
Coal ash is what’s left behind 
after burning coal to produce 

electricity, and it’s toxic. For decades, 
Georgia Power has allowed more 
than 80 million tons of this waste 
to accumulate at coal-fired power 
plants across the state. Toxic coal 
ash contains dangerous heavy metals 
and carcinogens, including some that 
have been linked to harmful human 
health impacts. 

If left unaddressed, approximately 50 
million tons of toxic coal ash will be 
left in unlined pits near Georgia rivers; 
30 million tons of which will be along 
the Chattahoochee, threatening water 
supplies and aquatic life around Plant 
McDonough-Atkinson in Cobb County, 
Plant Yates in Coweta County, and Plant 
Wansley in Heard County.

Georgia Power has said it will remove, 
consolidate, and/or cap this ash in place. 
The latter - a less expensive approach - is 
the utility’s preferred fix. In other words, 
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the company wants to leave this toxic 
material buried next to the Chattahoochee 
and put a lid on it. Unfortunately, this 
method still poses some risks. The 
coal ash would continue to leak into 
groundwater, a perpetual risk to wells and 
nearby surface waters. 

The utility plans to spend approximately 
$7 billion on these half-measures. We 
know based on Georgia Power’s own 
data that the coal ash ponds at all three 
plants along the Chattahoochee are 
already contaminating groundwater, 
because the utility’s monitoring has 
found contamination at levels above 
groundwater protection standards. 

There is an alternative to allowing this 
toxic waste to endlessly threaten our 
waterways and the health of generations to 
come: the waste should be excavated and 
disposed of in permitted, lined landfills 
away from water.

The ash needs to be stored away from our 

waterways because it typically contains a 
variety of substances harmful to human 
health, including arsenic, chromium, 
cadmium, lead, and mercury. Long-term 
exposure to these heavy metals can lead 
to liver and kidney damage along with 
cancer.  
Despite all the known hazards, Georgia 
Power is still seeking permits from 
the Georgia Environmental Protection 
Division (EPD) to leave 30 million 
tons of coal ash in unlined pits along 
the Chattahoochee River. At Plant 
McDonough-Atkinson in Cobb County, 
contaminated groundwater has been 
detected on adjacent county-owned 
property, confirming that this waste 
stream can move beyond the power plants’ 
property lines.

While EPD weighs approval of these 
inadequate and dangerous permits, 
neighboring states are doing more to 
protect their communities and waterways 
from this dangerous waste stream.

EPD is expected to release draft permits 
for public consideration and comment in 
late 2021 and 2022. We cannot allow the 
utility to spend $7 billion - paid for by 
ratepayers - on these inadequate disposal 
plans. CRK opposes these permits that 
will leave the toxic waste in unlined 
pits by our river. We will be holding 
information sessions for our members and 
Georgians living near these power plants. 
We encourage you to learn more and join 
us by submitting letters in opposition to 
these permits when they are put on notice 
in the coming months. n 

Above: Georgia Power Plant Yates

You can learn more about this issue 
in Sierra Club’s three-part docuseries, 
“Rising From the Ashes,” which features 
a number of CRK staff.

GEORGIA POWER’S DANGEROUS 
LEGACY ALONG THE CHATTAHOOCHEE

Photo courtesy of Dan River Basin Association
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Ahigh-level view of our mission is 
simple – to ensure enough clean 

water for current and future generations. 
To accomplish this mission, we interact 
with government agencies, partner 
nonprofit organizations, corporations, 
stakeholders, and community members. 
But to be truly effective, I have learned 
that we must take a step back periodically 
to reevaluate our programs and to ask if we 
are including all community members in 
our goal of protecting the Chattahoochee 
River. 

For the past 27 years, CRK has worked 
throughout the Chattahoochee watershed 
from Helen to Florida, engaging and 
collaborating with a variety of groups 
with a social justice mission. Underserved 
communities are impacted by pollution at 
much higher rates, so our programs such 
as Neighborhood Water Watch and our 
Trash-Free Chattahoochee initiative have 
always prioritized addressing areas of 
historic environmental injustice. Working 
in partnership with organizations 
like West Atlanta Watershed Alliance 
and Groundworks Atlanta, our work 
to improve water quality and reduce 
pollution in these areas has been 
successful. And with the help of many of 

Keith Sharp has long resided in Atlanta’s river-adjacent Riverside community where 
he and his wife, "Riverside Kate," developed their love for the Chattahoochee and 

local advocacy. For the past six years, Keith’s organization called RiverWalk Atlanta 
has been clearing brush and encouraging Atlanta to discover its “river-side.” The 
group hopes to be a catalyst for paths, campsites, and boat launches along the river. 
“RiverWalk’s vision of a five-mile trail is incorporated into the larger Chattahoochee 
RiverLands project, which aims to connect 100 miles of riverside through greenways 
and river access,” said Keith. “We’re poised to have a public access point to the trail 
network open in a year.” n
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REFLECTIONS: THE FUTURE OF THE RIVER 
DEPENDS ON US ALL

FACES OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE: 
KEITH SHARP OF RIVERWALK ATLANTA

JASON ULSETH, RIVERKEEPER

our donors, we have made it possible for 
tens of thousands of students of economic 
disadvantage to experience the floating 
classroom by scholarship.

But are these efforts enough to ensure 
that all members of the community are 
guaranteed enough clean water now and 
in the future? The answer is no, but we’re 
working on it. We recently launched 
our Out on the Hooch project to ensure 
that everyone, including members of the 
LGBTQ community and their allies, feel 
welcome and valued in and around the 
Chattahoochee River. We are also working 
with Georgia Interfaith Power & Light to 
increase outreach efforts in faith-based 
communities and invite congregations to 
experience our floating classrooms and 
stewardship programs. CRK will continue 
to do everything we can to be responsive 
and inclusive of all community members 
that depend on the Chattahoochee River. 
I feel that without these efforts, the future 
of our river and the success of our mission 
is in danger. n

Pap Datta pictured with his 
wife, Mirva

For more info and 
updates, follow 
RiverWalk Atlanta 
on Instagram 
@riverwalkATL
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For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

CRK Hotline results in restoration

Using CRK’s Report a Problem Hotline, a member 
recently reported the illegal clearing of trees on U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) property on a 
bank of Lake Lanier. After investigating, CRK staff 
reported the incident to USACE and enforcement 
action was taken, which will require the culprit, 
a neighboring landowner, to replant and restore 
the area. Clearing the vegetative buffers of public 
waterways not only results in habitat loss and 
degradation, erosion, and temperature regulation, 
but often significant penalties. Please contact CRK if 
you suspect illegal clearing of stream or lake buffers. 

HELEN
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Mutilated animals continue 
to appear in river 

In the fall of 2019, Riverkeeper Jason Ulseth 
made a discovery on the Chattahoochee 
while patrolling in South Fulton County – 
10 decapitated goat bodies floating in the 
river. Since that time, he has discovered 
several hundred goat and chicken bodies 
in this stretch of river and the activity is 
not showing any signs of slowing down. 
We are uncertain who is responsible for 
this practice or why they are dumping the 
bodies in the river, but we have reported 
our findings to several law enforcement 
agencies and are continuing to investigate.

Improper permitting at future 
agricultural site

CRK staff identified a 112-acre site on I-85 in 
LaGrange that was cleared without any best 
management practices (BMPs) to control erosion and 
sedimentation. After water quality testing and onsite 
visits showed that the site was not properly permitted, 
CRK stepped in to ensure that proper permits were 
obtained and BMPs were correctly installed to protect 
water quality in a nearby tributary, Long Cane Creek. 

The site is being prepared for a new form of 
agriculture – controlled environmental agriculture 
– to the Southeast. The yet-to-be-named company 
plans to build a 40,000-square-foot research 
and development center in addition to nine 
300,000-square-foot greenhouses. Food grown in 
the controlled environment will not require any 
herbicides or pesticides and will use 95% less water 
than traditional outdoor farming practices. 

     Stormwater runoff flowing from LaGrange 
construction site  

In March 2021, Hotline reports alerted CRK to land disturbance 
activities occurring on Lukken Industrial Drive East in LaGrange. 
CRK investigations found stream buffer violations occurring on Blue 
John Creek, which forms the property boundary of one side of the 
construction site. Sediment from the construction site is making its way 
into the creek, which is listed for sediment impairment under section 
303(d) of the Clean Water Act. CRK notified the City of LaGrange 
about the violations and failure of the property owners to keep the dirt 
on their site. Currently, CRK is working with the City and Georgia EPD 
to resolve this issue, and will continue to monitor closely. 

Waterkeeper Alliance president patrols 
the Chattahoochee

All around the world, groups like CRK are fighting 
to protect local water quality. Leading this charge is 
Waterkeeper Alliance president Gloria Reuben, who 
joined CRK on a patrol of the Chattahoochee River 
earlier this year. 

Sewage spill in Camp Creek 

Neighborhood Water Watch testing for bacteria in Camp Creek 
led CRK pollution trackers to a roaring sewage spill behind 
the RaceTrac at North Commerce Drive. The pollution source 
was found to be a 36” sewer line that became dislodged after 
rains caused a bank to collapse, taking the large and very active 
sewer line with it. The City of East Point responded quickly to 
our request for repairs by deploying a temporary bypass system 
until permanent lines could be installed. With new lines in 
and repairs complete, follow-up testing indicates a return to 
baseline water quality conditions confirming the spill has been 
successfully contained.

https://chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement/
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1. Plastic beverage bottles
2. Polystyrene pieces (unidentifiable)
3. Plastic water bottles
4. Polystyrene cups
5. Polystyrene fast-food packaging
6. Cigarettes and tobacco packaging and accessories
7. Sports equipment
8. Metal beverage bottles
9. Plastic bags and film
10. Plastic bottle caps

Audi Atlanta, A Jim Ellis Family Dealership
Collective Insights Consulting

Colonial Pipeline
Cox Enterprises/Cox Conserves

Ellis Communications 
Entercom

Geiger: A Herman Miller Company
Google

Kimberly-Clark Corporation
Osprey Initiative 

Porsche
Ray C. Anderson Foundation

Reduce
Republic Services
Ruby-Collins, Inc.

The Alice Huffard Richards Charitable Fund 
The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation

The Charter Foundation 
The City of Atlanta 

The Coca-Cola Company
The Home Depot Foundation
The James M. Cox Foundation

The Nancy P. and Richard K. Robbins Family Foundation
Turner Foundation

TOP 10 MOST FREQUENTLY FOUND TRASH ITEMS 
IN 2021 ANALYZED FROM 7,011 PIECES OF TRASH

TO SUPPORTERS OF OUR WORK TOWARD 
A TRASH-FREE CHATTAHOOCHEE

TRASH TRAPS

VOLUNTEER CLEANUPS

Glass
Metal
Other 
Paper   

Plastic
CRK employs devices called "trash traps” to remove floating litter from 
tributaries of the river. Trash traps are small-stream litter collection 
devices designed to catch floating trash from stormwater runoff.

TOTALS FROM 2010-PRESENT (10.5 YEARS) 

A  TRASH-FREE CHATTAHOOCHEE 
= A HEALTHY CHATTAHOOCHEE

14,115 336.54 37.3
VOLUNTEERS

1,188 
pounds trash collected

68 
sites cleaned up

1,644 
volunteers

TONS OF TRASH 
REMOVED

TONS OF TRASH 
RECYCLED

210 CLEANUPS

2021 THIS 
YEAR

4 RIVERCHAT

1170 Water 
bottles counted

51 Counts of 
electronics

65 Counts of 
medical waste

17 Counts of 
illegal dumping

299.24 POUNDS OF TRASH
REMOVED BY TRASH TRAPS

A TRASH-FREE CHATTAHOOCHEE
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS 
FOR HELPING US KEEP WATCH OVER OUR WATERS! January-June 2021

RIVER 
BENEFACTOR 
($10,000 & UP)

Aflac Foundation 
Alice H. Richards       
    Charitable Fund
Anonymous 
Arthur M. Blank 
    Family Foundation 
Callaway Foundation 
City of Atlanta 
Cox Enterprises/ 
    Cox Conserves 
Ellis Communications, Inc. 
Encyclomedia 
Forsyth County 
Abby and Gerard Gunthert 
Hampshire Foundation 
Herman Miller, Inc. 
Huber  
JST Foundation 
Mary Jane and 
    David Kirkpatrick 
The Orvis Company 
Sally and Pete Parsonson 
The Ray C. Anderson       
    Foundation 
REI Co-op 
Patti and Don Ross 
Laura and Rutherford    
    Seydel
Southwire  
The Sapelo Foundation 
Turner Foundation 
USA Storage 

RIVER DEFENDER 
($5,000 - $9,999)

Audi Atlanta 
Base Brands 
City of LaGrange 
The Coca-Cola Company 
Collective Insights, LLC. 
Roy and Janet 
    Dorsey Foundation 
Judy and Walter Hoyt 
Kimberly Clark Corporation 
Sartain Lanier Family 
    Foundation, Inc. 
WestPoint Fund

RIVER ADVOCATE 
($2,500 - $4,999)

2492 Fund 
Affordable Veterinary   
    Services 
An Advised Fund at the 
    North Georgia 
    Community Foundation 
Gail and David Chester 
Cadmus Environmental 
    Design Build 
Susan and Carl Cofer 
Missy and Clay Courts 
Simone du Boise and  
    Denise Donahue 
Hewlett Packard 
Kia Georgia, Inc. 
Mincey Marble
    Manufacturing, Inc. 
Nantahala Outdoor Center 
Peachtree Garden Club 
Pilgrim's Pride 
David Shaffer 

Laura and Edward Smith 
Van Michael Salon 
WEG Electric Corporation 
Whole Foods Market 
 
RIVER 
CONSERVATOR 
($1,000-$2,499)
Archer Western 
Sally Bethea 
Chris Butsch 
Callaway Title & Escrow 
Cobb EMC Community 
    Foundation 
Country Charm Eggs 
Douglasville - Douglas 
    County WSA 
Downtown West Point 
    Development Authority 
Dunwoody Nature Center 
Lynn and David Fountain 
Caroline and Mark  
    Greatrex 
Carolyn and Billy Hall 
Heard County Development 
    Authority 
Michael Honnold 
Neil Kirkpatrick 
Mary Anne and '
    Jaime Lanier 
Catherine Lautenbacher 
Cindy Miller 
Network for Good 
Beth and Dan Newton 
John O'Sullivan 
Helen and Wilbur Otey 
Peach State Bank & Trust 
Nikhil Perumbeti 
Libba and Terry Pickren 
Prime Engineering, Inc. 
Reduce 
Republic Services 
Heather Rodbell 
Rubicon Global 
Salesforce.com Foundation 
Salon Venessa, Inc. 
Smyrna's Finest Car Wash 
    and Detail 
Subaru of America 
West Point Development 
    Authority 
Celia Willis 
Katherine and 
    Charles Young 
ZWJ Investment Counsel 

RIVER PATRON 
($500-$999)

Alliance for International 
    Reforestation, Inc. 
Anonymous 
Carolyn Appen 
Debbie and Jess Austin 
Rosemarie Banks 
Carol and Woody Bartlett 
Beacon Brewing 
Michael Bufkin 
Chattahoochee National 
    Park Conservancy 
Clayton Distributing 
    Company, Inc. 
Christine Tryba-Cofrin and 
    David Cofrin 
Marjorie Cohen 
Council Family 
Jane Dillon 

EarthShare Georgia 
Kara and David Fentress 
Alva Maria Edmondson 
    and Lytt I. Gardner  
Georgia Interfaith Power 
    and Light 
Hall County Soil and Water 
    Conservation District 
The Harris Family 
    Charitable Fund 
Teena Stern and 
    Don Haugen 
Annie Godfrey and 
    John Kittle 
LaGrange Grocery  
    Company 
George Lawes 
Meredith and Daniel Locke 
Michael McCarthy 
Kevin McCauley 
Sonja and Scott McLendon 
Mellow Mushroom 
    Gainesville 
Mary Jane and John Piazza 
Rain Barrel Company, LLC 
Reed Family 
Cameron Ives and 
    David Stockert 
Catherine Woodling 
    and Evan Strange 
Greer and 
    Alexander Taylor 
 
FRIEND OF THE 
RIVER 
($250-$499)

Anonymous 
Neal Audet 
Mr. and Mrs. James 
    Blanchard 
Susan and Bill Brooksher 
Douglas Caulkins 
Shelley Childers 
Lucas Council 
Janet Cragan 
Lisa Craig 
Fogg Family 
Georgia ForestWatch 
Arnold Hall 
Jane Hemmer 
Beth and Matt Hereford 
Daniel Holzberger 
Carla Huang 
Natalie Kindt 
Eric King 
Lake Northridge Inc. 
Cindy LeBlanc 
Saleem Malik 
Roxani Eleni Margariti 
Ashley McElreath 
McKesson Foundation 
    Matching Gift Program 
Milton Martin Toyota 
Lizzie Moss 
Nikles and Roach Family 
Fran and Steve O’Day 
Marcia Knight and 
    Donald Orr 
Rosie and Robert Popp 
Teresa Raczek 
Thomas Rasmussen 
Michael Revitsky 
Riverside Military Academy 
Bill Roper 
Alan F. Rothschild Jr. 
Sue Roy 

Stan Samuels 
Mardi and 
    Eugene Schaufler 
Catherine and 
    John Spillman 
Mark Storrs 
Unicoi Outfitters 
Barbara Vlasz 
Dawn and 
    Wayne Wadsworth 
John Walsh 
Maxine Watkins 
Peter Wellman 
Donna Werner 
Katherine Woodruff 
    Williams   

RIVER SUPPORTER 
($101-$249)

Atlanta Fly Fishing Club 
Molly Bassett 
Mindy Boggs 
Laura and Sam Breyfogle 
Kelly Brock 
Travis Bryenton 
Grace Camp 
Susan Cannon 
Esther Cartoon 
Brent Cole 
Martine De Proost Ford 
Andrea DeVito 
Ashley Dowd 
Laura Doyle 
Doug Drives 
Linton Eberhardt 
Christina and David 
    Ehrhardt 
Robert Eidson 
Hannah Evans 
David Foster 
Elisa Frye 
Gavin Gaffney 
Laurie and Kirven Gilbert 
Judy and John Girardeau 
Art Hansen 
Edgar Hart 
Emily Helveston 
Michael Henson 
Ana Hernandez 
Doug Herndon 
Cynthia and John Hicks 
Lisa Johnson 
Colleen and Barry Jones 
Audrie Kelton 
Kathryn R King 
Deborah and Larry Kramb 
The Kroger Company 
    Foundation 
Chad LaBruyere 
Donna Laird and Bill Behm 
Rachel Leasard 
Amy Leiner 
Christine Maldonado 
Wendee and Ben Maxwell 
Allison McCabe 
Ashley McCarty 
Walter Miller 
Ahmed Moinuddin 
Matt Nicholson 
Rebecca and Clay Nicks 
Lynn Norris 
Katie Partrick 
Catherine Pendleton and 
    Robert Fritz 
Harvey Phelps 
Jennifer and Kyle Phillippi 
Nancy and Lendy Poole  

Marcia Postal-Ranney and 
    Tim Ranney 
Nanciann Regalado 
Cesar Rodriguez 
Ruben Salazar 
Michael Sauer 
Esther Shin 
Joanna and John Skinner 
Deborah and Kevin Smith 
William Stahl 
Donna and Michael Stevens 
Sarah Sutherland 
Camm and Judith Swift 
Kristen Taylor 
Kelly Thomas 
Sean Tisdale 
Pat and L.W. Tucker 
Kate Verner 
Suzanne and Tom 
    Welander 
Karen Wilkins 
Paige Williams 
Cindy Wilsky 
Ben Wilson 
Diana Wilson 
Shelby Woodall

NEW AND 
RENEWING 
DONORS 
($100 & LESS)

A Garden For Wellness 
Sharon  Aanensen 
Shelley and Kentaro Abe 
Judi Adkins 
Malini Akula 
Vijay Alagarraj  
Jessica Alcorn 
Amanda Alford 
Misty Alford 
Karl Allen 
Christine Alligood 
Peggy and Gary 
    Allumbaugh 
Roland Alston 
Paul Amato 
Robert Amstutz 
Anderson Family 
Stephen Andrews 
Dustin Anglin 
Vera Anugerah 
Susan Appleyard 
Louie Arcangeli 
Will Armstrong 
Thomas Ashbaugh 
Anne Atalay 
Catherine Axel 
Mark Bacchus 
Annie Backhaus 
Cheryl and Linwood 
    Baggett 
Brenda Bahel 
John Bailey 
Rita Bailey  
Kay Bain 
Joe Baiyor 
Ashley Barfield 
Sandy and Lenny Barmak 
Harold Barrer 
Jenny Bartee 
Rachel Bartels 
Jim Bartholomew 
Rose and Mark Barton 
Cindy Batten 
Lynn and Michael Beach 
Lee D Beasley 
Beauford Family 
Lee Becham 
Mary Becker 
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Cyndi Beckman 
Jordan Bell 
Marina Belotserkovskaya 
Valerie and 
    Christopher Bennett 
Jane and Robert Benson 
Gwen Bergen 
Michelle Bernhart 
Chris Bertrand 
Wendy Best 
Sheetal Bhosle 
Wendy Binns 
Terri Blair 
Robert Bland 
Belle Blanton 
Thomas Blum 
David Boggan 
Tim Boggess 
Wendelyn Bonhart 
Shane Bono 
Sam Booher  
Nick Booth 
Joe Boris 
Patrick Bourgeois 
Philippe Bouvier 
Jessica Bowden 
David Bowen 
Elijah Bowen 
Stephen Bowen 
Juliann Bowerman 
Terah Boyd 
Sharon and Ken Bradshaw 
Cory Bramlett 
Courtney Braswell 
Ms. Marti Breen 
Joe Brejda 
Natalie Brill 
Betsy and Billy Brooksher 
Deana and Bob Brooksher 
Lauranne Buchanan 
Lisa Buckalew 
Peter Bull 
Mark Burnette 
Pamela Burns 
Robert Burt 
Edward Burton 
Peggy Amend and 
    Robert Buschman 
Amy Bush 
Victoria Butcher 
Erin Cagney 
Troy Cain 
Charlie Caldwell 
Anna Cali 
James Campbell 
Hezekiah Cannady 
Dianne and Cal Cannestra 
Allen Carlson 
Clayton Carmack 
Craig Carpenter 
Brendon Carrasquillo 
Amy Carruth 
Leigh Carsley 
Ruth Carter 
Matthew Cavedon 
Bill Chandler 
Heidi Chandonia 
Pradeep Chowdry 
Leah Christiansen 
Crystal Church 
Linda Citron 
Tammy Clabby 
Erin and John Clarke 
Keshia Clarke 
Stephanie Van Parys and 
    Rob Cleveland 
Brandi Cobbs 
Holly Cochran 
Janet and George Cohen 
Sally and Tom Colkett 
Edward A. Collins 
Peter Collins 
Jeremy Colliver 
Katelynn Comer 
John Conners 

Kelley Conway 
Meredee Conyers 
Edward Cook 
Joe Cook 
Thomas Cooper 
Avery Copa 
Annie Couch 
Tom Couch 
Sachiko and Stuart Cox  
Steven Craft 
Rebecca and 
    Kevin Cranford 
Chuck Creel 
Cinthia Debatin and 
    Eduardo Crespo 
Melanie Creviston 
Tom Cross
Chris Curtiss 
Kim Cushman 
Mary Lou Dabbs 
Anna F. Dancu 
Ray Daniels 
Robert Darnell 
Alana Davis 
Lindsey Day 
Gale Deacon 
Hannah Deboard 
Brittany DeDiego 
Maxine Denniston 
Victoria Denson 
Ashley Desensi 
Glennis Desensi 
Mark Dessommes 
Britt DeVries 
Kristen Dooley 
Laura Schneider and 
    Justin Dooley 
Teresa Dore 
Matthew Downs 
Thecla and Kevin Doyle 
Pauline Drake 
DeAnna Dudley 
Kelly Dugan 
Elizabeth Duma 
Janice Duncan 
Kelly and Mark Dunlap 
Ida Durand 
Courtenay and 
    George Dusenbury 
Brian Edwards 
Susan and William Edwards 
Lisa and Randy Egan 
Lauren Ellis 
Norma. Ellis 
Nancy and William Elsea 
Erin Elwood 
Mary Anne and 
    Brian Ericson 
Kimberly Estep 
Holly Evans 
Margaret Evans 
Meri Falciglia 
Sara Featherling 
Vrinda Fernandes   
Jodi Firestone 
Margaret Flagg 
Marina and Andy Fleming 
Susan Fletcher 
Margi Flood 
Southwest Flynn 
Rebecca and Joe Follman 
Kathleen Fox 
Ronda Fox 
Jennifer Franco 
Vanessa Frank 
Matthew Franklin 
Linda and Frank Frederick 
Betty and Mike Freeman 
Michael Freeman 
Michelle Freeman 
Scott Frick 
Richard Friedman 
Doug Fulle 
Kathy and Robert Fuller 
Mark Funk 

Jeffrey Furman 
Cathy and Fred Fussell 
Dorothy Gabrels 
Jennifer Gaidjunas 
Neil Gaines 
Michael Garrett 
Alice and Bob Gartley 
Carrie Gatens 
Donna and Jim Gawlas 
David Gell
Nancy Genehall 
Sam Gentsch 
Edmond Gerber 
Gillian Gilbert-Wason 
Edward S. Giles 
Joss Gistren 
Kathleen Gleason 
Pat Gleason 
Lori Godfrey 
Maya Goldman 
Bill Goldstrohm 
Corlyn Gomez 
Linda Goodiel 
Susan and Leo Goodsell 
Sue and Jay Gorday 
Carly Gordineer 
Peter Gordon 
Jill Gorman 
Jeanette Gowen 
Barbara Gray 
Debra Gray 
DanIel Green 
Jessica Green 
Katelyn Green 
Carlton Gregory 
Lila Grisar 
Dinah and Robert Grollman 
Julie Guthrie 
Morgan Haas 
Bill Hable 
John Hagler 
Amy Hall 
Gloria and Michael Hallen 
Deborah Halley 
Glenda Hamilton 
Franklin Hampton 
Victoria Hamrick 
Betty Hanacek 
Willie Handlee 
Maria Hanlon 
Dianne and Gene Hansard 
Rebecca Hansen  
Donna Haralson 
John Haralson 
Liisa and 
    George Hardaloupas 
Christina Hardy 
Heather Harmon 
Nicole Harold 
Stephen Harrell 
Lynn Harrington 
Rachael Harrington 
Timothy Harrington 
Anita Harris 
Susan Hartman 
Charlie Harty 
David Hatch 
Doris Hatch 
David Hawthorne 
Carol Hayes 
Evelyn and Donald Hayes 
Stephen Hayes 
Stacy Haynes 
Kristi and Bryan Haynie 
Benjamin Haywood
Zoe Hecht 
Anne Heikkila 
Heather Helen 
Katherine and 
    David Hendrickson 
Anne-Renee Heningburg 
Chareice Henry 
Shannon Herndon 
Cathy and Brian Hess 
Jason Hicks 

Jennifer Higgins 
Alicia Hill 
Caleb Hill 
Donna Hill 
Jerald Hill 
Nancy and Forest Hilyer 
Norman R. Hines 
James Hobbs 
Nancy Hof 
Joan and Bill Hoffman 
Wendy Hogg 
Susan Holliday 
Shae Hoschek 
Diana House 
Kristin House 
Ralph W. Howard 
Jeffery Hubbell 
Paul Hudson 
Sam Hudson 
Lisa and Chris Hughes 
Hughes Family 
Sarah Huitt 
Christine Hunt 
Catherine Iber 
Jacquelynn Ibrahim 
Pankaj Ingle  
Intercontinental Exchange 
John Irwin 
Cammie Ives 
Amy Jackson 
Robert Jackson 
Dale and Rob Jaeger 
Kimberly Jenks 
Jodi Jernigan 
Sneha Jhanb  
Stephanie Johnson 
Tracey and Edward Johnson 
William Johnson  
Marguerite Jones 
Rachel Jones 
Alexander Jordan 
Barbara Steinhaus and 
    John Paul Jordan 
Kelly Jordan
Miriam Jorns 
Letitia and John Judy 
Sharon Kane 
Angelika Kausche 
Mary Keesee 
Eileen Kelly 
Alan Kendall 
Chris Kennedy 
Kimberly and 
    Todd Kennedy 
Rachel Kennerly 
Jennifer and Steve Kenney 
Deborah Kennicott 
Denise Kent 
Brian King 
King Family 
Donna Kingsman 
Gillespie Kirkland 
Jennifer Klask 
Cathy Knight 
Chris Knight 
Derek Knutson 
Chelsea Koby 
Dyna and John Kohler 
Stephanie Kong 
Gopal Koratana 
Richard Korson 
Diane and 
    Gene Korzeniewski 
Anel Kovitz 
Joy Kramer 
Austin Kriz 
Elias Kruger 
Joseph Kurtz 
Patricia Kush 
Kyle Lambelet 
Robert Lambert 
Thomas Lance 
Tara LaPierre 
Eric Larsen 
Nancy Leatherbarrow 

Anne Ledbetter 
Bobby Lee 
Lee County Humane Society 
Louisa Rochard and 
    Glenn Legacki 
Maureen Legg 
Patricia and 
    Donald Lehman 
Amanda Levesque 
Michael Levine 
Alison Levinson 
Lydia Lewis 
Colin Light 
D Lindner 
Christopher Lindsey 
Robert Lloyd 
Christie Lo 
Patti and Simon Locke 
Marna Lombardo 
Alex Long 
Allison Long 
William Lott Sr. 
Yanni Loukissas 
Laura and David Lucas 
Maria and Gary Ludi 
Silas Luna
Don Lyman 
Rebecca Madden 
Kiran Mahajan 
Michael Maier 
Mohua Maity 
Cary Mandeville 
Chris Manganiello 
Jodi Mansbach 
Eileen Marcazzolo 
Harry Marquez 
Patrick Marsh 
Sharon. Marshall 
Mary Martin 
Rhonda and Lonny Martin 
Susan and Greg Martin 
Shelly Martineau 
Jose Martinez 
Anne Mather 
Linda Mather 
Rollin Mathis 
Shelia Matthews 
Sandra and George Maule 
Maleah Maxie 
Susan Mayberry 
Barbara Mayer 
Suzannah Mayo 
Randy Mcadoo 
W Gary McBride 
Jane McCamy 
Terry McCauley 
Margaret McDonald 
David McDonough 
Donna McGinnis 
Bill McGoldrick 
Zachary  McInnis 
Lynn McIntyre 
Carol  McKee 
Jennifer McLaurin 
Sonya McMichael 
Samantha McMillan 
Jim McMullian 
Tom Menders 
John Menzel 
Phyllis Mercer 
Alfred Merrill 
Robin Merriman 
Michelle Michelman 
Sonya Middleton  
David Middour 
Apryl Milam 
Howard  Miller 
Phyllis Miller 
Savannah Miller 
Kaye and Greg Minchew 
Chris Miranda 
Jamie Mitchem 
Cathy Cortright and 
    Jeff Moore 
Shannon Moore 
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Kristie Moran 
Jessica Morehead 
Brian Moss 
Ralph  Mumme 
Connie and Larry Murphy 
Robin and Pascal Naneix 
Santosh Narayan 
Ruth and Tony Narcisse 
National Mortgage 
    Insurance Corporation 
National Society Daughters 
    American Revolution 
Angelo Natoli 
Mandy Neese 
Teresa Nelson 
Suzanne Estes and 
    Chris Nesbitt 
Sarah Newton 
Angela Nicholas 
Mia Nichols 
Robert Nicholson 
Scott Nixon 
Gloria Noakes 
Ryan Norman 
Gail and Steven Obenauf 
Mary O'Brien 
Holly Oldham 
Joyce Oliver 
Matthew O'Neill 
Martin Osterloh 
Eric Ottenberg 
Linda and Jim Owen 
Richard Owens 
Ashley Pace 
Ram Pandey 
Glenn Panter 
Greg Panzer 
Donald Parmer 
Vicki Parramore 
Emilia Pasalic 
Patagonia 
Ketan Patel 
Georgia Patera 
Suzanne Pauley 
Nick Pavlichek 
Bhavana Pawar 
Douglas Peace
David Peluso 
Charlotte Pelz 
Michelle Pendleton 
Dylan Penick 
Patricia Perkins  
Wendy Peter 
Jason Phillips 
Donna Phinney 
Ronald Pless 
Shannon Poe 
Allison Pope 
Dan Porter 
Dale Potts 
Jim Powell 
Patrick Powers 
Gita Prabhakar 
Neelesh Prasad  
Manjula Premanand 
Ellen Price 
Gregory Puckett 
Mr. John Pursley 
Wilson Quevedo 
Josh Raglin 
Pankaj Rajankar  
Nirupama Rajasimhan  
Nivedita Ranade  
William Rasmussen 
Sylwester Ratowt 
Denise Ray 
Walt Ray 
Jordan Rayburn 
Leslie Reading 
Julie Reck 
Jordan Redd 
Amanda Reinke 
Frederick Remick 

Shahram Rezaiamiri 
Bonny Richardson 
Jessica Rissley 
Tracy Roberts 
Madeline Robertson 
Anna Robertson Bennett 
Patricia Robinson 
Alejandra Rodriguez 
Daniel Rogers 
Patty and John Rogers 
Philip Rogers 
Megan and Ryan Rogers 
Nicole Rolland 
Angela and Erik Rolle 
Kristi Romuald 
Ben Rose 
Danny Rose 
Cole Roundtree 
Ginger Rowland 
Diane Rowley 
Roy Rubin 
Amelia Rudolph 
Richard Rudy 
Joshua Ruff 
Patti Samuels 
Daryl Sanford 
Ila Santimauro 
Nadia Sawicki 
Sarina Sawyer  
Richard Sayles 
Patrick Scales 
Dixie and Jamie Schantz 
Paul Scheffel 
Joselyn and James Schutz 
Tabitha Schwartz 
Tamara and Marc Schwartz 
Paul Sczurek 
Todd Semrau 
Setup, LLC 
Uma Shashikant 
Meredith Shaughnessy 
Priti Shaw  
Jamie Shetler 
Carol Shifflett 
James Shimkus 
Sandesh Shinde  
Ramya Shivkumar  
Kara and Branch Sinkule 
Kathie Neyman and 
    Henry Skoog 
Gary Smith 
Kate Smith 
Richard Smith 
Suzanne Smith 
Terrance Smith 
William. Smith 
Smoke Rise Garden Club 
Natalie Snedden 
Mark Soll 
Candace Solyst 
Arthur Spalding 
Deb Speights 
Casey Spinks 
Jessica Starbuck 
Hendrik Steckhan 
Joanne Steele 
Laura and Richard Stevens 
Freddie Stewart 
Matt Stewart 
Kevin Stillwell 
Cheryl L. Stone 
Sue Stoudemire 
Barry Straus 
Daniel Strickland 
David Strickland 
Francine Sturges 
Sherry Summerour 
Cairlin Neal and 
    Michael Swanson 
Susan Swanson 
Jonathan Swartz 
Joyce Taaffe 
Stephanie Tacker 

Cheryl Tarr 
Alexandra Taylor 
Karen and Stephen Taylor 
Sallie Taylor 
Texas Instruments 
Anonymous 
Cindy and Chris Thompson 
Liz and Andy Thompson 
Tamra and Rick Thurby 
Latife Toktay 
Sara and Robbie Tomblin 
Sarah Topper 
Morgan and Roberto Torres 
Gina Toy 
Rodney Trugman 
Vicki and Walter Tschinkel 
Renee Turner 
Nathan Tyson 
Karen Vaglia 
Laura Van Der Mandele 
Beth and Alex Van Winkle 
Kristan VandenHeuvel 
Madelyne Vargas 
Sonam Vashi  
Brian Versluys 
Melanie and Keith Vickers 
Jennifer and Bill Victor 
The Village at Deaton 
    Creek by Del Webb
    Garden Club 
Hanah Volokh 
Waverly and 
    Anthony Wahbeh 
Stephanie Wakefield 
Clay Walker 
Jim Walker 
Ron Walker 
Sarah Walker 
Lynn Walston 
Kyung rahn Wang 
Richard Waxweiler 
Floyd Webb 
Ryan Webber 
Robert Weeks 
Steven Weeks 
Carolyn Weinbaum 
Seth Weiner 
Miranda Welch 
Justin Wells 
Jean Welsh 
Terry Welsher 
Alice Wertheim 
Benjamin West 
George West 
Jim West 
Janet Westervelt 
Bob Wheatley 
Laura and Mark Wheeler 
Savannah White 
Jim Whooley 
Suzanne Wienstroer 
Cheryl Wigley 
Kevin Wilkins 
Jennifer Wilkinson 
Laura Williams 
Katherine Wilson 
Kate Winn 
Chuck Wise 
Woodie Wisebram 
Nancy Conley and 
    Robert Wlodarczyk 
Joe Woddail 
Heidi and Thomas Wolff 
Amy Wolkin 
Laine K Wood 
Mark Woodall 
Thomas Woods 
Hope Wright 
Alex Wu 
Jean Yarsawich 
Ashley Young 
Logan  Young 
Judy Zaban 

Alyssa Bowers-Zamani and 
    Rad Zamani 
Myra Zimmerman 
Jacob Zoske 

MONTHLY 
SUSTAINERS/
EMPLOYEE 
GIVING

Accenture 
Haley Bird 
Lynn Brown 
Annelies Carl 
James Copenhaver 
James DeVries 
Jennifer Griffith 
Matthew Grund 
Lesley D. High 
Alicia and Hal Jacobs 
Moshe Jacobson 
Kimberly James 
Renel and Bryan Jenkins 
Maggie Maddrey 
Lyn and Larry Montagne 
New York Life Insurance / 
    Hudson Financial Group 
Ariel Noffke 
Beth Kosman and 
    Martin Pearson 
Joan Piccalo 
Steven Redmond 
Corinna Richards 
Paul Rosenzweig 
Sydney Rubin 
Alexandra Sawicki 
Hubertus Schubert 
Matt Williams 
Leighton Yates

IN HONOR OF/
MEMORIALS

In honor of Tylor and 
    Will Armstrong  
Kristina and 
    Mason Maynard 

In memory of 
    John Philip Burroughs 
Connie Propes

In memory of Mitt Connerly 
Hugh Bass 
Kathy J Lichtenberg 
Sharon and Dan McBrayer 
Judy Pyron 
Amy and David Sheinin 
Pam and Jim Sills 
Mike Tovey 
April and Jacob Trice 
Burdett Wantland 
Wallace Welford 
West Georgia Mobile 
Hydraulics 
Ann O'Quinn

In honor of Holly Fletcher 
Jane Williams

In memory of Stephen 
David Fralish 
William Findlay 

In memory of 
    Richard Gonglach 
Joe McCreery 

In memory of 
    Glynn Groszmann 
Sharon Engleman Myers 

In memory of Joni House 
Jan Hackney 
Joshua Kirk 

In honor of Todd and 
    Leslie Howard 
Aaron Friedman-Heiman 

In honor of Henry Jacobs 
Ellen and Bob Harris 

In honor of Na’Taki Jelks 
Spellman College 

In memory of Florence Lane 
Margaret Lane 

In memory of Maggie Dog 
Kevin Middlebrooks 

In honor of Mari 
Aaron Friedman-Heiman 

In memory of John Marlan 
Marshall Hyatt 

In honor of Kim and 
    Jimmy Miller 
Aaron Friedman-Heiman 

In honor of Ira and 
    Frank Moore 
Aaron Friedman-Heiman 

In memory of 
    Donna Pendleton 
Chris and Jodie Steele 

In honor of Becca K. Powell  
Amy Dunkin 
Marcia and 
    Richard Jacobson 
Kent and Jamie Pryor  

In honor of Alex and 
    Jamey O’Shaughnessey 
Clare O'Shaughnessey 

In honor of Skip Shiver 
Aaron Friedman-Heiman 

In memory of 
    Dennis Whitehurst 
Laurie Glenn 
Helen and Jim Hutto 
James Williams 
Christine Zachow

GIFTS IN-KIND

Accent Cellars 
Anne Brodie Hill Art 
Appalachian Outfitters 
Avalon Whole Foods 
Bin There Dump That 
Consolidated Gold Mine 
Cool River Tubing 
EnterCom 
Forrest Hills Resort 
Gary Gaines 
Hall County 
Hardman Farm State 
    Historic Site 
Keep Georgia 
    Beautiful Foundation 
Kimberly Clark   
    Corporation 
Klean Kanteen 
Larry Murphy Art 
Left Nut Brewing 
Mark of the Potter 
Peak Design 
The Schoolhouse Cottage 
Smith, Gambrell and 
    Russell, LLP 
Southern Environmental 
    Law Center 
Steady Hand Brewing 
    Company 
Tantrum Brewing Company 
Wildwood Outfitters

To become a member, visit chattahoochee.org/become-a-member.

*CRK receives 100% 
of Board and 
Employee Giving

https://chattahoochee.org/become-a-member/
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Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
wants to re-establish the South’s 

greatest outdoor space as one 
that is inclusive and welcoming 
of everyone. The organization’s 
new Out on the Hooch initiative 
was created to welcome members 
of the LGBTQ community and 
establish opportunities to connect in 
celebration of the waterway we all 
share. 

Good news came in February 2021 when 
Norfolk Southern announced that it was 

withdrawing plans to build a rail yard on the banks 
of the Chattahoochee River. In the years leading 
up to this announcement, the Chattahoochee Brick 
Company site, which lies along the banks of the 
Chattahoochee River at the confluence of Proctor 
Creek, had been considered for both a fuel and 
rail terminal. 

During those years, residents, historians, elected officials, and 
river advocates argued that the Chattahoochee Brick Company 
site should instead be preserved for its ecological value and to 
memorialize the lives that suffered during the 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

In the 2008 book, “Slavery by Another Name” by Douglas 
Blackmon, the practice of leased convict labor of African 
American men was detailed at the Chattahoochee Brick 
Company site. After the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863, 
thousands of African Americans were pulled into forced labor 
after being arrested, often guilty of no crimes, and compelled 
to work in horrific conditions without pay. The laborers were 
beaten, often worked to death, and buried on site. 

Dustin R. Hillis, Councilmember District 9 of the City of 
Atlanta, has been a leader in the fight to preserve this site. 
“[T]he ecological importance of this site is clear as it sits along 
the Chattahoochee River just north of the mouth of Proctor 
Creek,” said Councilmember Hills. “These two waterways have 

UNIQUE AND SACRED SITE 
INDUSTRIAL PLANS DERAILED

been historically abused and neglected but are well on their way to recovery 
thanks to groups like Chattahoochee Riverkeeper.” The site is also a part of 
several river accessibility projects including the Proctor Creek Greenway, 
Atlanta RiverWalk, and Chattahoochee RiverLands.  

While it is not yet clear what will become of the site, Norfolk Southern committed 
to cleaning up soil contamination. And the community activists and leaders 
who are envisioning a higher and better use of this land are not done advocating 
to memorialize the persons buried long ago and preserving the land to make the 
most of the environmentally valuable property. n

OUT ON THE HOOCH  AIMS TO ACHIEVE INCLUSIVITY ON THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER
PRIDE FOR THE RIVER, PRIDE FOR EACH OTHER

“Out on the Hooch will bring together our 
LGBTQ friends and allies with personal stories 
about our connection to the Chattahoochee 
River through recreation,” said CRK Technical 
Programs Specialist Ashley Desensi, a member 
of the LGBTQ community and one of the 
creators of Out on the Hooch. “We want to 
show that the Chattahoochee River watershed 
has room for all people to enjoy, and ensure 
that the LGBTQ community feels safe and 
included in nature.”

Out on the Hooch launched in June 2021 in 
honor of Pride Month. It was unveiled both on 
social media and at the annual ColGayPride 
festival in Columbus, Ga. CRK partnered 
with Columbus Gay Pride, a local nonprofit 
organization, to host a booth at the event and 
introduce the program to festival-goers on-
stage. 

CRK is working to partner with other LGBTQ 
nonprofit organizations in our watershed to 
further this initiative - sharing testimonials, 
hosting a booth at Atlanta Pride and other local 
events, and promoting inclusivity within the 
Chattahoochee River basin.  
As part of the campaign, which runs June 
through October, CRK will host cleanups and 
paddle trips, provide educational opportunities, 
and create a place to have a conversation about 
what it means to connect to nature and the river 
as an LGBTQ person. CRK is also asking social 
media followers to share their connection to 
the river using #OutOnTheHooch, as part of an 
effort to highlight this community’s personal 
and meaningful stories. n

To learn more about this campaign and to 
get involved, visit www.chattahoochee.org/
outonthehooch.

8 RIVERCHAT

Photo courtesy of Whittier Mill Village Association

Convicts at Whittier Mill, 1895

http://www.chattahoochee.org/outonthehooch
http://www.chattahoochee.org/outonthehooch
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Photo credit Frank Cone from pexels.com

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper envisions a future 
where there is always enough clean water for 

everyone - water that is affordable, accessible, and 
healthy. We envision a future where neighborhood 
streams and lakes are no longer polluted; where 
all the waters in the Chattahoochee River Basin are 
fishable, swimmable, and drinkable; where nature 
thrives. 

Planned giving is a way for today’s supporters of Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper to be remembered by future generations, and for
investments in the health of this waterway to be protected in the 
long term.

Since 1994, CRK has worked tirelessly to protect and restore the 
most heavily-used river in the state of Georgia: the lifeblood of 
more than five million people who depend on it for drinking water, 
irrigation, recreation, power, wastewater assimilation, commerce 
and more. 

Once one of the nation’s “most endangered” rivers, the Chattahoochee 
is making a dramatic recovery - thanks to the support of CRK 
and its programs over the past 27 years. Sections of the river that 
were not safe for recreation are now viewed as valuable assets for 
communities, and wildlife is thriving. To maintain this progress and 
meet new challenges, we hope that you will consider a legacy gift.  

Gift planning is for everyone regardless of age or assets. It is 
simply a plan for what you leave behind in the future. With your 
dedicated support, we will continue to expand our geographic 
reach and enhance the quality of life for millions of people and all 
communities. n

For more information on planned giving opportunities or to inform 
CRK that you have included a gift in your will or estate plans, 
please contact CRK Development Director Becca K. Powell at 
rpowell@chattahoochee.org.

KEEPING THE RIVER 
FLOWING FOREVER
PLANNED GIVING 
INITIATIVE AIMS 
TO INSPIRE FUTURE 
DONATIONS

While patrolling the river in Fulton County south of 
Atlanta on a sunny August morning, a CRK team 

spotted a giant brownish-grey bird emerging from the 
trees. We did a double take. It wasn’t a hawk, osprey, 
or heron. Later it dawned on us – it was a juvenile bald 
eagle.   

Juvenile eagles don’t get their signature white head and brown feathers 
until they are three years old and young eagles typically return to the 
nest in the fall. Our sighting indicates that nesting bald eagles have made 
a home just downstream of Atlanta.

Recently-fledged juveniles stay near their parents for a few months as 
they learn to fly and hunt. Many of these young birds leave by early 
summer, travelling north. If they survive the summer, they tend to 
return to the South by early fall to where they hatched.

“The reports of eagle sightings I receive from Fulton County are 
uncommon, probably because suitable, relatively-undisturbed habitat 
for the birds - for both foraging and nesting - is primarily found in the 
county’s southwestern corner where far fewer people live and work,” said 
Bob Sargent of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (Georgia 
DNR). 

Eagles were a common site in Georgia in the early 20th century along 
coastal areas, rivers, and wetlands. In the middle of the 20th century 
however, populations declined rapidly, mostly due to the use of the 
pesticide DDT and habitat loss. By 1981, there were only two known 
nests in Georgia. 

The presence of bald eagles in metro Atlanta is another indicator of the 
water quality improvements in the river in recent decades. Because of a 
ban on the use of DDT and state and federal protections on the majestic 
birds, eagle populations all over Georgia are rebounding. In 2004, the 
Georgia DNR estimated there were 100 bald eagle nests in Georgia – by 
2017, the estimate more than doubled to 218. n

CRITTER CORNER: 
BALD EAGLES

RIVERCHAT 9 
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The Chattahoochee River has 
experienced remarkable change 

since the turn of the century. Because 
of significant improvements in water 
quality as cities like Atlanta invested 
billions to upgrade sewer collection 
and treatment systems in the river 
upstream, downstream communities 
including Columbus enjoy this 
reinvigorated resource.  

The improved water quality, dam removals, 
and a highly successful whitewater course and 
RiverWalk promenade have all changed the 
way people use and enjoy the Chattahoochee 
River in Columbus. Each month, there are 
thousands of people fishing, rafting, and 
kayaking in the river in downtown Columbus.

But an aging wastewater treatment system 
poses a potential threat to recreators. When it 
rains, the combined sewer system in downtown 
Columbus discharges from approximately one 
dozen pipes into the Chattahoochee. When 
the Columbus Water Works’ combined sewer 
system permit came up for routine reissuance 
a few years ago, the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division proposed new permit 
conditions intended to protect river users. 
CRK has been advocating for a more protective 
permit since then. 

Data shows that during rain events, the 
combined sewer system can contribute 
excessive bacteria loads into the river where 
people are recreating. CRK supports the new 
permit, which was issued in November 2020. 

PRESSING FOR IMPROVEMENTS 
IN COLUMBUS COMBINED SEWER TREATMENT

Yet, in December 2020 Columbus filed a 
petition seeking to repeal the new permit, and 
in January 2021, CRK intervened alongside the 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division to 
defend permit.

The permit challenge should result in a decision 
before the end of this year. CRK is confident 
that the new permit conditions are necessary 
to protect river users and will be upheld. 

We are proud of the remarkable changes that 
have occurred in the Chattahoochee River, 
but we cannot just look backward. CRK is 
committed to preserving our great progress 
and advocating for further improvements in 
wastewater treatment so that all river users of 
this vital resource can swim, fish, and paddle 
knowing they are safe and welcome in the 
Chattahoochee River. n

Chattahoochee River in downtown Columbus, Ga.

GEORGIA’S “OBLIGATION” IN THE WATER WARS
Georgia’s "win" in this legal round 
comes with two important lessons 
from the Florida v. Georgia opinion.

First, the Court explicitly reminded 
Georgia of the state’s “obligation 
to make reasonable use of Basin 
waters in order to help conserve 
that increasingly scarce resource.” 
Throughout the case, Georgia 
argued that the state’s water use 
was reasonable. All of the water 
conservation and efficiency work 
Georgia cited in the case was 
deemed legally reasonable. The 
Justices’ opinion also means those 
laws, policies, and tools are here to 
stay. 

Second, the most progressive 
acknowledgment in the Court’s 
opinion was the role of “climatic 
changes” and their effects on our 
rivers. Georgia’s central argument 
was that reduced river flows in 
Florida were not Georgia’s fault. It 

was drought, said Georgia, which 
has become more frequent and 
damaging. The Court accepted this 
argument. 

CRK’s advocacy and the Court’s 
concluding statement align closely. 
Georgians have a responsibility to 
conserve water.  The state cannot 
keep growing and not implement 
new methods to save water in 
our cities and towns, businesses, 
industries, or on our farms.  

If a robust culture of conservation 
does not take hold and advance 
in metro Atlanta, the Flint and 
Chattahoochee river basins, and 
across all economic sectors, we’ll be 
back in court again.

At the end of the day, meeting the 
challenges of climate change - not 
legal challenges - will drive our 
future water decisions. n

On April 1, 2021, another chapter in the long running 
“water wars” concluded after eight years and tens 

of millions of dollars spent. The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in a 9-0 opinion that Florida failed to make a 
compelling legal argument or provide sufficient evidence 
that Georgia uses too much of the Chattahoochee and 
Flint rivers’ water. The Court did not agree that any 
harm to the Sunshine State’s oyster population could be 
traced to the Peach State’s water use.

Atlanta’s drinking and waste water treatment plants 
on the Chattahoochee River with the city’s skyline in 
the background.
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Photo by Erik Voss

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS PRESENT IN ISOLATED 
AREAS OF CHATTAHOOCHEE
CRK ADVISES PET OWNERS TO USE CAUTION

BacteriALERT is a one-of-a-kind, real-time bacteria 
monitoring program operated as a partnership between 

CRK, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and the National 
Parks Service (NPS). Together, we have been collecting 
data from the Chattahoochee River for past 20 years. In 
that time, researchers have noticed a dependable pattern 
in the data - when it rains, stormwater washes pollutants 
into the river and bacteria levels rise. These spikes of 
bacteria can put people that recreate in the river at risk of 
getting sick.   

Traditional tests for the bacteria levels have a turnaround time of 18-24 
hours – meaning that the tests can only be processed in enough time to 
indicate that you should not have been swimming in the water yesterday if 
the results were high. Within the Chattahoochee River National Recreation 
Area (CRNRA), day old results were not sufficient to protect the 1.3 million 
people participating in water-based recreation every year. That’s why the 
BacteriALERT program was created to provide real-time public advisories 
within 15 minutes whenever conditions indicate that the water is unsafe for 
swimming. 

Meters are installed in three locations within the 48-mile long CRNRA – at 
Medlock Bridge, Paces Mill, and  Powers Ferry. When one of these meters 
detects water that is turbid (or clouded with sediment), it is presumed that 
bacteria levels are elevated and a real-time advisory is sent to the publicly 
available database at https://www2.usgs.gov/water/southatlantic/ga/
bacteria/. 

In January, CRK was notified of 
a suspected harmful algal bloom 

(HAB) on the Chattahoochee River, 
after it was reported that a dog named 
Chewy became paralyzed and then 
died one day after swimming in the 
river along Gold Branch Trail within 
the Chattahoochee River National 
Recreation Area (CRNRA). HABs 
are caused when naturally occurring 
microscopic organisms called 
cyanobacteria (or blue-green algae) 
produce toxins that are harmful to 
humans and animals.   

To understand the problem, CRK teamed up 
with the National Parks Service (NPS) and 
University of Georgia (UGA) scientist Dr. 
Susan Wilde to collect cyanobacteria samples 
and test the water and sediment for toxins 
along the Gold Branch trail and two other 
popular swimming areas in the CRNRA. 

“The nutrient rich sediments and slow moving 
water in this part of the Chattahoochee River 
provide ideal conditions for the growth of toxin 
producing cyanobacteria,” said Dr. Wilde. 

Results so far suggest that cyanobacteria 
are present on the bottom of the river along 
the Gold Branch Trail, but not at the other 
locations. While our testing did not detect 
levels of toxins that could sicken an animal, 

BACTERIALERT PROGRAM 
CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

“I get calls from members asking if the Chattahoochee River is safe 
for recreation. And my answer is always ‘It depends’,” says CRK 
Riverkeeper Jason Ulseth. “The Chattahoochee River generally has 
good water quality and meets the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency standards for recreation except during periods following 
heavy rains. The good news is that you do not have to guess. Just 
bookmark the BacteriALERT website on your phone and you will 
always know when the bacteria levels are unsafe.”  n

CRK and partners will continue to monitor for 
HABs along the Gold Branch trail and other 
locations throughout this summer and fall in 
attempt to understand when and where we 
might find cyanobacteria and toxins in the 
river. 

Chewy’s death is the first incident of suspected 
health effects associated with HABs in the 

main stem of the Chattahoochee River. The 
NPS has posted signs warning of the risks of 
pets swimming on the river at the Gold Branch 
trailhead. CRK recommends that pet owners 
always exercise caution when exploring natural 
waterways and avoid stagnant or greenish 
pools of water. n

Photo by Annie Couch

https://www2.usgs.gov/water/southatlantic/ga/bacteria/
https://www2.usgs.gov/water/southatlantic/ga/bacteria/


This fall, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper friends will come together for a celebration of 
the Chattahoochee River and the work being done to protect it. This year’s event will 
celebrate our Return to the River, paying homage to the millions of people who flocked 
to the great outdoors to alleviate challenges of a global pandemic.

CRK’s River Guardian Award will go to The Orvis Company, who, for nearly a decade, 
has encouraged customers and the angling community to support CRK’s water quality 
programs and keep the south’s most thriving trout fishery clean and sustainable. The 
Newnan Paddlers will be awarded the River Steward Award in recognition of their efforts 
to encourage and facilitate river recreation as well as their support of our Neighborhood 
Water Watch and Trash-Free Chattahoochee initiative. 

The event will also celebrate the 20th anniversary of BacteriALERT, and will honor CRK 
Development Director Becca K. Powell with a commitment to hosting the annual All Girls 

3 Puritan Mill
916 Joseph E. Lowery Blvd, NW
Atlanta, GA 30318

If you prefer to receive RiverCHAT electronically, 
contact Christina York at cyork@chattahoochee.org.

Printed by

Address service 
requested

Printed on 10 percent  post-
consumer recycled paper.

Donations accepted at:
www.chattahoochee.org

Non-profit
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Permit No. 3363 
Atlanta, Georgia

SWEEP THE HOOCH SPONSORS
RIVER HERO

RIVER CHAMPION

RIVER DEFENDER

RIVER ADVOCATE
Charter Foundation 

HPE Gives
WEG Electric Corporation

Republic Services Foundation

RIVER CONSERVATOR

NONPROFIT Sponsor

Bridgestone Tires4ward
CHaRM

City of LaGrange
Douglasville-Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority

Peach State Bank & Trust
Rubicon

ZWJ Investment Counse

American Rivers
Chattahoochee National Parks Conservancy

Georgia Nature Photographers Assc.
Hall Co. Soil & Water Conservation District

The Rain Barrel Depot

Audi Atlanta, A Jim Ellis Family Dealership
Collective Insights Consulting

Reduce
Ruby-Collins, Inc.

VALLEY RIVER RALLY SPONSORS

RIVER ADVOCATE

RIVER CONSERVATOR

RIVER PATRON

FRIEND OF THE RIVER

INKIND

Downtown West Point Development Authority
West Point Development Authority

LaGrange Grocery 

SouthState Bank 

Johnny’s Pizza (West Point, Ga.)
Beacon Brewery

Wild Leap Brewery
Pokey’s 8th Street Grill 

WILD & SCENIC FILM FESTIVAL SPONSORS

DAVID AND GAIL 
CHESTER

RIVER ADVOCATE

RIVER STEWARD

RIVER PATRON

FRIEND OF THE RIVER

Alliance for International Reforestation, Inc.
The McLendon Family

Mellow Mushroom – Gainesville

Anonymous
Bill and Susan Brooksher

CORE Benefit Solutions, LLC
A Garden for Wellness

Georgia ForestWatch
Jane Hemmer

LAD Custom Publishing, Inc., Buford

Bob and Rosie Popp

Milton Martin Toyota
The Tire Barn Tire Pros

Unicoi Outfitters
Wildwood Outfitters

RETURN TO THE RIVER ON SEPTEMBER 16

For more information on how to 
participate in this year’s event, visit 

www.chattahoochee.org/patrondinner.

Fish. Return to the River will take place 
on September 16 in the Stave Room in 
Atlanta, Ga. It will also be livestreamed. 

https://chattahoochee.org/patrondinner/

