean Water Act

Learn about some 
of CRK's significant 

cases using this essential 
federal law to protect the 

Chattahoochee River.
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I first started fishing the Chattahoochee 
River around 1985 with my dad when 

I was four years old. Neither one of us 
knew what we were doing, and it took 
a couple of years before I caught my 
first trout; but we always had fun and 
eventually those fishing trips built a 
connection to the river that I still have 
to this day.

One thing that I learned early on was if 
the river water had its natural greenish/
clear color water, we were much more 
likely to catch fish. If the river was 
muddy and polluted from nearby 
construction and industrial discharges, 
we were all but guaranteed a shutout. At 
the time as a small kid, I had no idea 
that there were recently-implemented 
federal regulations that said I had the 
right to clean, fishable rivers. The Clean 
Water Act was still in its early stages, 
but it was already charting the path 
for cleaner rivers for future fishermen, 
women and children everywhere.

Today, thanks to the Clean Water Act, 
the Chattahoochee River is cleaner than 
it has been in decades. This is great 

Donna and Jim Gawlas have been volunteering with Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
for more than 10 years. “Cleaning the enchanting river and its tributary streams 

with a group of new and old friends (of all ages, including us elders) sparks great 
joy,” say the proud pair. Throughout the pandemic and beyond, Donna and Jim say 
that paddling in the river or wading in its streams has helped keep them grounded 
and in the present moment. “Looking back over my shoulder at a freshly cleaned 
waterway gives me a lasting thrill. We are grateful to CRK staff for providing this 
volunteer opportunity to us several times a year; together, we are making a huge 
difference.” n
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REFLECTIONS: WHAT THE CLEAN WATER 
ACT MEANS TO ME AS AN ANGLER

FACES OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE: 
DONNA AND JIM GAWLAS

JASON ULSETH, RIVERKEEPER

news for the five million people who 
depend on the river for drinking water, 
but also great news to the thousands of 
people who flock to the river every year 
to wet a line and cleanse their souls. I 
often wonder if I could take my kids 
fishing on the Chattahoochee now if not 
for the Clean Water Act – probably not. 
And that’s why I will stop at nothing 
to defend all attacks on this critical 
legislation. Our future generations of 
anglers depend on it. n

For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

Jason’s son, 
Easton, age 
10, who often 
accompanies 
his dad on 
fishing trips. 

https://chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement/
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New Stormwater Permits for 
Industries and Municipalities 

Every five years, the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division issues permits for 
industrial and municipal stormwater that 
flows off of industrial sites and publicly-
owned storm drains, gutters, roadside ditches, 
and ponds. In 2022, these permits will be 
reissued after a series of stakeholder meetings 
and opportunities to submit comment 
letters to the state. CRK participates in this 
reissuance process as engaging in permit 
development remains one of our best chances 
at making sure these permits adequately 
protect our water quality.

A Chattahoochee Aquatic Sensor 
System Integrated (CASSI) is a 
real-time water quality sensor that 
measures conductivity, temperature, 
and turbidity. Every 15 minutes, 
CASSIs send data over a cellular 
network to a web portal that we 
monitor remotely. Data gathered 
using these important sensors is used 
to track urban water quality issues like 
illicit discharges, stormwater discharge 
from construction projects, and sewer 
overflows. CRK recently installed the 
first CASSI in the headwaters region, 
specifically in Gainesville’s Flat Creek, 
a waterway that has long suffered 
from urban and industrial pollution.

  CRK installs first CASSI         
on Flat Creek

Sewage Spill Makes Its Way 
into Mary Scott Nature Park, 
Dekalb

Lake 
Walter F. 
George

APALACHICOLA

For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

After persistent high bacteria counts in 
Neighborhood Water Watch samples 
collected at Mary Scott Nature Park, 
located in Dekalb County, indicated an 
issue, CRK tracking teams used a series 
of tests to isolate the inspection area 
within the park, where a source was 
identified. DeKalb County Watershed 
Management was called to the scene, where they 
made immediate corrective repairs on the line. 
Several weeks later, after continuing inspections, 
another nearby dislodged eight-inch sewer 
line was found by our tracking teams. DeKalb 
County was again contacted, and our follow-up 
tests now show vastly improved water quality, 
indicating all sources of contamination have 
been located and stopped.

ON PATROL WITH CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER

Investigations continue into the source of fuel identified on 
multiple occasions in a tributary to West Atlanta’s Proctor 
Creek. Coordinated tracking efforts between Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper, local residents, the City of Atlanta, and  
Georgia Environmental Protection Division are underway. 
Tests conducted by the city confirm the presence of Total 
Petroleum Hydrocarbons, which are commonly found 
in fuels. Inspections of several worksites and municipal 
storm drains located at the intersection of Joseph E. Lowery 
Boulevard and West Marietta Street NW that lead into 
Proctor Creek have been conducted, but were not helpful in 
identifying a source.  Any information about the source of 
this ongoing issue or any issue can be reported anonymously 
at www.chattahoochee.org/report-a-problem/.

Diesel spill affects Proctor Creek 
near Westside Reservoir Park

In October 2021, a concerned community 
member filed a Hotline report with 
CRK of a potential illicit discharge into 
Weracoba Creek near Columbus. Upon 
further inspection, CRK staff located 
a nearby outfall with a strong odor of 
sewage and notable sewage fungal growth 
within the lower reach of Lakebottom 
Park. Columbus Water Works (CWW) 
was notified, and a crew responded to the 
issue within hours. CWW found the leak 
upstream of the outfall, and corrected the 
issue. CRK continues to monitor water 
quality in this region to protect public and 
aquatic health.

     Spill Found and Resolved on Weracoba 
Creek, Columbus

EPA Urges New Direction for 
Georgia Coal Ash Storage 
In January, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) clarified that federal regulations 
prohibit disposing of coal ash (toxic waste 
from more than a century of burning coal for 
energy generation) in pits where it is mixed with 
groundwater. This derails Georgia Power’s unsafe 
plans currently under consideration by the Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division, which would 
leave approximately 30 million tons of coal ash in 
unlined pits partially submerged in groundwater 
along the Chattahoochee River in Cobb, Coweta, 
and Heard counties. CRK has long agreed with 
EPA’s interpretation of the law, and we are urging 
Georgia Power to revise its plans and to excavate 
this material from pits along the river and dispose 
of it in permitted, lined landfills. 

https://chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement/
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CRK sued the City of Atlanta to stop illegal discharges of 
untreated sewage into the river. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division (EPD) eventually joined the suit, 
which resulted in approximately $2 billion in upgrades 
to the city’s water infrastructure.

1995 

CRK sued the City of Cumming for illegal impacts to 
Sawnee Creek near Lake Lanier during construction. 
We settled the case by requiring on-site stream 
restoration, and funds for additional restoration and 
education programs in the region, for a total value of 
approximately $1 million.  

CRK joined the Lake Lanier Association and others to 
force the EPD to issue the most protective permit in 
state history for Gwinnett County’s new discharge of 
treated sewage into Lake Lanier. As a result, Gwinnett 
now discharges some of the cleanest treated wastewater 
in the country, preserving water quality in Lake Lanier, 
which supports millions of dollars in economic activity, 
recreation and more.  

CRK filed a lawsuit against warehouse developers who 
clear cut a 55-acre property along Peachtree Industrial 
Boulevard in Buford, resulting in sedimentation 
of Richland Creek, a tributary flowing into the 
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area. We 
settled the case requiring $100,000 in site rehabilitation 
and $250,000 to various projects to benefit the river.  

CRK’S CLEAN WATER ACT CASES OVER THE YEARS  

S ince our founding in 1994, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
(CRK) has used the Clean Water Act (CWA) to require 

developers, industrial facilities, and local governments 
to clean up their pollution, as well as invest billions in 
improvements that result in cleaner water and support 
the economic prosperity of the region.  

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Clean Water 
Act, we have compiled a short list of significant cases in 
which we leveraged this essential federal law to protect 
the Chattahoochee River for the people, fish, and wildlife 
that depend on it. 

2004

CRK sued American Sealcoat and a property owner 
for unpermitted releases of toxic asphalt sealant 
material to a tributary less than 1,000 feet from the 
river in south Fulton County. The lawsuit resulted 
in $500,000 in remediation to the stream and nearly 
$100,000 in supplemental environmental projects to 
benefit the watershed and its communities. 

Columbus Water Works has operated a combined sewer system to 
discharge sewage and stormwater for almost 30 years without limits 
for bacteria it could discharge into the river. CRK pressed the EPD 
to issue a more protective permit with limits on bacteria, which the 
agency did in 2020. When Columbus Water Works challenged the 
permit, CRK joined the lawsuit alongside the state agency to
defend it. The permit was upheld in 2021, pending appeals, 
and will require Columbus to upgrade its outdated 
treatment technologies. n

2014

2009

2017

2019
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS 
FOR HELPING US KEEP WATCH OVER OUR WATERS!  

RIVER BENEFACTOR 
($10,000 AND UP) 

Ames Family Foundation 
Kitty and Glenn Bosio 
Amy and Kenton Brown 
Thalia and Michael C.   
   Carlos Foundation 
The Coca-Cola Company 
The Coca Cola    
   Foundation, Inc. 
Colonial Pipeline
   Company 
Cox Enterprises/ 
   Cox Conserves 
Ellis Communications /  
   Bert Ellis  
George Brown Trust 
Georgia-Pacific   
   Corporation 
Shearon and 
   Taylor Glover 
Abby and 
   Gerard Gunthert 
Jeffrey Harper 
HBB Foundation 
Imlay Foundation, Inc. 
Isdell Family Foundation 
J.M Huber Corporation 
Mary Jane and 
   David Kirkpatrick 
Norfolk Southern    
   Foundation 
The Orvis Company 
Sally and Pete Parsonson 
The Nancy P. and Richard  
   K. Robbins Family 
   Foundation 
Patti and Don Ross 
Laura and 
   Rutherford Seydel 
Stockel Family Foundation 
The Tides Foundation /
   Google 
Turner Foundation 
UPS 
Wells Fargo 
Wilson Family Foundation 
Yamaha Motor
   Manufacturing 
   Corporation of America 

RIVER DEFENDER 
($5,000-$9,999) 

Aveda Institute Atlanta 
The Charter 
   Foundation, Inc. 
City of Gainesville 
City of LaGrange 
Lori and Ken Cohen 
Collective Insights, LLC. 
Cool River Tubing 
   Company 
Coweta-Fayette EMC 
Anna F. Dancu 

Victor Haydel / 755 
   Restaurant Corporation 
Bonnie Jackson 
   (memoriam) 
Kimberly Clark 
   Corporation 
LaGrange Grocery 
   Company 
Gale and 
   Steve McKibbon 
NewFields 
Nolan Transportation 
   Group 
Thomas E. Noonan 
   Family Foundation 
North Georgia 
   Community Foundation 
Catherine Owens 
Republic Services 
Yardi Systems, Inc.

RIVER ADVOCATE 
($2,500-$4,999) 

Altar’d State, Mall 
   of Georgia 
Anonymous 
Base Brands 
Carroll EMC Foundation 
Gail and David Chester 
Missy and Clay Courts 
Mandy and 
   Knox Culpepper 
Denise Donahue and 
   Simone du Boise 
EYP, Inc. 
Julie Hairston 
Merrill Lynch 
North Center Productions 
Fran and Steve O'Day 
Porsche Cars 
Barb Price 
Andrea and John Pruitt III 
Amrit Robbins 
Wesley Rondinelli 
David Shaffer 
Jeannie and 
   Charles Smith 
Smith, Gambrell & 
   Russell, LLP 
Lynn and Shea Sullivan 
Troup County Board 
   of Education 
Trust for Public Land 
Melody Wilder Wilson    
   and David Wilson

RIVER 
CONSERVATOR 
($1,000-$2,499) 

Jeff and Kim Adams 
Graham Anthony 
Beverly and John Baker 
Katie Balthrop 
Robert Beck 
Callie and Riddick Beebe 

Sally Bethea 
Ruth Brooks 
Sidney and Don Childress 
Michael Cobb 
John and Golda Cohen 
Juliet and Jeffrey Cohen 
Walter Craig Jr. 
Rebecca and 
   Kevin Cranford 
John and Grace Davidson 
Rich Donnellan 
Ralph Ehrich 
EMSA Fund, Inc. 
Flint Riverkeeper 
Ford & Harrison LLP 
The George S. And Edna 
   L. Cobb Foundation 
John and Eileen Gilberto 
Selma and Tom Gore 
Graphic Packaging 
   International, LLC 
Caroline and 
   Mark Greatrex 
Michael Hahn 
Elizabeth Hale 
Catherine Hall 
Jimmy Harris 
Elizabeth and Ken Hixson 
Cindy Hopper 
Angela Kaliban 
Susan and 
   Max Ker-Seymer 
Ilene and Ken Kreafle 
Patricia and 
   Donald Lehman 
Loomis Foundation 
Molly and Kip Lynch 
Cecilia and Bill Maher 
Donna and Bill Malloy 
Elizabeth Meloy 
Mightycause 
MillerCoors 
Mincey Marble 
   Manufacturing, Inc. 
Jackie and Tony Montag 
Katharine and 
   Andrew Montgomery 
Melvin Moore 
Cheri and Terry Morris 
Joe Noland 
Thomas L. Owen 
Andrew Philippo 
Kristen and Peter Protos 
Radiance Solar 
Jess Hunt-Ralston and 
   Chad Ralston 
Eleanor and 
   Tom Ratchford 
Michael Revitsky 
Jacob Riherd 
Sylvia and Ron 
   San Martin 
Sean Santiago 
Savannah and 
   John R. Seydel 
Snellings Walters 
   Insurance Agency 

Beth St. Jean 
Stanley Family Foundation 
Jennifer Still 
Greer and 
   Alexander Taylor 
Julie and Louis Todd 
Alan Toney 
Todd Wandtke 
Catherine Woodling and 
   Evan Strange 
Mary and Charlie 
   Yates Family Fund 
Alex Young

RIVER PATRON 
($500-$999) 

AmazonSmile Foundation 
Sara Zeigler and
   Phil Amon 
Aquascape Environmental 
Ann and Ted Beason 
Peggy Benkeser 
Jennifer and 
   Paul Bennecke 
Brandy Blaylock 
Courtney Braswell 
Jeri Breiner 
Lynn and Michael Briggs 
David Butler 
Jesse Carson 
Ed Castro  
Janet Chapman 
Chattahoochee Valley 
   Community College 
Clayton Distributing 
   Company, Inc. 
Susan and 
   Ron Determann 
Sandi and David Dunbar 
William Duncan 
Cheri and Michael English 
Audra and Daniel Esrey 
Pat Fagan 
Lora and 
   Geoffrey Fishman 
Susan Fletcher 
Friends of Gainesville 
   Parks and Greenways 
Friends of 
   McIntosh Reserve 
Judy and Eddie Garland 
Joan and Bill Goodhew III 
Susan and Leo Goodsell 
Catherine Hayes 
Emily Helveston 
Doug Herndon 
Interface, Inc. 
Marcia and 
   Richard Jacobson 
Douglas Kallman 
Lucy and Jim Kieffer 
Mary Kilgo 
Uriel Kitron 
Annie Godfrey and
    John Kittle, Jr. 
Jonathan Klein 
Peter Kobliska 
Michelle Liebergesell 
Meredith and 
   Daniel Locke 
Tony Martin 
Kathy May 

Kevin McCauley 
Aaron McWhorter 
Phyllis Miller 
Donna Mincey 
Neil Ortkiese 
Maureen and 
   Thomas O'Shea 
Mary Jane and 
   John Piazza 
Libba and Terry Pickren 
Charlotte Pugh 
Clare and Norm Richie 
Susanne Keough and  
   Sydney Roberts 
Steve Romeyn 
Bill Roper 
Stan Samuels 
Nancy and John Sanker 
Martha and 
   Conner Seabrook 
Clark Seydel 
Pamela and 
   Jeffrey Simyon 
Celeste and Jay Smith 
Valerie Haftel and 
   Jennie Soria 
Ann Steel 
Susan and Philip Still 
Jennifer Stump 
Mandisha Thomas 
Didier Viala 
Robert Vogelei 
Mary Webb 
John Whittemore

FRIEND OF 
THE RIVER ($250-$499) 

ABM Industries 
Anonymous 
Carolyn Appen 
Claire Arnold 
Atlanta Audubon Society 
Atlanta Jewish Foundation 
Carol and Woody Bartlett 
Melanie Blanchard 
Bentley Boger 
Susan Bowman 
Susan and Bill Brooksher 
Malik Brown 
Collins Brown 
Patrick Browne 
Chi Campbell 
Stephanie Van Parys 
   and Rob Cleveland 
John Cooper 
Betty and Sean Coy 
Jane Alice Craig 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   James DeVries 
Jennifer Edge 
Suzanne Eskin 
First Presbyterian Church 
Frank Family Foundation 
Catherine Pendleton 
   and Robert Fritz 
Gary Garrett 
Georgia ForestWatch
Tamra and Steve Glenn 
Greenprint, LLC 
Jennifer Gregory 
Edgar Hart 
Michael Hastings 

July 2021 through
December 2021
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Hauser Family 
Richard Henry 
Cathy and Phillip Hodges 
Joan and Bill Hoffman 
Sam Hudson 
J&J Education 
Lionel Johnson 
Jane Harmon and 
   Mikell Jones 
Kresge Foundation 
Lafayette Society of 
   Performing Arts 
LaGrange Sierra Club 
Susan Lautenbacher 
Susan Loewenberg 
Elise and Dan MacIntyre 
Betty Obenshain 
   and Brad Marsh 
Jennifer McCall 
Judy and Taylor Merrill 
Robert Miller 
Misubishi Electric 
   Foundation 
Janna and Jack Morgan 
Amy and Doug Nadler 
Oak Mountain Academy 
Olive Plants Homeschool 
Marcia Knight and 
   Donald Orr 
John O'Sullivan 
Sharon Pauli 
Michelle Pendleton 
Tim Phillips 
Rosie and Robert Popp 
Victor Prevatt 
Jon Radtke 
Heather Richardson 
Gordon Rogers 
Megan and Ryan Rogers 
Brian Ruppert 
Virginia Schenck 
Gregory Schwarz 
Fredrika Scruggs 
Burke Searls 
John Shaw 
Terry Shikano 
Mary and Branch Sinkule 
Sister Rivers Project 
St. Thomas 
   Episcopal Church 
Amanda and Nate Stibbs 
Esther and Jim Stokes 
Liz and Andy Thompson 
Kay Todd 
Lee Towns 
Lea Volpe 
Lloyd Walmsley 
Stacey and Jason Weldon 
Peter Wellman 
Woodruff & Howe 
   Environmental  
   Engineering, Inc. 
Katherine Woodruff 
   Williams 
Christine Yeager

RIVER SUPPORTER 
($101-$249)

Lea Agnew 
James Albert 
Jan Albitz 
L. Leighton Alston 
John Ames 
Frank Banks 
Rose and Mark Barton 
Bryan Bassett 
Leslie Battle 
Penelope and
   Ronnie Bernath 
Elizabeth Bibby 
Janet Blackmon 
Anne Blankinship 
Ashley and Bill Bollwerk 
Lisa Borowsky 

Margery and 
   William Bouris 
Eric Boye 
Staci Brill 
Marcia Brown 
Kristina Brown 
Jane Brubaker 
Christine and Keith Bruno 
Peggy Amend and 
   Robert Buschman 
Charles Byrd 
Julie Campbell 
Glen Carpenter 
Stuart Cashin 
Alice and 
   Dennis Champagne 
Charities Aid Foundation 
   of America 
Shelley Childers 
Darby Christopher 
Mitch Clifton 
Pam Coffey 
Jaclyn and 
   Michael Connell 
Greg Corey 
Lorrie Coulson 
Sean Cox 
Caroline and 
   Tom Crittenden 
Decatur Candle Company 
Rick Doner 
Patty Dontje 
Dunwoody Garden Club 
Ken Durand 
Eagles Nest Educators  
   Association Inc. 
Carleton Ealy 
Kathleen and Dutch Earle 
Robert Ellis 
Anne and Martin Emanuel 
Kayla Engle-Lewis and 
   Jeffrey Lewis 
Carol Exton 
David Fields 
Tracey Foster 
Carolina and 
   Sam Friedman 
Doug Fulle 
Gavin Gaffney 
Mary and 
   Richard Gerakitis 
Mary and Frank Gordon 
David Greaves 
Scott Havlak 
Jane Hemmer 
Katherine and 
   David Hendrickson 
Amanda Hoffman 
Frank Holden 
Horace Holderfield 
Fran and Charles Holland 
Daniel Hourigan 
Kristin House 
Carl Johnston 
Bill Jones 
Kelly Jordan 
Nate Juster 
Cecily and 
   Henry Kannapell 
Stephen Kiehl 
Christopher Kingsbury 
Nancy Jo and Daniel Kirk 
Stephen Klein 
Lee Kolber 
Diane and 
   Gene Korzeniewski 
The Kroger Company 
   Foundation 
Gregory Lawrance 
James Loyd 
Michael McBride 
Regina McEwen 
John Miles 
Kathleen Miller 
Selene and 
   Donald Morgan 

Jackson Murray 
Madeleine Murray 
Gail and John Neeld 
Christine O'Cleary 
Steve Oppenheimer 
Outside World Outfitters 
Craig Pendergrast 
Perry Family 
James Petty 
Leslie Phillips 
Diane and David Pitts 
Nancy and Lendy Poole 
Bonny Putney 
Marcia Postal-Ranney 
   and Tim Ranney 
Normary Rivera Colon 
Andrew Rodriquez 
Lynn and David Rogers 
Kelli and David Ross 
Sue Roy 
Ruben Salazar 
Jacqui Sands 
Rein and Jane Saral 
Nadia Sawicki 
Paul Schramm 
David Schultz 
Reid Scott 
Cheryl Shaw 
Skrynecki Family 
David Smalley 
Don Spencer 
Kibibi Springs 
Ruth Sutton 
Joyce Taaffe 
Wolfgang Tiedtke 
Laurie and Peter Tosto 
Ganesh Venugopal 
Cathy and John Villines 
Leigh Violante 
David Walmsley 
Rachel Wright 
Dena and David Young 
David Zeigler

NEW AND RENEWING
DONORS 
($100 AND LESS)

Douglas Adair 
Tamara Adelberg 
Amanda Alford 
Christine Alligood 
Ina Allison and Jeff Hite 
Renee Alonso 
Valerie and Cotten Alston 
Frederick Alston 
Collin Anderson 
Nina Andruzzi 
Jan and Mike Angstadt 
Anonymous 
Robert Anservitz 
Nicole Armentrout 
Mitu Assefa 
Nathan Azarowicz 
Holley Badger 
Brenda Bahel 
James Bailey 
Daniel Baird 
Sandy and Lenny Barmak 
Carol and Alan Beatty 
Travis Beggs 
Tara Bennett 
Valerie and 
   Christopher Bennett 
Megan Berger 
Chris Bertrand 
Jim Bertrand 
Sarah Besozzi 
Joseph Bieler 
Sue Binder and Jeff Sacks 
Steven Blackburn 
Thomas Blum 
Phil  Bonelli 
Robin Boulter 
Justan Bounds 
Jonathan Braun 

Evan Brockman 
Anne Brodie Hill 
Jeff Brown 
Jane Brown 
Charles Brunson 
Janice Bryan 
Jeremy Burger 
Nafeesah Burson 
Kirby Burt 
Michael Byrd 
Austin Cain 
Ms. Pat Calmes 
Victoria Calvin 
Grace Camp 
Brenda Canupp 
Wendy Cardell 
Joanne Carlton 
Dennis Carman 
Allison Carter 
Christopher Cassell 
David Castaldini 
Mary Cauley 
Catherine Cheatham 
Sara Cheshire 
Tammy Clabby 
Jim Claxton 
Kelly Cobb 
Janet and George Cohen 
Richard Cohen 
Katherine Compton 
Roberta Cook 
Yeou-Rong Jih and 
   Timothy Cook 
Natalie Copeland 
Katherine Coppedge 
Clare Costello 
Bill Cox 
Sandra and Bill Crawford 
Kathleen Crawford 
Barbara Crawford 
Mary Creech 
Caroline Crowder 
Cal Crutchfield 
Mary Lou Dabbs 
Thomas Dannemann 
Craig D'Arcy 
Wilma Daugharty 
Wesley Daughtry 
Felicia Davis 
Dian and Michael Deimler 
Sharvari Desai 
Clement Desaulniers 
Penny Dillon 
Direct Shops LLC 
Maria H. Dolan 
Teresa Dore 
Kelly Dugan 
Dunwoody Woman's Club 
Diane Durant 
Francine Dykes and   
   Richard Delay 
William Eager 
Blake Eason 
Lauren Eastburn 
Margaret Edwards 
Janina Edwards 
Nicholas Elliott 
Evan Erwee 
Frank Etheridge 
Stephen Fabian 
Randall Farmer 
Virginia Ferrell 
Margi Flood 
Beth Fordyce 
Thomas Foley 
Donnie Foster 
Mark Funk 
Geri and Tim Gagat 
Elsa Gaines and
   Joe Meyer 
Donna and Jim Gawlas 
Jerry Gentry 
Sam Gentsch 
Tom Gibson 
Barbara Glazer 

Carrie Furman and 
   Jeffrey Glover 
Bobby Goldstein 
Helen and Ted Gordon 
John Gordon 
Yaacov and Jody Gothard 
Daniel Gray 
Jacqueline and 
   Gary Greenhood 
Rebecca Gregory 
Dinah and 
   Robert Grollman 
Gregory Grossman 
Michael Hagearty 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   Nedom Haley 
Willie Handlee 
Kathleen Hanna 
Scott Hansard 
Susan Harmon 
Helen Harrison 
Joseph Healy 
Tammy and Curt Helling 
Carolyn Henry 
James Hobbs 
Evelyn Hopkins 
Shae Hoschek 
Brett Howell 
Anne and 
   Rene Huberdeau 
Rebekah and 
   Greg Hudgins 
Connie and 
   David Huelsbeck 
Sylvia Huron 
Charles Hyatt 
Carlos Inacio 
Garrick Isert 
Michael Isham 
Joel Iverson 
Angela Ivester 
Gaby Ivie 
Helen Outler Jackson 
   and Bill Jackson 
Ann and Joseph Jennings 
Ginny Johansmeier 
Jeanne and 
   Stephen Johnson 
Leslie and Chuck Johnson 
Tracey and 
   Edward Johnson 
Melissa Thurmond 
   and Elliott Jones 
Debra and Daniel Jones 
Mary Beth and 
   Ben Jordan 
Jennifer and Bill Kaduck 
Myrna and 
   Stewart Kallam 
Sharon Kane 
Scott Kaye 
Laura Kearns 
Holly and Jason Keeline 
Mary Keesee 
Lisa and Troy Keller 
Audrie Kelton 
Teresa Kendrick 
Robert Kennedy 
Denise Kent 
Laura Keys 
Jack Killorin 
Eric King 
Gillespie Kirkland 
Harriet and 
   Kip Kirkpatrick 
William Kitchens 
Peter Klein 
Art Kunberger 
Ewell Lammy 
Judy Lawrence 
Michael Levine 
Shakira Lewis 
Michelle Liebergersell 
Jennifer Lindsey 
Kaitlin Little 
Jim Long 
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Sue and Bill Lott 
Mark Lown 
Crystal Luke 
Barbara Lynn 
Kathy Lynn 
Mallory Family 
Anna Marlen 
Gail and
   Howard Marshall 
Priscilla Marshall 
Daniel Marte 
Melissa Martin 
Barbara and Art Mathis 
Sandra and 
   George Maule 
Wendee and 
   Ben Maxwell 
Rachel and Chris McBride 
Jeff McDonald 
Jean and 
   Edward McDowell 
Christine McKay 
Stuart Meddin 
Taylor Melesh 
Cody Meshes 
Jason Metzger 
Judy Meyer and 
   Gene Helfman 
Don Millen 
Rose and Ross Miller 
Debra Miller 
Paul Miller 
Roger Moister Jr. 
Nancy and 
   Steve Moorman 
JH Moreland 
Brian Moss 
Jim Moulton 
David Mitchell Muehring 
Trudy Murphy 
Alan Neal 
Wes Neal 
Mark Nestle 
Beth and Roger Nott 
Brandi Obrien 
Denise and Tim Olive 
Joyce Oliver 
James O'Neill 
Clare O'Shaughnessey 
Rick Parker 
Dey and Pick Parks 
Michael Patterson 
Kristie Perling 
Karen and Joel Piassick 
Dita Pickering 
Suzanne Prince 
Kayla and Lee Pruett 
Gregory Puckett 
Diane Pullins 
Glenn Quiggle 
Seth Ramesh 
Stephanie Ramsey 
Kalley and Paul Range 
Walt Ray 
Leslie Raymer 
Roberta and Chip Reed III 
Douglas Rieder 
Michael Roberts 
Nancy Roberts 
Karen and Clay Rolader 
Haley Rounsifer 
Kristina Rowe 
Bob Ruby 
Richard Rudy 
Heather Salters 
Joseph Saurini 
Jeanne Schultz 
Susan Lunn and 
   Kurt Schurenberg 
Mark Schwabacher 
Paul Sconyers 
Nancy and Cyrus Sharp 
Don Sharp 

Jocelyn Shelton 
Tom Shillock 
Richard Simmons 
Theresa Siroky 
Robert Sloan 
Stacey Sloan Blersch 
Ric Smith 
Caroline Smith 
Natalie Snedden 
Jeff Soracco 
Mark Soss 
Gena Spears 
Katie Sponberger 
John Steed 
Margaret Stephen 
Laura and 
   Richard Stevens 
Carol Stewart 
Cheri Stone 
Robert Stout 
Jenny Streeter 
Christen Stricklin 
Mary Lou Strodel 
Jean Stroman 
Laurel Sybilrud 
Donna and James Sylvan 
Stephanie Tacker 
Rich Telljohann 
Angie Thomas 
Dr. and Mrs. Tietjen 
Sean Tisdale 
Marcia Tourtellott 
Glenda Triemer 
Rodney Trugman 
Vicki and Walter Tschinkel 
William Turk 
Anita and John Turlington 
Beryle Tylar 
Dawn and Jason Ulseth 
Lynn Boyd and 
   Harry Vann 
Kate Verner 
Melanie and Keith Vickers 
Vera Vogt 
Kenneth Walker 
Joshua Walling 
Lynn Walston 
Karen Walters 
Molly Warendh 
Faye and David Westfall 
Chase Westfall 
Richard and 
   Annie Wheeler 
Jon Whipkey 
Nicole Wien 
Wildwood Outfitters 
Bruce Williams 
Jennifer Williams 
Robert Williamson 
Susan Wilson 
AD Wingers 
Thomas Winn 
Nancy Conley and 
   Robert Wlodarczyk 
Chuck Woddail 
Ashley Woitena 
Kasey Wooldridge 
Caelia Wysocki 
Brad Yates 
Jennifer Young 
Louis Young

MONTHLY 
SUSTAINERS/
EMPLOYEE GIVING  
Accenture 
Tanine Allison 
Lynn Brown 
Annelies Carl 
John Clarke
Richard M. Gennings 
Matthew Grund 
Cameron Hawkins 

Carol Hayes 
Lesley D. High 
Charles Hoskins 
Alicia Jacobs 
Moshe Jacobson 
Kimberly James 
Bryan Jenkins 
Maggie Maddrey 
Kevin Middlebrooks 
Larry Montagne 
Bradley  Moore 
New York Life Insurance / 
   Hudson Financial Group 
Beth Kosman and 
   Martin Pearson 
Joan Piccalo 
Steven Redmond 
Corinna Richards 
Paul Rosenzweig 
Sydney Rubin 
Alexandra Sawicki 
Hubertus Schubert 
Esther Shin 
Arthur Spalding 
Mark Storrs 
Sue Thiessen 
David Todd 
Matt Williams

IN HONOR OF/
MEMORIALS 
In honor of David 
Bogrand Abrohams 
Richard Abrohams 

In honor of Sebastian 
Almeida-Hall 
Nancy Hall  
In honor of  
Bryan L. Baker 
Jennifer and Kyle Phillippi 

In honor of Tammy Bates 
Catherine and  
John Spillman 

In honor of Mike Berg 
Amanda Lammers 

In honor of Jeremiah Blair 
Diane Ledbetter 

In honor of Kaitlin 
Crawford 
Randy Laue 

In honor of 
Dr. William T. Dowdell 
Emily Dowdell 

In memory of 
Jon Andrew Erickson 
K. Ellen Hagan 
Colleen Lancial 
Pam Shropshire 
John Terrell III 

In honor of 
Fox and Family 
Anand Srinivasa 

In honor of Buddy Hall 
Mike Stoudt 

In honor of Jenn and 
Damon Henn 
Heather Kopanoff 

In honor of Zachary 
Hennessee 
Emily Hennessee 

In honor of Gay Henry 
Lisa Barnhart 

In memory of Joni House 
Linda Hodges 

In memory of 
Bonnie Jackson 
Susan Kidd 
Sheila Segal 

In honor of Henry Jacobs 
Sidney M. Gay 
Craig Melton 

In honor of 
David Kirkpatrick 
Kristin and Kirk Domescik 

In honor of 
Constance Lorig 
Carrie Lorig 

In memory of Joyce 
Reeves Milsap
Connie Propes 

In honor of Lydia Lynn 
Ellis Moore 
James Moore 

In honor of 
Val and Joe Myers 
Elizabeth Castor 

In honor of Mike Meyer 
JoAnn and Ken Meyer 

In honor of Megan Nellen 
Kimbrell Smith 

In honor of 
J. Dudley Ottley Sr. 
Catherine and 
   Dudley Ottley 

In honor of Sue Perez 
Kimberly Bowman-Scott   
   and Brad Scott 

In honor of 
Kathleen Rehling 
Jennifer Lynch 

In honor of 
Margaret Reneke 
Ellen Reneke 

In honor of 
Dr. Kim Serravezza 
William Serravezza 

In honor of David Smalley 
Patricia Reiter 

In honor of Kelly and 
   Tim Smith 
Karen and Kevin  
   Harrington 

In honor of Cort Swanson 
Sue Swanson

GIFTS IN-KIND 
Affairs To Remember 
Affordable Veterinary 
   Services 
Alpharetta Outfitters 
American Axes 
American Spirit 
   Whiskey Distillery 
Ameris Bank  
   Amphitheatre 
Anonymous Pet Lover 
Gareth Asher 
Atlanta Hawks 
Bossman Custom Guitars 
Bradford World 
   Renown Portraiture 
Brewed To Serve 
Cadmus Environmental 
   Design Build 
Cartecay Vineyards 
Matthew Franklin Carter 
CeNita Winery 

Center for Puppetry Arts 
Chicopee Woods 
   Golf Course 
Circe Tsui 
Deluxe Body Sculpting 
Elachee Nature 
   Science Center 
Martin Emanuel 
Etowah Meadery 
The Fish Hawk 
Flint Riverkeeper 
Foothills Chapter of 
   Trout Unlimited 
Friends of Georgia State    
   Parks and Historic Sites 
Cathy Fussell Quilts 
Georgia Audubon 
Giving Tree Yoga 
   & Wellness 
Gerard Gunthert 
Headwaters Outfitters 
Henry Cowan Fly Fishing 
High Museum of Art 
Historic Oakland   
   Foundation 
Henry Jacobs 
Devin Lancaster 
Mary Anne and 
   Jaime Lanier  
Len Foote Hike Inn 
Maker's Mark 
Mauri Fly Fishing 
Randy McDow 
Miss Mayfly 
ModernImage Atlanta 
Nantahala Outdoor 
   Center 
Nearly Native Nursery 
Omaha Brewing 
   Company 
Orvis Alpharetta 
Orvis Atlanta 
The Orvis Company 
OTR Capital 
Pasta Pantaleo 
   Signature Gallery 
Patagonia 
Peachtree Waste 
Porsche Cars 
Justin Powell 
Purple Gaia 
Reduce 
Reformation Brewery 
Reynolds Lake Oconee 
Richland Estate And 
   Rum Distilleries 
River Through Atlanta 
Savannah Bee Company 
SCAMPer Van 
Smith, Gambrell, 
   and Russell, LLP 
Soque River Watershed 
   Association 
Stone Mountain Park 
Stormwater Systems, Inc. 
Tantrum Brewing 
   Company 
Tellus Science Museum 
The Gifted Ferret 
Tiger Mountain Vineyards 
Toadfish Outfitters 
Total Wine & 
   More Atlanta 
Unicoi Outfitters 
United Women on the Fly 
Van Michael Salon  
Vibe Kayaks 
Gordon Walker 
Wild Adventures 
Zoo Atlanta

*CRK RECEIVES 100% 
BOARD AND 

EMPLOYEE GIVING

https://chattahoochee.org/become-a-member/
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BAMBOO WHO? 
A LOOK AT THE 

NATIVE BAMBOO OF 
THE CHATTAHOOCHEE

Arundinaria is unique as it is the only native genus of bamboo found in North 
America. There are three currently accepted species found in the genus, which is 
part of the Poaceae, or grass family. These species are giant cane (A. gigantea), switch 
cane (A. tecta), and hill cane (A. appalachiana). 

Both giant and switch cane are common along creek banks, floodplains, and swampy 
areas, although switch cane is reliant on the extra wetness to survive. Unlike the 
other species the newly described hill cane is restricted to a small area within the 
southern Appalachian Mountains and is found in upland areas. 

These plants provide many benefits to their environment. They have extensive root 
systems which prevent erosion and filter sediment. They are host plants for a number 
of uncommon skipper and pearly eye butterfly species; the caterpillars of which feed 
only on the leaves of the bamboo and cannot survive without their host plants. 

Historically, vast canebreaks, or stands, of bamboo found in our area provided shelter 
and habitat for animals, including the timber rattlesnake, which is in decline across 
its natural range. Indigenous peoples used them for building materials, weapons, 
basketry, food, medicines, and more. From post-European colonialization to present, 
human activities such as clearcutting, grazing, and fire suppression have reduced the 
once prolific canebreaks by 98%. 

The newest threat to our native bamboo comes from the invasive golden bamboo 
(Phyllostachys aurea). This Asiatic species was brought to Montgomery, Alabama 
in 1882 for use as fishing poles. It has since escaped cultivation from old homesites 
and spread rapidly throughout the Southeast. Due to its fast growth, it outcompetes 
native species, and creates dense stands, which have no ecological benefit to native 
animals in our area. It is easy to tell the invasive from the natives, as the Golden 
Bamboo has a much larger diameter, and stalks often turn a bright yellow color upon 
death. Efforts are underway to combat the invader, but it has a firm hold throughout 
the Southeast and in our basin. 

“Our three species of bamboo are found nowhere else on earth,” said Ashley Desensi, 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper Technical Programs Specialist. “These plants should be 
protected, especially due to their vulnerability to invaders like the non-native golden 
bamboo.” Although our native bamboo may not be the most eye-catching, giant cane, 
switch cane, and hill cane are integral parts of the ecosystems found in our watershed 
and worthy of watching over. n

In October of 2021, 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 

(CRK) unveiled our new logo and 
look to help communicate our 
ongoing dedication to the future 
of the Chattahoochee River. The 
rebrand came about as a result 
of our partnership with Ideabar, 
a Cox Enterprises company, who 
awarded CRK the winners of 
their Good for Green contest. 
The new logo and overall style 
are just some of the $250,000 
worth of support Ideabar 
generously donated. Their work 
also includes a new website 
(in progress), informational 
materials to help spread the 
word about our work, and other 
projects. Stay tuned to see more. 

Walking along the banks and in floodplains of creeks and streams in the 
Chattahoochee River basin, you can find a habitat rich in flora and 

fauna. Due to the vibrant diversity of life in our area, the river canes, members 
of the genus Arundinaria, may seem insignificant. However, our native bamboo 
species play a key role in a healthy ecosystem. 

INSIDE CRK’S 
NEW LOOK

A sun represents CRK’s 
enduring optimism 

for the future of 
the Chattahoochee 

River, as well as our 
commitment to watching 

over the river through 
sundown and sunset.

The shield shape captures 
our role as a watchdog 
for the river and our work 
to gaurd it from threats.

Artwork of the mountains 
and water communicates the 
scope of our work, from the 
mountains in north Georgia 
where the river gets its 
start and throughout all the 
waterways that make up the 
Chattahoochee watershed. n
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Behind every successful cleanup, there 
is an exceptional team of volunteers 

working to get closer to our goal of a Trash-
Free Chattahoochee.

In 2021, CRK hosted 41 cleanups with 900 
volunteers. Together, we removed 28 tons of 
trash. On top of that, Sweep the Hooch, held 
March 2021, resulted in 35 tons of trash removed 
thanks to more than 1,200 volunteers – all in 
one day! This annual watershed-wide trash 
cleanup brings together hundreds of volunteers 
each year at dozens of parks, tributaries, and 
access points along the Chattahoochee River.

All combined – more than 2,100 dedicated 
volunteers removed a staggering 63 tons 

of trash from our watershed in 2021. CRK 
is eternally grateful for the immeasurably 
valuable work our volunteers have done for 
CRK and the Chattahoochee River, as well as 
those supporters who donate gear, dumpsters, 
space, and time,” says Tammy Bates, Outings 
Director. “Their support makes our cleanups 
possible.”  

"Everybody can be great because 
everybody can serve." 

– Martin Luther King, Jr.

Our work for a Trash-Free Chattahoochee 
continues in 2022 with even more cleanups all 
year long. n

WORK FOR A TRASH-FREE CHATTAHOOCHEE 
CONTINUES WITH RECORD-SETTING CLEANUP

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper is 
happy to welcome Michael 

Porter to our Board of Directors. 
Michael joins a group of twenty-
four dedicated board members that 
continue to successfully guide the 
organization in our mission to protect 
and preserve the Chattahoochee 
River (CRK). 

Michael has worked for the insurance 
company, Aflac, for 24, including in 
his current position as the Facilities, 
Maintenance and Construction 
Manager. Michael is responsible for 
implementing environmental and 
sustainability goals for Aflac’s facilities, 
so joining CRK’s board in August 2021 
was a natural fit. Aflac, a Fortune 500 
company, was founded in Columbus, 
Georgia in 1955 and now covers more 
than 50 million people worldwide.   

In 2017, Aflac began supporting the 
West Point Lake Floating Classroom 
and CRK’s effort to provide scholarships 
to students attending Title 1 schools 
in Columbus. Since then, 3,391 
students from Columbus-area schools 

MICHAEL PORTER JOINS CRK BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Save the
 Date 

for this year’s 
Sweep the Hooch 

on March 26. 

Register now at 
sweepthehooch.org

have participated in the on-the-water 
environmental education program 
thanks in large part to contributions 
from the Aflac Foundation. Current 
support from the foundation is also 
helping CRK’s water monitoring and 
trash removal efforts in the Columbus 
community. 

“Growing up in Columbus, the 
Chattahoochee River has always been 

part of my life by playing such an integral 
part in the livelihood of this beautiful 
town I call home,” says Michael. “From 
supporting our past as a mill town to 
supporting our present and future as 
a river adventure destination, it is an 
honor to serve on CRK’s board and 
ensure that our beautiful river is safe 
and protected so that it can be enjoyed 
by my children and by many generations 
to come.” n

chattahoochee.org
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An analysis of CRK’s data 
collected during the last decade 

reveals a concerning rise in nutrient 
levels throughout the Chattahoochee 
watershed. 

Scientists with Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper (CRK) believe this rise 
in nutrient levels may be due to 
a combination of climate change 
impacts and human behavior. To better 
understand this problem, CRK has 
increased monitoring and testing efforts 
throughout the watershed. 

Each summer since 2010, CRK has 
taken samples from Lake Lanier to 
test for chlorophyll a, which is used 
an indicator of nutrients in the water. 
CRK has compared the samples to those 
taken by the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division (EPD). Data from 
both CRK and EPD indicates an increase 
of nutrient levels every year for the past 
ten years, including in 2021. 

In 2021, Lake Lanier did not meet the 
standards for chlorophyll at three of 
the five state designated sites. West 
Point Lake, where CRK also tests, met 
EPD standards, but still indicated an 
alarming increase in nutrients during 
the last few years. Also in 2021, CRK 
identified three instances of harmful 
algal blooms, also known as HABs, in 
the Chattahoochee River and its lakes. 
HABs are often caused by high nutrient 
levels, which leads us to suspect that 
they are the culprit for these blooms 
in Bull Sluice Lake, Lake Harding, and 

West Point Lake. CRK believes these 
may be the first instances of HABs to 
occur in these reservoirs. 

High concentrations of nutrients in 
waterways can harm wildlife as well 
as drinking water, as impacts of these 
toxins are difficult to eliminate entirely. 
The Bull Sluice Lake HAB was first 
brought to CRK’s attention in January 
2021 after a dog died  after swimming in 
the waterway just off the Chattahoochee 
River National Recreation Area’s 
(CRNRA) Gold Branch Trail. CRK 
quickly configured a plan with scientists 
at the CRNRA to test the waterway and 
protect recreationalists. 

It was this first incident that led CRK 
staff to be more vigilant about spotting 
HABs in other waterways. The blooms 
are usually triggered by warm, slow-
moving water, which makes up much 
of West Point Lake and Lake Harding, 
where the other HABs were identified.  

“Climate change may be 
exacerbating this problem,” says Jess 
Sterling, CRK’s Technical Programs 
Director. “We’ve seen an increase 
in intense rain events, which washes 
nutrients from lawns, golf courses 
and farm fields into our waterways. 
This coupled with warmer spring and 
fall weather lengthens the growing 
season for algae, creating the perfect 
conditions for algae to grow.”  

EPD has set standards for nutrients 
in some bodies of water, including 

Lake Lanier and West Point Lake, and 
stakeholders around Lake Lanier are 
currently implementing a cleanup plan 
to address nutrient pollution. Similar 
standards should be adopted for other 
waterbodies like streams and rivers, 
which is often the source of nutrients 
entering lakes, to help alert local 
authorities to dangerous levels and spur 
action for when those standards are not 
met.  

According to the Clean Water Act, a 
landmark federal law intended to protect 
all waters of the United States, which 
turns 50 years old in 2022, deciding on 
an “acceptable” level of nutrients is up 
to the states. 

“Georgia and Alabama environmental 
regulators must develop harmful algal 
bloom reporting systems, and EPD must 
follow through with plans to develop 
nutrient criteria standards for Georgia’s 
waterways,” says the 2021 Dirty Dozen, 
a report that CRK contributed to which 
outlines the top 12 threats to Georgia’s 
water. “Individuals and property 
owners must take action to stem the 
flow of nutrients to streams and rivers, 
including minimizing use of fertilizers, 
maintaining septic systems, properly 
disposing of pet waste, and protecting 
natural streamside buffers.” 

With nutrient pollution expected to 
increase in the coming years, it’s more 
important than ever for CRK and other 
water stakeholders to remain vigilant in 
curbing this complex problem. n

CRK Technical Programs Director 
Jess Sterling works with the 
Chattahoochee River National 
Recreation Area to install an algae 
tracker along Gold Branch Trail in 
Bull Sluice Lake.

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS POINT TO CHANGES 
NEEDED IN STATE STANDARDS 
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Photo by Erik Voss

Photo by Annie Couch

On a chilly November morning, 
Atlanta residents and neighbors 

gathered at the newly constructed 
Westside Reservoir Park’s Birth of 
Atlanta Pavilion for Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper’s eighth annual 
Westside River Rendezvous in 
partnership with West Atlanta 
Watershed Alliance. The sun quickly 
warmed the grounds as speakers 
presented to excited participants 
who gathered to get instruction on 
purpose and practice; where, why, 
and how to get water samples, and 
how to take observations.

As Jessica Sterling, CRK’s Technical 
Programs Director and event co-
originator, noted while folks were 
lining up to get supplies and site 
instruction packets, “it’s really great 
to see such tight coordination between 
our fantastic partners and neighbors. 
Just wonderful to see so many familiar 
faces and new ones, coming together to 
really dive deeper and get to know the 
watershed in their own backyards.”

The samples retrieved help us identify 
potential issue areas, help familiarize 
participants with creek access points, 
where they flow, and their condition. 
Seventy-five participants of this event 
collected data on 63 locations while CRK 
staff and interns conducted tests and 
assessments to capture a more complete 
picture of watershed health along with 
how it’s changed over the years and 
opportunities for improvement.

Strong and lasting partnerships 
undoubtably create the backbone of 
the Rendezvous and its year-over-
year success. Veteran organizers at 
CRK and West Atlanta Watershed 
Alliance put together a fantastic 
event with support and coordination 

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITIES COME OUT FOR 
RIVER RENDEZVOUS

between seven synchronized partner 
groups including Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Georgia State University, 
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream, Proctor 
Creek Stewardship Council, and City of 
Atlanta. Perhaps the best news this year 
is that water quality was found to be 
excellent in most of the locations tested, 
and ultimately the tests led our tracking 
teams to an active spill location that was 
reported to City of Atlanta, now being 
addressed!

Only five of the 63 locations tested 
indicated a potential larger pollution 
issue and requiring follow up testing, 
while 12 sites tested at average but 
not-poor water quality. One location 
indicating a contamination source was 
tracked down by CRK and found to be 
a broken sewer pipe now reported to 
City of Atlanta for repairs. The pipe was 
polluting a branch of Proctor Creek that 
runs through heavily used Grove Park. 
Elementary school kids are known to 
play and fish their balls out of the creek 
and had it not been for the participants 
of the Rendezvous, the sewage pipe 
would likely still be contaminating the 
creek where children play.

"Perhaps the best 
news this year is that 
water quality was found 
to be excellent in most of 
the locations tested, and 

ultimately the tests led our 
tracking teams to an active 

spill location that was 
reported to City of Atlanta, 

now being addressed!"

“43 of 63 sites samples met safe water 
recommendations from the EPA, 
current indications are that water 
quality is improving over time as a result 
of this work, remarkable considering 
the rapid growth of Atlanta,” says 
CRK’s Neighborhood Water Watch 
Director Mike Meyer. The impact of 
improvements to these creeks ripple 
through the communities that abut them 
and reach far downstream, creating safer 
places for kids and communities to play, 
while at the same time safeguarding 
our indispensable source of drinking 
water. Thanks to all who came out to 
participate in our fall Rendezvous. Keep 
watch for new events coming in 2022 on 
our events calendar! n
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On September 16, 
2021, Chattahoochee 

Riverkeeper hosted 
the 27th Annual 
Patron Celebration to 
commemorate a Return to 
the River. More than 150 
attended the masked event at 
the Stave Room in Atlanta, 
while others watched a live 
virtual broadcast from home. 
CRK presented The Orvis 
Company with the River 
Guardian Award and Newnan 
Paddlers with the River 
Steward Award. We celebrated 
the 20th Anniversary of 
BacteriALERT, announced 
the annual Becca K. Powell 
All Girls Fish, and unveiled 
CRK’s new logo.

Through generous 
sponsorships, silent auction 
items, and donations to 
help us fund the future, we 
raised more than $398,000 
to work toward a Trash-Free 
Chattahoochee and fund trash 
traps, volunteer cleanups, 
water quality monitoring, and 
other advocacy projects. We 
deeply appreciate the event’s 
sponsors including:

Keep up with all of CRK’s events and learn more about how to get involved at chattahoochee.org/events.

Patron 
Celebration

Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival 

RIVER CONSERVATOR

RIVER STEWARD

RIVER PATRON

FRIEND OF THE RIVER

The McLendon Family 
The Tire Barn Tire Pros 

UNG-Gainesville IESA Department

The Harris Family Foundation Fund

Georgia ForestWatch 
North Georgia Label 

CORE Benefit Solutions, LLC 
Bob and Rosie Popp 

Joanne and James Sweeney 
The Thompson Family Milton 

Martin Toyota

The sixth annual Valley River 
Rally kicks off the afternoon of 

Saturday, May 7 with the launch of 
kayaks, canoes, and paddle boards 
at Hardley Creek Park for a three-mile 
paddle along a pristine section of the 
Chattahoochee River. 

Thank you to our 
presenting sponsor, 
Norfolk Southern! 

PRESENTING SPONSOR

RIVER HERO

RIVER CHAMPION

RIVER BENEFACTOR

RIVER DEFENDER

RIVER ADVOCATE

RIVER CONSERVATOR

BEVERAGE SPONSOR

Laura and 
Rutherford Seydel

Mary Jane and 
Dave Kirkpatrick

Abby and Gerard Gunthert
Patti and Don Ross

Sally and Pete Parsonson

Judy and Walter Hoyt

David Chester

Andrea and John Pruitt
Carolyn and Billy Hall

Flint Riverkeeper
FordHarrison

Kathy and Chuck Young
Kent and Jamie Pryor

Marcia and Richard Jacobson
Meredith and Daniel Locke

Sally Bethea
Snelling Walters

create.produce.post

JST Foundation

Since  1986
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Friendly Neighborhood Storage

CRK’s annual Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival inspires 

environmental activism and 
a love for nature through 

film. Plan on coming out to 
our 2022 festival on Saturday, 

June 11, to once again 
gather with our community 

of outdoor enthusiasts 
in support of a healthy 

Headwaters. 

MEDIA SPONSOR

JUNE 11, 2022
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2 Valley River Rally, West Point, GA

 
Once paddlers reach the City of West Point 
Downtown River Park, all are welcome to 
join for a family-friendly party featuring live 
music, dinner, local craft beer, games, and 
learning booths. Proceeds from the event 
support CRK programs like the West Point 
Lake Floating Classroom and Neighborhood 
Water Watch. 

https://chattahoochee.org/events/

