
OUR RIVER + OUR LAKE = EVERYONE’S FUTURE
The Clean Lanier Equation

ake Lanier—formed in 1956 by the 
construction of Buford Dam and 

beginning approximately 50 miles south of 
the Chattahoochee River’s source spring—
provides drinking water for more than five 
million people and 70 percent of metro Atlanta 
residents. Few if any large metropolitan area 
water supply sources are situated so far north 
in a river system. It is projected that by 2050 
Metro Atlanta will add 2.9 million people, 
which will increase the demand on the river 
for water supply. With these statistics in mind, 
the importance of maintaining a clean and 
plentiful lake is clear.

For 25 years Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
(CRK) has used water quality monitoring, 
environmental education programs, and  
advocating for water conservation and 
efficiency to protect Lake Lanier for its 
diverse uses – water supply, recreation, and 
wastewater assimilation for municipal and 
industrial dischargers. To highlight and grow 
this work, CRK is launching The Clean Lanier 
Equation, a campaign to celebrate our growing 
headwaters and Lake Lanier programs. 

Since 1996, CRK has maintained an office and 
staff in Gainesville and dedicated resources to 
protecting the lake and the headwaters. In 2015, 
CRK expanded its commitment by opening a 
larger office in downtown Gainesville staffed 
by two full-time employees and a water quality 
laboratory. 

“Every week, CRK is monitoring water quality, 
coordinating cleanups that remove tons of 
garbage from our waters, educating policy 
makers, and using the law to stop polluters,” 
said Lee Chadwick, a resident of Lake Lanier 
and member of the CRK Board of Directors. 
“My support will be as everlasting as my 
appreciation.”

QUALITY
Water quality monitoring of Lake Lanier is 
critical to sustaining this resource. Bacteria 
and nutrient pollution can harm the aquatic 

life in the lake and pose a health risk for lake 
users if these contaminants are not properly 
treated. CRK’s nutrient monitoring spurred the 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division to 
adopt a comprehensive cleanup plan, which 
we continuously monitor to ensure it reduces 
pollution and creates a sustainable balance for 
all lake users.

EDUCATION
Environmental education is an investment 
in the future of Lake Lanier. The Lake Lanier 
Aquatic Learning Center (CRK’s first “floating 
classroom”) is a partnership with Elachee 
Nature Science Center and Hall County Parks 
and Leisure. Together, we have engaged more 
than 70,000 students and teachers in a one-of-
a-kind learning experience. The Clean Lanier 
Equation will enable our education programs 
to grow and serve more students and lake-
lovers.

RESILIENCE
Using less water and using water smartly 
helps ensure sufficient supplies for future 
generations. CRK advocates at state-wide and 
local levels for advances in these management 
methods to secure enough water for current 
and for future generations, and to be resilient 
when our region faces the next drought. 

CRK has dedicated itself to sustaining and 
improving Lake Lanier for 25 years, and our 
multifaceted approach will continue to grow 
as we foster more partnerships and engage the 
headwaters’ communities. ■

L

Learn more about The Clean Lanier Equation at chattahoochee.org/our-work/the-clean-lanier-equation.

Water sampling on Lake Lanier.

Thank you for supporting our efforts to protect and preserve the Chattahoochee River.
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he Waterkeeper movement was borne out 
of a group of commercial and recreational 

fishermen on New York’s Hudson River. 
They organized in the 1960’s using science 
and the law to confront industrial polluters 
and reassert community control over public 
waters. Their love of their river and passionate 
environmental activism sparked the Hudson’s 
recovery and inspired others to launch 
Waterkeeper groups around the world. 

Based on this model of grassroots type 
advocacy, Laura and Rutherford Seydel started 
our own Riverkeeper organization on the 
Chattahoochee in 1994 and hired Sally Bethea 
as our first Riverkeeper. We are the 11th 
licensed Waterkeeper organization. Today, 
there are more than 350 Waterkeepers in 46 
countries.

Since I started at CRK in 2007, and became 
the Riverkeeper in 2015, my focus has been 
and continues to be on the health of the 
Chattahoochee River. In the summer of 2019, I 
had the opportunity to become more involved 
in the worldwide movement as I was elected 
to the Waterkeeper Council. The Waterkeeper 
Council helps to guide the larger movement 
and is comprised of almost two dozen 
Waterkeeper representatives from all over the 
world.

Working more closely with these water warriors 
and learning about their fight for clean water 

alik Wilder discovered the positive 
power of getting on the water with 

a rod in hand early on in his life. “Fishing 
became a passion and obsession that saved me 
from the ever-present negative temptations of 
peer pressure,” says Malik, founder of Finding 
Inspiration-Sharing Hope, Inc. He is also an 
instructor for the national Hooked on Fishing-
Not on Drugs’ metro Atlanta programs. 

“I began to turn the fishing skills of 
patience, organization, focus, determination, 
preparedness, and consideration into life 
skills that would guide my future direction. 
Now, I am able to use various sections of the 
[Chattahoochee] River as a classroom to teach 
the community’s youth life skills through 
fishing.” ■
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JASON ULSETH, RIVERKEEPER

Last year Jason Ulseth was elected to the Waterkeeper 
Council, a global network of grassroots leaders protecting 
everyone’s right to clean water. 

is truly inspirational. These men and women 
stand on the front lines of their watersheds to 
deal with a variety of threats, including to their 
personal safety. We all share the common goal 
to secure drinkable, swimmable, fishable water 
everywhere. 

While I am only a few months into this new 
and additional role, it is already having a deep 
impact on my understanding of worldwide 
water issues and is further igniting my passion 
for water protection. ■

To celebrate its 20th Anniversary, Waterkeeper Alliance is highlighting 20 Waterkeeper Warriors. 
You can learn more about these water heroes at www.waterkeeper.org. 
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HELEN

COLUMBUS

APALACHICOLA

West Point Lake

Lake Walter F. 
George

ALABAMA PLATING 
MUST CONTROL 
METALS DISCHARGES 

CRK is investigating wastewater and 
stormwater discharges from a metal 
galvanizing facility in Lanett, Al. The 
facility, Alabama Plating Technology 
(APT), has a pretreatment permit, which 
requires treatment before sending its 
wastewater to the City of Lanett Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. APT’s failure to properly 
treat its wastewater led to elevated levels 
of zinc and nickel in the river throughout 
2018 and 2019. CRK notified APT of 
our concerns about the elevated levels 
of contaminants and we learned that the 
Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management is working with APT to bring 
the facility into compliance. The company 
is making necessary upgrades and changes 
to operations, and CRK will continue to 
monitor to ensure no contaminants are 
being discharged to the river.

EXXON FUEL TANK LEAK
 
A Hotline caller alerted CRK that an 
underground fuel tank at the Exxon 
station on West Paces Ferry was 
leaking into Nancy Creek. The Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) 
immediately responded by requiring 
the station owner to contain the flow 

of gasoline into the creek and seek 
remediation. Subsequent sampling 
showed gasoline in the groundwater 

of the surrounding area and in the nearby 
creek. A recent review of EPD files 
shows that the owner is in the process 
of installing a pump to keep the fuel 
out of the groundwater and creek, but 
permanent remediation will take many 
years. CRK will continue to follow the 
facility’s progress. 

CASSI 

CRK is now measuring water quality 
in real-time. In November 2019, CRK 
installed a Chattahoochee Aquatic Sensor 
System Integrated (CASSI) device in 
the river at McGinnis Ferry Road. The 
device automatically detects turbidity 
(a measure of water clarity) every 15 
minutes. This information is important 
to all concerned with the river’s health, 
including the fishing community as 
muddy water inhibits fish from seeing 
bait. All data collected from this 
CASSI will be made available online 
at chattahoochee.org/our-work/water-
quality-monitoring/.

       MICROPLASTIC MONITORING

In August 2019, CRK collaborated with scientists at 
Georgia Tech to collect water samples in the river 
downstream of Atlanta and inspect for microplastics. 
Microplastics are less than 5 millimeters in size and 
include bits of styrofoam, fibers, microbeads and plastic 
fragments. These particles likely come from wastewater 
treatment plants and trash that mixes with stormwater. 
This collaboration continues as CRK works to assess the 
extent of microplastic pollution while also continuing 
our effort to keep trash out of the river through cleanups 
and trash traps. 

ON PATROL WITH CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER

RELAY DOWN THE HOOCH PATROLS RARELY 
TRAVERSED SECTIONS OF RIVER

In December 2019, CRK completed the last section of the historic 
“Relay Down the Hooch,” a 435-mile year-long journey downriver. 
The initiative ended with a two-day river patrol that started in 
Columbus, Ga., then traveled through Lake Eufaula until reaching 
the Florida border, at which point the Chattahoochee River officially 
becomes Lake Seminole. Water samples were collected at multiple 
sites along the way.

For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

SEWAGE SPILL AT 
SOCCER FIELD

Water samples collected by a Neighborhood 
Water Watch volunteer revealed a problem 
upstream of Nancy Creek at Randall 
Mill Road. CRK tracked the source of 
contamination to sewage seeping from the 
base of a 36-inch lateral sewer line over the 
creek at the Tophat Soccer Club at Northside 
Drive. Further testing indicated that E.coli 
levels were one thousand times the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency safe water 
recreational standard. CRK notified the City 
of Atlanta, and now it appears that the latest 
efforts to repair the sewer line were successful, 
though we will continue to assess the 
effectiveness of the repairs in the long term.
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CRK ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
BY THE NUMBERS 2019
WATER MONITORING

5,251 samples tested by 
Neighborhood Water Watch (NWW) 
volunteers and partners

OUTINGS & CLEANUPS

1,771 miles patrolled

50 TONS OF TRASH REMOVED

4.5 tons of refuse recycled

1 new public park with green 
infrastructure

1,532 NEW MEMBERS

118
NWW PARTNERS  

180 NWW monitoring stations

150 BacteriAlert 
samples tested in the CRNRA

73 nutrient samples tested 
from Lakes Lanier and West Point

 

4 CASSI real time water 
quality sensors deployed

156 field investigations

EDUCATION

120 industrial operators 
trained in stormwater 
compliance

8,117 STUDENTS AND 
ADULTS ON THE LAKE LANIER 
AND WEST POINT LAKE 
FLOATING CLASSROOMS

531 rain barrels distributed

15 interns trained

3,597 STUDENTS RECEIVED FULL 
SCHOLARSHIPS TO FLOATING CLASSROOMS

ADVOCACY

239 industrial 
sites investigated   

330 citizen 
hotline reports

29 letters and 
testimonies before 
government bodies to 
maintain and advance 
environmental laws

1,829 
volunteers 
removing 
trash

380 
paddlers on the river

2 TRASH TRAPS INSTALLED 
IN PROCTOR CREEK22 MAJOR SEWER 

SPILLS FOUND
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS
FOR HELPING US KEEP WATCH OVER OUR WATERS!
RIVER BENEFACTOR 
($10,000 & UP)

Alice H. Richards Charitable Fund
Anonymous
Amy and Kenton Brown
Callaway Foundation
The Charter Foundation, Inc.
The Coca-Cola Company
Colonial Pipeline Company
Cox Conserves / Cox Enterprises, Inc.
Ellis Communications
George Brown Trust
Georgia-Pacific Corporation
S.L. Gimbel Foundation
Abby and Gerard Gunthert
Hampshire Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation
The James M. Cox Foundation
JST Foundation
Harriett McDaniel Marshall
Nespresso USA
Patagonia
The Nancy P. and Richard K.
     Robbins Family Foundation
Patti and Don Ross
The Sapelo Foundation
Laura and Rutherford Seydel
SweetWater Brewing Company
Troup County Board of Education
Turner Enterprises, Inc.
USA Storage Centers
United Distributors
Wells Fargo
Wilson Family Foundation

RIVER DEFENDER 
($5,000 - $9,999)

Anonymous
Kitty and Glenn Bosio
Capital Investment Advisors
Susana Chavez
City of LaGrange
Susan and Carl Cofer
WestPoint Fund of the    
     Community Foundation of the               
     Chattahoochee Valley
Jennifer and Graham Dorian
EarthShare Georgia
Greenberg Traurig
Judy and Walter Hoyt
Hutchinson Traylor Insurance
Bonnie and Mike Jackson
Mary Jane and Dave Kirkpatrick
Steve McKibbon
Moondogs
National Christian Foundation
Pilgrim’s Pride
Porsche Cars
Renasant Bank
Riverview Apartment Development
John R. Seydel
Betsy and Mark West

RIVER ADVOCATE 
($2,500 - $4,999)

Anonymous
Beauty Basics
Sally Bethea
Brown Bag Marketing
Jennifer Buckley	
Chattahoochee Oconee Forests Int.
Gail and David Chester
Lori and Ken Cohen
Collective Insights, LLC.
Cool River Tubing Company
Mandy and Knox Culpepper
Marcia and Richard Jacobson
Lucy and Jim Kieffer
Mary Anne and Jaime Lanier
Harris Lowe
MillerCoors
Ormsby’s
Orvis Corporate
Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP
Southwire Company
The Jinks Private Foundation
True Salon, Inc.
Weed Man Lawn Care
Melody Wilder Wilson and 
     David Wilson

RIVER CONSERVATOR 
($1,000-$2,499)

Anonymous
Graham Anthony
Brandon Ashkouti
Atlanta Classic Cars
Atlanta Girls’ School
Beverly and John Baker

Deborah and David Barnhart
BEKO Technologies, Corporation
Berman Capital Advisors, LLC
Jane Bogan
Jessa and Tierson Boutte
Marcia Brelsford
Callaway Title and Escrow
Clea and Marcus Calloway
Carroll EMC Foundation
Lana and Zim Cauble
Lee Chadwick
The Community Foundation for       	
     Greater Atlanta
Walter Craig Jr.
Rebecca and Kevin Cranford
John and Grace Davidson
Denise Donahue and 
     Simone du Boise
Jon DuBose
Eden Rock
Carole Elliott
Johanna Ellis
EMSA Fund, Inc
Lynn and David Fountain
Georgia Power
John and Eileen Gilberto
Global Greengrants Fund
Dan Gordon
Graphic Packaging
     International, LLC
Caroline and Mark Greatrex
William Gryboksi
Julie Hairston
Haywood Hamilton
Elizabeth and Ken Hixson
R.E. Hodges 
Angela and Timothy Kaliban
Susan and Max Ker-Seymer
Kinstone Communities
Ken Kreafle
Locumtenens.com
Cecilia and Bill Maher
Donna and Bill Malloy
Aaron McWhorter
Geoff Melkonian
Michael Marberry Family Fund
Ashley and Prescott Miller
Moore Family Foundation
Janna and Jack Morgan
Cheri and Terry Morris
Andrew Murray
NewFields
North Georgia Camp and 
     Retreat Ministries
James O’Callahan
Maureen and Thomas O’Shea
Andrew Philippo
Libba and Terry Pickren
Tom Pope
Mr. and Mrs. James Porges
Kristen and Peter Protos
Andrea and John Pruitt III
Kent and Jamie Pryor
Raftelis
Rain Barrel Company, LLC
Eleanor and Tom Ratchford
Heather Rodbell
Roderick S, Flossie R, and Helen M
     Galloway Foundation
Sylvia and Ron San Martin
Savannah Distributing Company
James “Bubba” Sloan
Skip Smith
Stokes Family
Lynn and Shea Sullivan
Swinerton
Corinne and Jim Thornton
Julie and Louis Todd
UL Corporate
UPS
Krist and Ben Voyles
WarnerMedia
Thomas Woods

RIVER PATRON 
($500-$999)

Air Inc. 
Anonymous
Aquascape Environmental
Atlanta Rowing Club
Bank of America
Callie and Riddick Beebe
Dean Bell
Leigh Ann Blount
Blue Heron Nature Preserve
Brandon Family
Robert Brooks
Mikita Browning
Michael Bufkin
Robert Caton
Sidney and Don Childress
Clingman Family

Marjorie Cohen
Robert Cohen
Concessions International
Dean Crownover
Don Curtin
Susan and Ron Determann
Brendan Doherty
Downtown Drafts, LLC
Sandi and David Dunbar
Courtenay and George Dusenbury
Mary Anne and Brian Ericson
Jennifer and Steve Farace
Terry Feng 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mary Fischer-Mullins
Carolina and Sam Friedman
Judy and Eddie Garland
Joan and Bill Goodhew III
Michael Goot
Selma and Tom Gore
Bethany Headrick
Jane Hemmer
Katie Hendrickson
Richard Horder
Interface, Inc.
Jeffrey Irle
Cameron P. Ives and David Stockert 
Douglas Kallman
Susanne Keough and 
     Sydney Roberts
Mary Kilgo
David Kim
Uriel Kitron
Scott Knight
Philip Kranz
Meredith and Daniel Locke
Drew Lohoff
Holly Maddox
Amanda and Paul Mayberry
Kevin McCauley
Mincey Marble Manufacturing, Inc.
North Georgia Community 
     Foundation Green Fund
Lauren Palefsky Unell
DeAndre Penn
Mary Jane and John Piazza
Michael Plishka
Jon Radtke
Patrick Ray
Paula Reith
Clare and Norm Richie
Michael Rizzo
Megan and Ryan Rogers
Steve Romeyn
Nancy and John Sanker
Martha and Conner Seabrook
Burke Searls
Neal and Tejal Shah
Skrynecki Family
Jeannie and Charles Smith
Laura and Edward Smith
Chris Smith
Smyrna’s Finest Car Wash 
     and Detail
Society of Quality Assurance
Amanda and Nate Stibbs
James Stokes
Michelle Szentadorjany
Louis Tanenbaum
Thomas & Hutton Engineering Co.
Liz and Andy Thompson
Julie and George Turner
Andi Warner
Kris Waters
Western School Activity Fund
Richard Wingate
Catherine Woodling and 
     Evan Strange
Ruth Woodling

FRIEND OF THE RIVER 
($250-$499)

Lea Agnew
Valerie and Cotten Alston
Anonymous
Akinyi Opeyo and Eric Ayers
Dawna and Nelson Baker
Taylor Barnett
Bryan Barnett
Carol and Woody Bartlett
Leslie Battle
Carol and Bill Beavers
John and Teresa Beech
Brandon Berry
Sandra Berry
Bistro Associates
Ryan Blevins
Joseph Boland
Brick Store Pub
Amelia Brockelbank
Christine and Keith Bruno
David Burge

Fran Burst-Terranella
David Butler
George Childress
Clayton Distributing Company, Inc.
Collier Hills Civic Association
Jody Cook
Janet and John Costello
Wilson Covington
Kristen and Sherman Curry
Benjamin Davidson
Dian Deimler
James DeVries
Michael Dudgeon
Stephanie and Robert Earley
Emerson Unitarian Universalist 
     Congregation, Inc.
Pat and Russ England
Suzanne Eskin
Ann and Robert Fairey
The Foundry
Phyllis and Richard Franco
Frank Family Foundation
Friends of McIntosh Reserve
Gardan Group, Inc.
Judy and John Girardeau
Cindy Gould
Grindhouse 5 LLC
Mary Catherine Hall
Arnold Hall
Ellen and Bob Harris
Shannon and Ted Hawthorne
Carol Henderson
Kurt Hilbert
William Hofmann
Chris Hopkins
Joni House
Connie and David Huelsbeck
David Iwaniec
Jane Harmon and Mikell Jones
Jeffrey Jones
Ann and Lawrence Klamon
Diane and Gene Korzeniewski
Kytola Instruments Inc
LaGrange College
LaGrange Newcomers And Beyond
Donna Laird and Bill Behm
Lake Northridge Inc.
Tom Lantz
Andrew and Juliette Lebor
Susan Loewenberg
Elise and Dan MacIntyre
Brian Maloof
Franklin Marchman
Sonja and Scott McLendon
Stuart Meddin
Leila Meghji
Neil Mejia
Andrea and Andrea Middlebrooks
Katharine and Andrew Montgomery
Moss Creek Community Group
Walt Myers
William Nellen
Janice Nugent
Marcia Knight and Donald Orr
Kommerina Daling and 
     Dr. John O’Sullivan
Patrick Dugans Restaurant
PayPro HCS
Craig Pendergrast
Ken Peterson
Vicki Pheil
Tim Phillips
The William R. and L. Kay Phinney
     Charitable Fund
Scott Piedmont
Point University
David Polansky
Gail and Tony Pyle
Teresa Raczek
Megan Ratts
Cory Rayburn
Michael Revitsky
Rocky Mountain Pizza
Brian Ruppert
Virginia Schenck
Gil Shearouse
Robert Shellenberger
Margaret and Charlie Shufeldt
Mary and Branch Sinkule
Catherine and John Spillman
Esther and Jim Stokes
Cameron Thompson
Dr. and Mrs. Tietjen
Rose To
Alan Toney
Pete Trench
Universal Joint Holdings, LLC
Robert Vogelei
Chris von Holt
Kathy Wagner
Lori Walker
Charlie Warendh
Peter Wellman

Ava White
Dave Woelber
Katherine Woodruff Williams
Ian Woolard
Marc Yaggi
Lanora and Mark Yates

RIVER SUPPORTER 
($101-$249)

Amy Abbott
Candy and Leighton Alston
Jan and Mike Angstadt
Anonymous
Yum and Ross Arnold
Rosa Arriaga and Santosh Vempala
Tammy Bates and Jerry Bickford
Penelope and Ronnie Bernath
Christine and Charlie Bradley
Claire Brown
Marcia Brown
Carol and Kenneth Campbell
Mitchell Clifton
Margie Cohen
Comstock Family
Kimberly Cornell
Jane Alice Craig
Mary Creech
Anna Cullen
Felicia Davis
Karen and Peter Dvornek
Bill Egeland
Anne and Martin Emanuel
Tanya Fry
Mary and Richard Gerakitis
Joye Girardot
Gregory Goff
Mary and Frank Gordon
JD Grogran
Dianne and Gene Hansard
Jimmy Harris
Tom Hensley
Debi Hinerfeld
Maxwell Holder
Joseph Huiet
Melissa Hulsey
Henry Jackson
Cecily and Henry Kannapell
Audrie Kelton
Jim Kennedy
Susan Kidd
Jean Kincaid
Beth Kosman and Martin Pearson
Kyungjoo Investments
Laura Lafleur
Little Otter Skincare
Susan Lunn and Kurt Schurenberg
Victoria Mangold
Tamara and Jim McClelland
Denise Miller
Al Moore
DJ Mueller
Jackson Murray
Gail and John Neeld
Ron Noyes
Orvis Buckhead
Catherine and Dudley Ottley
Jignesh Patel
Kathleen Peters
S. D. Phraner
Diane and David Pitts
Ronald Pless
Elena Polansky
Marcia Postal-Ranney and 
     Tim Ranney
Rebecca and Justin Powell
Victor Prevatt
Chad Ralston
Larimore Roberts
Daniel Rogers
Wesley Rondineelli
Louise and Edwin Rothberg
Melanie Search and Jon Washburn
Mimi Seydel and Guy Hunt
Nancy and Cyrus Sharp
Sharon and Ohad Shatil
Mark Soss
Kristi Springfield
Fred and Joy Staeck
Teena Stern and Don Haugen
Camm and Judith Swift
Lindsey Thompson and Billy Holder
Wolfgang Tiedtke
Sara and Robbie Tomblin
Peter and Laurie Tosto
William Turk
Cathy and John Villines
Katherine Waers
Richard and Annie Wheeler
Malik Wilder
Jennifer Wilkinson
Amy Wolkin
Judy Zaban

July to December 2019
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NEW AND RENEWING 
DONORS ($100 & LESS)

Melanie Adams
Kay Adams
Karen Adkins
Judy and Ted Adler
Emma Ahmad
Jan Albitz
Kayla Allen
Karl Allen
Ina Allison and Jeff Hite
Mr. and Mrs. Allison
Trey Almond
Renee Alonso
Kaedin Alvarez
AmazonSmile Foundation
Peggy Amend and Bob Buschman
Collin Anderson
Lindsay Anderson
Felicia Andrew
Carla Andrews and Gregg Trance
Anonymous
Dana Anthony
Joe Araoz
Jason Archer
Kevin Arculeo
Daniel Armento
Kendrick Armistead Dopp
Pricila Arroyo
Selina Asefaw
Jennie and Kyle Askew
Matelita Atkins
Lauren Aulet
Michelle Baird
Joe Baiyor
Banana Good Luck
Laurie Barker
Sandy and Lenny Barmak
Sandra Barmak
Stephanie Barnes
Gale and Stephen Barnett
Lisa Barnhart
Jim Bartholomew
Sarah Batts
Meagan Beatty
Lee Becham
Hannah Beck
Rick Bell
Susan Bell Morris
Valerie and Christopher Bennett
Stephanie Bercik
Kim Berry
Peter Bertasi
Janai Bey
Vasudeva Bhat
Susan Bibler
Amy Bigler
Bilotto Family
Sue Binder and Jeff Sacks
Nancy and Gary Bivins
Steven Blackburn
Janet Blackmon
Katie Blackwell
Ann Blair
Melanie Blanchard
Maureen and David Blencoe
Crystal Blide
Yama Bobb
Chantal Bomberger
Mary Jo Bone-Caselton
Christopher Bonner
George Boone
Beverly and Lamar Booth
Bob Bourne
Gregory Bowerman
Alyssa Bowers-Zamani and Rad 
Zamani
Sondra and Patrick Bowie
Ryan Box
Lynn Boyd and Harry Vann
Jodie Boyd
Malcolm Boyd
Eric Boye
Sarah Boyer
Howard Bradley
Virginia Brannen
Jonathan Braun
Don Bravaldo
Mary Breen
Ms. Marti Breen
Jim Brennan
Deb and Jim Brewer
Bill Brigham
Jeff Brown
Shaundre and Curtis Brown
Jane Brown
Phil Brucker
Karen and Robert Bruhns
Ruth and Robert Bruner
Steven Brunner
Kevin Bruzan
JoAnn Buchanan
Nafeesah Burson
Jason Burton
James Bush
Jim Byrd
Melanie Caldwell
Victoria Calvin
Theresa and Chris Camp

Dianne and Cal Cannestra
Michelle Cappucci
Jason Caravella
Ellen and Brian Cardin
Destinee Carlyle
Kelly Carter
Kersha Cartwright
Donna Caruso
John Cebe
Mysti and Christopher Cenkner
John Chambliss
Alice and Dennis Champagne
Susan Chandler and Tyrus Smith
Leng Chang
Yakira Chapman
Joe Cheaney
Stella Chen
Channa Childs
Vanessa Ching
Barbara Christopher
City of Atlanta
Beatrix Clark
Rachael Clayton
Lori Cobbs
Janet and George Cohen
Juliet and Jeffrey Cohen
Edith Collins
Linda and Steve Collins
Peter Collins
Computer Sciences Corporation 
Securities Litigation
Ruth Copeland Young
Brittany Corley
Chris Cornelison
Samantha Costley
Michael Cowan
Sean Cox
William Cox
Lola Craig
Micah Cramer
Kathleen Crawford
John Crippen
Dean Crist
Caroline and Tom Crittenden
Denzell Cross
Charla Crowder
Cate Crutcher
Marcie Cruz
Amber Curtis
Mary Lou Dabbs
Morgan DaCosta
Benjamin Dahl
Harold Dampier
Ansley Daniel
De’Omini Daniely
Craig D’Arcy
Mike Davenport
Nanette Davis
Zion Davis
Kathi Deason
Cinthia Debatin and Eduardo 
Crespo
Stephanie Deep
Christopher Defields
Larry Delbridge
Brandon DeLoach
Robin Demorse
Jared DeRight
Clement Desaulniers
Cynthia Devine
Matias Devred
Margery Diamond
Jerry Diaz
Erika Dieges
Jason Dimonda
Olajide Disu
Lulu Dobson
Stewart Dodge
Maria Dolan
Jean Dole
Rich Donnellan
Deborah Donovan
Patty Dontje
Sarah Dowling
Pauline Drake
Driftwood Garden Club
Sandee Dudenhoeffer
Julia Duffy
Tom Dunken
Chris Durant
Sue Duttera
Kelly and Chris Dyar
Kenneth Dye
Carleton Ealy
Lauren Eastburn
Kelly Edge
Patricia Edmiston
Brian Edwards
Olivia Egerstedt
Emily Eichelberger
Kevin Eicher
Joseph Eilerman
Katherine Elder
Korri Ellis
Ralph Ellis
Susan Ellman-Zweig
Kimberly Elrod
Nancy and Bill Elsea
Caroyn Emery
Angela Erwin

Sharon Etris
Tray Evans
Robin Fabrick
Ellie Fahs
Cherie Faircloth
Jordan Faulkner
Mitchell Felske
Larry Fitch
Mary Flagg Gann
Mitchell Fletcher
Grace Fletcher
Kimberly Fletcher
Cheryl Flickinger
Ginger Florey-Powell
Flynn Family
Mildred and Mark Fockele
Nancy and Lew Forbes
Debbie and Jim Fountain
Melissa Frawley
John Frederickesn
Jeanne French
Roxie Fricton
Emilie and Richard Friese
Doug Fulle
Kathy and Robert Fuller
Nan Ellen and Dave Fuller
David Garcia
Sergio Garcia
Jacob Garland
Alice and Bob Gartley
David Gell
Jerry Gentry
Anne Gerry
Jessica Gilbert
Samantha Gistren
Shane Gizzi
Allison Glass
James Glen
Annie Godfrey
Mark Goggans
Gabriel Goldner
Helen and Ted Gordon
Sheridan Gordon
Brian Gordon
Shannon Gordy
Russell Gore
Edward Green
Jacqueline and Gary Greenhood
Rebecca Gregory
Caroll and George Griffin
Tammy Griffin
Larry Griffiths
Benjamin Grimes
Lila Grisar
Elsa Guerena
Lauren Guibeau
Jon Gunderson
Sydney Habegger
William Haden
Joel Haffey
Michael Hagearty
Marit Hagebak
Rebecca and Clay Hales
Kelsie Hall
Anne Halliwell
Chris Hamilton
Chris Han
Betty Hanacek
Randy Hancock
Willie Handlee
Carleen and Lance Haney
Kathleen Hanna
Art Hansen
Margaret Hanson
Debra Hanson
Robert Hanson
Danielle Harlemon
Richard Harper
Dana Harris
Mary O. Harrison
Jan Hartzfeld
Tara Hass
Kim and Harris Hatcher
Donald Hayes
Amara Hazzard
Mary He
Sara Heath
Colby Heath
Zoe Hecht
Amy Helling
Ronald Hender
Chris Henrich
Helen and George Henry
Sophia Hermann
Karina Hernandez
Maritza Hernandez
Dana Higgins
Lesley High
Donna Hill
Linda Hill
Sandra Hilliard
Nick Hisey
John Hitchins
Heather Hodson
Amanda Hoffman
Horace Holderfield
Fran and Charles Holland
Carol Holliday
Jane Hollis
Donna Hooper

Evelyn Hopkins
Robert Hopper
Patrick Horgan
Laura Horne
Kenneth Horvath
Joan and Carson Hostetter
Sonya Houston
Ralph W. Howard
Christi Hu
Anne and Rene Huberdeau
Rebekah Hudgins
Kathleen Hudgins Manzel
Robert Hughes
Steve Hunter
Sylvia Huron
MK Hutcheson
April Ingle
Garrick Isert
Michael Isham
Paige Isner
Gaby Ivie
Jackson Family
Dale and Rob Jaeger
Kevin James
Jessica Jarvholm
Alan Jenkins
Heather Jenkins
Ann and Joseph Jennings
Laura Jennings
Ginny Johansmeier
Jeanne and Stephen Johnson
Mary Johnson
Jeffrey Johnson
Chelsea Johnson
Penny Johnson
Mary Johnson
Debra and Daniel Jones
Joel Jones
Gary Jones
Kelly Jordan
Nate Jordan
Lynn Joseph
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Jennifer and Bill Kaduck
Kelley Kalbas
Sharon Kane
Amanda Katz
Jillian Katz
John Kaufman
Matthew Keaton
Linda Keck
Marta Keen
Alan Kennedy
Jo Kenney
Meredith and Mitchell Key
Jack Key
Faria Khan
Megan Kilinski
Jack Killorin
Michelle and Chris Kilroy
Junho Kim
Kathy King
Eric King
Patrick King
Venkatesh Kini
Michelle Kirk
John Kirkley
Harriet and Kip Kirkpatruck
William Kitchens
Peter Klein
Jeffrey Kling
Callie Knight Hammond
Greg Koch
Roman Kol
Anne and Gus Konigsmark
John Konkol
The Kroger Company Foundation
Marilyn Krone
Jacob Krzysiak
Art Kunberger
Bronwen Kurjewicz
Quinn Kurjewicz
Kari Kviten
Adam Lair
Raj Lal
Ila Langelotti
Christine and Michael Lanzing
Sandi Latty
Judy Lawrence
Richard Lebovitz
Richard Leigh
Justin Lindner
Gail Lindsay
Robert Lloyd
Jamie Losure
Ken Louko
Michael Love
Dina Lowe
Cindy Luangkhot
Lindy Lucas
Maria and Gary Ludi
Crystal Luke
Jennifer Lynch
Barbara Lynn
Thomas MacMillan
Elijah Madaris
Ryan Maguire
Dena Maguire Young and  
     David Young
Aislin Maldonado

Richard Malerba
Mallory Family
Russ Malsnee
Dan Marcec
Merri Marcum
Bobby Marie
Elizabeth Marks
Drenda Marsch
Sharon Marshall
Jim Martan
Laura I. Martin
Rhonda and Lonny Martin
Susan Martin
Beth Maryman
John Massey
Claire Mathis and Antonio Abalos
Barbara and Art Mathis
Sandra and George Maule
Patrick Mawhinney
Homer Maxwell
Kathy May
Maria Mays
W Gary McBride
Michael McBride
Ashley McCabe
Mary and Michael McCarthy
Kim McCormick
Cole McDaniel
Maggie McDonald
Norman McGinnis
Rebekah McGinnis
Spencer McGnnis
Dannis McGuire
Megan McLeod-Hanie
Kiera McManus
Carol McNavish
Gholam Meah
Megan Family
Soniya Mehta
Jessica and Matthew Melady
Tom Menders
John Menzel
Stephen Merz
Kelly and John Metzger
Judy Meyer and Gene Helfman
Mackie And James Miley
Debbie and Jud Miller
Leigh and Eric Miller
Kayla Miller
Joy Miller
Jean and Bill Millkey
Dustin Mimnaugh
Fredi Mitchell
Diana Mitchell
Katherine Mitchell
William Mitchell
Jack Mitchell
Roger Moister Jr.
Tierney and Ben Montoya
Cathy and Jeff Moore
Zachary Morgan
Gregory Morris
Tammy Morrow
Moseley Family
Trudy Murphy
Teagan Murphy
Nabil Murshed
Pamala Myers
Gillian Myers
Gwendolyn Napier
Ansley Elizabeth Nash
Alexandria Nash
Meg Needle
Rylee Nepple
Molli Newman
Brett Newman
Julie Nguyen
Kathy Nguyen
Jane Nguyen
Scott Nicholson
Lynn Norris
Parker Norton
Johnathan Nowak
Ann and Scott Offen
Julie Ogle
Joseph Olivares
Thomas O’Neill
Julia Orr
Osborne Jelks
Linda and Jim Owen
John Packer
Tom Palazzo
Lauren Panetta
Rick Parker
Dey and Pick Parks
MarKeshia Parris
Elaine Patankar
Avi Patel
Ana Patlis
Michael Patterson
Lee Anne Patterson
David Patzke
Paula Payne
Ben Peek
Charlotte Pelz
Brian Pendergrass
Mallory Pendleton
Patricia and Michael Petelle
Wendy Peter
Margaret and Brian Philbin
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Helen Phillips
Karen and Joel Piassick
Jean and Marc Pickard
Dita Pickering
Libba and Bill Pickren
Jan Pierce
Sarah Pina 
Kayla Pintro
Anne-Claire Pittman
Edward Pivirotto
Rebecca Polinsky
Nancy and Lendy Poole
Rosie and Bob Popp
Jim Powell
Rebekah Powers
Malinda Powers
Marisa and David Preston
Brinton Prestridge
Barb Price
Gail Priest
Connie Propes
Kent and Jamie Pryor
Glenn Puller
Bonny Putney
Seth Ramesh
Mark Ramirez
Paul Range
Nikki Ray
R. A. Raymond
Lisa Rayner Catherall
Joann and James Redding
Wilson Reece
Emmeline and Thomas Reed
Clayton Reeves
Mike Reilly
Ellen Reneke
Kathy Reynolds
Connor Reynolds
Judy and Ed Rice
Helen Rice
Douglas Rieder
Colline Rios
JR Risick
Stewart Roberts
Jonathan Roberts
Amy Roberts
Linda Robertson
Carrie Rodgers
Susan and Al Rodriguez
Richard Rodriguez
Andrew Rodriquez
Lynn and David Rogers
Sandra Ross
Maria Ross
Alan Rothschild
Robin Russell
Cathy Saenger
Phillip Salzinger
Arun Santhanam
Rein and Jane Saral
Lisa Saul
Mike Saunders
Brian and Sabine Savoie
Nadia Sawicki
Margaret and Eugene Schaufler
Christina Schmidt
Bob Schmitt
Jay Schmitt
Barbara Seal and Don Schreiber
Cathy and Mitch Schueler
Cristine Schulz
Kaethe Schuster
Mary Schuweiler
Paul Sconyers
Jocelyn and Jonathan Scott
Laine Scott
Kaleigh and Shaun Scruggs
Leonard Seal
John Searby
Laurie Searle
Ann Sellman
John Shaw
Cheryl Shaw
Ida Shcherbak
Lance Shealy
Laura Shedd
Stacy Shelton
Helen Shen
Tammy Shepard
Tammy Shiflett
Terry Shikano
Tom Shirey
Kimmie and Hank Siegelson
Pamela and Jeffrey Simyon
Erin Sizemore
Michelle Skelly
Joanna Skinner
James Slay
Robert Sloan
Paul Slovisky
Deborah and Kevin Smith
Lyn Smith
Ric Smith
Laurel Smith Smith
Michael Smith
Elizabeth Smith
Emsley Smith

Nicole Smith
Mark Soll
Gena and Mike Spears
Michael Spence
John Steed
Ann Steel
Jessica Sterling and Ben Emanuel
Carol Stewart
Christopher Stewart
Ivy Stokes
Dee Stone
Emily Strickland
Ken Sturdivant
Elizabeth Sudduth
Michael Sullivan
Elizabeth Sullivan
Mary Surgeon
Ruth Sutton
Tally Sweat
Ginger Swint
Virginia Swint
Donna and James Sylvan
Diane Symcheck
Tammy Tatum
Susan Taunton
Joanie and Zach Taylor
Eric Taylor
Jordae Taylor
Tracy Taylor
Keith Taylor
Testa Testa
Angie Thomas
Stephanie Thomas
Kelly Thomas
Marc Thompson
Debbie Thompson
Manley Thompson
Lindsey Thompson
Katherine Thornton
Randolph Thrower
Melissa Thurmond and Elliott Jones
Caleb Timmerman
David Todd
Cindy and Marion Todd
Amanda Toner
Jerry Travers
Stephen and Charlene Triemer
Vicki and Walter Tschinkel
Circe Tsui
Helen Tuggle
Mandy Ulseth and 
     Delorean Ostrom
Eberechukwu Uwah
Daniel Vaccaro
Stephanie Van Parys and 
     Rob Cleveland
Victoria and Andrew Vandervelde
Dali Vashakidze
Preston Vassar
Pamela Vayda
Marjorie Veatch
Ganesh Venugopal
Ethell Vereen
Tom Verkon
W. Glenn Viers
Villa Family
Johnny Vo
Wayne and Dawn Wadsworth
Ron Walker
Chloe Walker
Tim Walsh
Marsha Walton and Ellen White
Renee Ward
Michael and Gail Warren
Elizabeth Watkins
Mark Watson
Rose Webb
Stephen Wegmann
Jessica Welch
Kathlene Wentzel
Donna Werner
Rhonda West
Faye and David Westfall
Joan and Laura White
Signe White
John Whittemore
Kelly Whonic
Keyon Whyte
Steve Wilder
Karen Wilkins
Ben Wilkinson
Lindsey Wilkinson
Zane Williams
Lauren Williams
Linda Williams
Palmer Williams
Laura Williams
Dela Williamson
Diana Wilson
Scott Wilson
Craig Wilson
Linda Winsbro
Susan and Elliott Winton
Melissa Wish
Heidi Wood
Chris Woodward
Donna and Greg Woody

Miracle Woodyard
Maggie and Bill Wooten
Daniel Wright
Jacob Wuertz
Nancy Wylie
Juliana Yagyu
Tim Yeager
Kathy and Jim Young
Stanley Young
Ronald Youngblood
Your Pie (LaGrange)
Helen and Griggs Zachry
Ellen Zegura
John Zelenka
Fabian Zowam
Janice L. Zumot

MONTHLY SUSTAINERS/
EMPLOYEE GIVING

William Bell
Robin Boggs
Dana Marie Bruce
Joshua Crane-Whittington
Brian and Mary Anne Ericson
Susan Ferguson
John Fitzgibbon
Gavin Gaffney
Mary Lou and Richard Gennings
Benjamin Hansen
Serina Hardiman
Moshe Jacobson
Candice and Craig Kalin 
Stephen M. Klein
Joseph Lyle
Stephen McNair
Diane Morgan
Charlotte Reid
Mark Storrs
Christal Threadgill
Antonia Treverton

IN HONOR OF/
MEMORIALS

In honor of Phil Amon
Rosa Arriaga and Santosh Vempala
Melissa Frawley
Anna Howard
Daniel Rogers
Victoria Shanahan
Kristina Thomas
Craig Wilson
Sarah and James Zeigler

In honor of Nathaniel Berger
Berger Family

In honor of Emma Bones and 
     Brian Wier
Rebecca Evans

In memory of Chris Ciocca
Jennifer Jiunta

In honor of Juliet Cohen
Betty Londergan

In memory of Carol Cutts
Karen Copeland

In honor of Rebecca Doll and 
     Charles Gibisser
Douglas C. Doll
Michael Doll
Dale Williamson

In honor of Rebecca Dorian
Lucy and Jim Kieffer

In honor of Audrey Eshman
Michael Eshman

In honor of Shayna Fix
Lisa Macy

In honor of Amelia Godfrey
Annie Godfrey and John Kittle

In honor of Bonnie and 
     Mike Jackson
Sheila Segal

In honor of Shane Johnson
Cynthia Pekrul

In honor of Susanne Keough and
     Sydney Roberts
Larimore Roberts

In memory of Joe Kidd
Ginger and Peter Collins
Susan Kidd
Linda and John Sundstrom

In honor of Will Marshall
Dennis Meng

In honor of Sean McCoy
Barbara McCoy

In honor of Josh Merriman
James Wood

In honor of James Meyer
Sheridan Gordon

In memory of Kenneth Miller
Brenda Brown
Bonnie Cole
Ernest Franklin
Anne Jones
David Leaderman
Connie Suhr
Lois Wehofer
Fernwood Park Homeowners 
     Association Board of Directors
Raines Hospitality, Inc.

In honor of Ethan Parsons
Karen Killingsworth

In honor of McKenna Penley
Levi Morran

In honor of Margaret Reneke
Ellen Reneke

In honor of Mary Sevier
William Mackin

In memory of John Seydel
Fishman Family

In honor of Maya Shatil
Sharon Shatil

In memory of Randy Smith
Garrett Smith

In honor of Charles Smith
Nicole Smith

In honor of Harry South
Erin Solomons

In honor of Robin and Paul Supik
Cal Supik

In honor of Tricia Teason
Monica Albers

In honor of Nathanial Thomas
Robert Riggs

In memory of Andrew Valter
Courtney McCormick

In honor of Jay Weiner
Temple Beth Tikvah Board of
     Trustees

In honor of June West Holland
Richard Smith

In honor of John Whittemore
Amy Landesberg

In memory of 
     Preston Woodrow Miller
Gale Stewart

GIFTS IN-KIND

Ace Kayaking
Agave Restaurant
American Allegiance Charters
Atlanta Botanical Garden
Atlanta Braves
Atlanta Hawks LLC
Atlanta Journal Constitution
Atlanta Movie Tours
Atlanta Shakespeare Tavern
Atlanta United FC
Tammy Bates and Jerry Bickford
Bear Lake Lodge and Cabins
Bearded Fish Design
Biblical History Center
Big Green Egg
Bobby Jones Golf Course
     Foundation
BOTE Boards
Boutte Tree Inc
Cafe Campesino
Canoe Restaurant
Center for Pupetry Art
Lee Chadwick
Cindy Ensor Designs
City of Roswell
ClackaCraft Drift Boats
Cohutta Fishing Company
Joe Cook
Cool River Adventures
Costa Sunglasses
Courtyard By Marriott LaGrange 
Henry Cowan
C’Sons
Cutwater Spirits
DUN Magazine
Elachee Nature Science Center
Elizbeth Cain
Eric Estrada Art
Fab’rik
Fifth Group Dining Card

Fit Family
Gail Foster
Foxhall Resort
Gainesville Atlanta 
     Botanical Gardens 
Georgia Aquarium
Georgia Grown
Georgia Harvest Table
Georgia Mountain Coaster
Georgia Wildlife Federation
The Gifted Ferret
Google
Grand Champion BBQ
Great Wolf Lodge
Gwinnett Stripers
HC Hammocks
High Country
Hills and Dales Estate
James Hurley
Ifly
International Fly Fishing Film 
Festival
Bryan Jenkins
Scott Jenkins
JetBlue
Kai Medical Spa
Kaya Vineyard and Winery
Kayak Fishing Destin
KEEN
Mary Anne Lanier
Lanier Islands
Laura Pearce Ltd.
Licha Ochoa Nicholson
The Lodge at Historic Banning Mills
Margaritaville
Mauri Fly Fishing 
Kathy May
Amanda and Paul Mayberry
Mellow Mushroom
Mercedes-Benz Stadium
The Metropolitan Club
Metrotainment Cafes
Miller Union
Nantahala Outdoor Center
NASCAR Hall of Fame
Native Eyewear
Nespresso USA
Ormsby’s
Orvis Alpharetta
Orvis Atlanta
The Orvis Company
Orvis Corporate
Orvis Pursell Farms
Patagonia
Pesca Muerta
Piece of Cake
PURE taqueria
Ray’s Restaurants
re:loom
Reformation Brewery
Regency Fine Arts
Remedy by JP LLC
Reynolds Lake Oconee
River Through Atlanta
River’s Edge on the Soque
S & S Firepits
Savannah Bee Company
Scalini’s Italian Restaurant
Kendra Scott
Serenbe
Laura and Rutherford Seydel
Smartglass
Laura Smith
Smith, Gambrell, and Russell, LLP
Smith Optics
Smith’s Olde Bar
Soulful Yoga
Southern Sweets Bakery
Southwest Airlines
Stone Summit Climbing
The Stout Brothers
Sunny Farms
Suspenz Kayak Storage System
Tom Swanston
SweetWater Brewing Company
Tacky Fly Fishing
Tellus Museum
Terminal West
Theatrical Outfit
Kyndall Thiessen
Total Wine & More
Treetop Quest
True40 Fitness Studio
Jason Ulseth
United Women on the Fly
Upper Chattahoochee Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited
Village Health Wellness Spa
White Oaks Pasture
Winged Reel
Woody’s Mountain Bike 
World of Coke
WSB-TV
Xocolatl
Yonah Mountain Vineyards 

To become a member, visit chattahoochee.org/become-a-member.

*CRK receives 100% 
of Board and 
Employee Giving
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WATER WARRIORS 

In October 2019, the first-ever Water Warriors 
Summit kicked off a collective for young 
people interested in protecting our waterways. 
More than 150 students and recent grads 
spent two days at the Georgia Aquarium with 
CRK, Captain Planet Foundation and many 
other organizations to learn from experts and 
organize to tackle the trash problems facing 
our waterways. 

Now, Water Warriors are engaged in local 
advocacy campaigns to encourage local 
governments to reduce single use plastics, 
with recent successes in Fulton County and 
City of Atlanta. Water Warriors also took to 
the streets to make their voices heard at Youth 
Climate Strikes, including those in Atlanta, 
Dawsonville and LaGrange. 

s our CRK team pulled up to a boat ramp 
at Walter F. George Dam in December 

2019, a yellow sign read “Caution – Alligators 
May Be Present.” This is not a usual sight at 
parks and boat ramps lining the upper and 
middle sections of the Chattahoochee, where 
our field work has been most active during the 
past 26 years. 

The American Alligator (Alligator 
mississippiensis) lives in the swamps, 
marshes, rivers, ponds and lakes south 
of the Georgia fall line, which is the 
geological boundary that runs northeast 
across Georgia from Columbus 
to Augusta. 

CRITTER CORNER 
THE AMERICAN ALLIGATOR

JUST 26 YEARS YOUNG 
HOW YOUNG PEOPLE CAN HELP SAFEGUARD OUR WATER

Learn more about becoming a Water Warrior 
at chattahoochee.org/waterwarriors. 

ALL-GIRLS FISH

Despite fly fishing’s reputation as a male-
dominated hobby, young female fly anglers are 
standing up as passionate advocates for land, 
fish and water. Our All-Girls Fish debuted in 
September 2019 as part of the Down the Hatch 
Fly Fishing Film Festival. Fourteen young 
women got together on the river in Helen for a 
day of fly tying, angling and camaraderie. 

Not only are these young women staking their 
claim in the world of fishing, but our All-Girls 
Fish is an opportunity to come together in 

While stories of an alligator sighting in the 
upper and middle Chattahoochee circulate 
occasionally, their presence is likely due 
to relocation by humans. Alligators will 
only reproduce in the warmer waters of the 
Chattahoochee downstream of Columbus. 

Tiny when they hatch (approximately 8 to 10 
inches in length), fully grown alligators can 
span between 10 and 16 feet long. As adults, 
they are important predators in the ecosystems 
they inhabit and will eat almost anything 
they can catch including fish, turtles, snakes, 
waterfowl, raccoons, beavers and otters. Given 
the chance, they have also been known to eat 
pets and small farm animals such as goats 
and pigs. 

When the weather turns chilly, alligators adapt 
by digging a “gator hole” along a waterway and 
go dormant. Even though CRK staff did not 
get to spot any of these remarkable creatures 
during our trip, it remains exciting to think 
about these giant reptiles living among us as 
we spend more time down river. ■

celebration of the incredible natural resource 
that sustains their passion. 

The next All-Girls Fish will take place on 
Saturday, April 11, 2020. For informaation, 
visit chattahoochee.org/allgirlsfish.

CAMPUS AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper is heading to a 
campus near you! Created for students who 
care about the future of our water, the Campus 
Ambassador program is an opportunity to 
empower other students, communicate calls-
to-action with peers and engage with CRK staff 
and members.  

For more details on bringing CRK 
to your campus, email 
kthiessen@chattahoochee.org. ■

fter celebrating our silver anniversary in 2019, we asked “what should CRK look like in 
the next 25 years?” The resounding answer - more opportunities for future protectors 

of the river to get involved. Now, in addition to our tried-and-true floating classroom trips and 
classroom presentations, we are offering more ways for students and young professionals to 
join our efforts to secure a healthier Chattahoochee River.

The next generation of river stewards at Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper’s first-ever Water Warriors Summit. 
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he Chattahoochee River nourishes more than five million people. We 
cannot allow pollutants to be dumped into the river’s headwaters or 

to have wetlands filled in for parking lots.

For decades, Atlanta’s aging wastewater collection and treatment systems led 
to thousands of overflows and spills of untreated sewage during wet and dry 
weather. This pollution resulted in elevated bacteria levels in neighborhood 
streams, endangering residents and downstream communities including West 
Point Lake. When CRK fought to have Atlanta clean this up, we relied on the 
Clean Water Act (CWA), which provided minimum standards for pollution 
control and allowed organizations like CRK to bring lawsuits if industries or 
local governments were not meeting their obligations.  

Now, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is significantly 
weakening the law by eliminating protections on half of all wetlands and 
thousands of small streams like those in the Chattahoochee’s headwaters. 

EPA first sought to repeal the 2015 Clean Water Rule that clarified the definition 
of “Waters of the United States,” which are the waterways that are covered by 
the CWA. The 2015 rule was the result of a rigorous two-year process, and 
relied on numerous scientific studies and solicited millions of public comments 
to clarify the scope of the law. 

EPA’s second step is the issuance of the replacement rule, which eliminates 
protections for wetlands and small streams. EPA finalized the reckless new rule 
on January 23. If implemented, it will allow untreated wastewater to be dumped 
in small streams that feed the headwaters of rivers. The rule will also allow 
developers to fill in streams and wetlands without needing federal approvals. 
CRK has joined a collection of southeastern advocacy groups, led by Southern 
Environmental Law Center, to challenge 
this attempt to strip protections from 
our waters. ■

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY 
WEAKENS CLEAN WATER ACT

By the 1970's, two-thirds of 
U.S. lakes, rivers and coastal 
waterways were unsafe for 
fishing or swimming, some 
due to untreated sewage 
spilling into open waters. Such 
practices in Atlanta led to the 
formation of CRK more than 25 
years ago.

THREE DAMS ON 
THE CHATTAHOOCHEE 
TO BE REMOVED

n late 2018, Southern Company and Georgia 
Power announced plans to surrender their Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission licenses to generate 
hydropower at the Langdale, Crow Hop and Riverview 
dams on the Chattahoochee River in Valley, Al. At the 
end of this public process, the dams—three of six located 
between West Point and Columbus—will be partially or 
completely removed.  

WHY DOES GEORGIA POWER WANT TO 
REMOVE DAMS? 

At the top of the list: the low head dams—built in 1906 
to power nearby factories—have outlived their purpose. 
The West Point Manufacturing Company initially built 
the structures and powerhouses, but sold the properties 
to Georgia Power in 1930. The dams have not generated 
electricity since 2009.

Money and safety are other reasons to consider dam 
removal. Dams are expensive to maintain and are liabilities 
for owners. Obsolete dams become public safety hazards, 
as paddlers and those attempting to cross dams on foot risk 
getting caught in the churning waters below. 

Georgia Power also recognizes the environmental and 
recreational benefits of dam removal. Getting rid of these 
structures promotes free flowing rivers. In this region, 
exposed shoals and habitat are beneficial for all sorts of fish 
and other aquatic critters. Water flowing over the shoals 
promotes good water quality by increasing the oxygen 
content that fish need. Without the dams in place, an 11-mile 
section of river will be open to non-motorized recreational 
use when the popularity of “water trails” is growing.

CRK generally supports barrier-free creeks, streams and 
rivers. In this case, the dam removal will ultimately result in 
a natural streambed, so CRK anticipates improved aquatic 
conditions to support river shoal habitat. To ensure that 
Georgia Power gets it right, throughout the public comment 
process CRK has called on the company to make shoal bass 
habitat restoration a priority and central to their plans to 
remove the Langdale, Crow Hop and Riverview Dams. ■

T I

Langdale Dam in Alabama
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or years, residents along Azalea Drive 
and Riverside Road in North Fulton 
County have anxiously watched the 

weather. Heavy rains in the area have 
meant sewage spills along Big Creek and 
the Chattahoochee. The creek is prone to 
flooding, and when it spills over its banks, 
rainwater surges through manhole covers 
into sewage pipes, which causes overflows 
and overwhelms the County’s treatment plant 
downstream. 

Not only are these floodwaters unsightly, 
but sewage spills often lead to elevated levels 
of E.coli bacteria. When humans come into 
contact with E.coli-contaminated water, they 
can develop rashes, eye and ear infections, 
gastrointestinal distress and other illnesses.

CRK has been tracking sewage spills called in 
by members and engaging Fulton County on 
the issues at Big Creek since 2015. To ensure 
the County prioritized the necessary upgrades, 
we directed media attention to the issue, 
conducted site visits and took water quality 
samples to determine the scope of the problems. 
CRK and Fulton County consistently meet to 
track progress to alleviate overflows into the 
creek as well as the expansion at the Big Creek 
Water Reclamation Facility.

Progress is being made, but the work is not 
done. Between November 2018 and February 
2019, more than 18 million gallons of sewage 
spilled at Azalea and Riverside. To prevent 
flooding from causing these spills, the county is 
raising manholes along the tributary to heights 

NORTH FULTON COUNTY LAUNCHING MAJOR PROJECTS 
TO ADDRESS SEWAGE SPILLS

F above the flood zone. That work should be 
completed in 2020, as part of a $523.5 million 
package of projects.

“CRK has spotlighted this issue, gathered 
data, and worked with the County to 
encourage comprehensive improvements,” said 
Riverkeeper Jason Ulseth. “The County has 
worked with us to show how these projects will 
prevent many of these overflows in the future.”

Along with efforts to curb spills into Big 
Creek—which entails not just raising manholes 
but surveying, repairing, replacing and 
possibly relocating water and sewer lines—
Fulton County is planning to expand the Little 
River and Big Creek water treatment plants. An 
expansion at Big Creek to 38 million gallons 
per day (mgd) from 24 mgd will allow the 
facility to accept greater volumes of wastewater 
during heavy rains, which should prevent 
backups along the service lines that can lead to 
overflows upstream.

“In 2020, Fulton County will be embarking 
in the largest infrastructure project in its 
history with the expansion of the Big Creek 
Wastewater Reclamation Facility,” said 
David Clark, Fulton County’s Director of 
Public Works.  “Treated wastewater from 
the new facility will meet all of the new 
federal and state regulated permit levels 
and will result in water that is returned 
to the Chattahoochee River system that is 
among the cleanest in the Metro 
Atlanta region.”

This first phase is expected to continue through 
June 2020. If all goes as planned, the County 
Board of Commissioners should approve final 
construction plans by May with construction 
beginning in July. ■
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eing a membership-based 
organization means more 

than just being a fan club for 
the Chattahoochee River – 
though that is an unofficial 
prerequisite. 

Members are at the heart and soul of CRKs mission. Our work 
focuses not only on caring for the river for the river’s sake, but 
also for your sake, and for those that will come after you. While 
becoming a member is easy, it’s also a generous responsibility 
that we don’t take lightly. 

CRK is dedicated to ensuring our members have everything 
they need to fulfill their commitment to the river, and no one 
exemplifies this better than the person on staff who is here 
each day to serve our members, Kyndall Thiessen. Membership 
Manager Kyndall Thiessen joined the CRK team just one 
year ago. 

With our membership stronger than ever, we are now offering 
supporters more “bang for their buck” with added benefits like 
member-exclusive outings and early registration to CRK events. 
Before joining CRK, Kyndall earned a Master of Social Work 
with a Certificate in Nonprofit Management from The University 
of Georgia. Having grown up in Georgia, Kyndall spent much 
time enjoying the river. Today, she enjoys meeting new and long-
time members at cleanups, paddle trips, festivals and outings. 

When Kyndall is not in the community connecting with 
members, you can find her in our West Midtown office planning 
outreach and fundraising events, collaborating with staff to 
develop unique member experiences like our "Open Lab Days,’"  
and managing merchandise. 

“My vision for CRK is for its member base to represent the 
diverse communities who rely on the Chattahoochee River,” 
said Kyndall. “I would love to see people from all over the 
watershed take ownership of the river in an effort to protect 
and sustain it.” ■

WELCOMING 
KYNDALL THIESSEN
MEMBERSHIP MANAGER

Text JOINCRK to 41444 or 
follow the QR code.

Questions about your membership status? Reach 
out to Kyndall 
at 404-352-9828 or 
kthiessen@chattahoochee.org. 

Join our 10,000 CRK members today to show 
your commitment to a cleaner, healthier river. 

PATRON DINNER
PRESENTING SPONSORS

Cox Enterprises, Cox Conserves, 
Colonial Pipeline, Georgia Aquarium

RIVER CHAMPION
USA Storage Centers, The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation, 

encyclomedia, MOXIE, Laura and Rutherford Seydel

RIVER BENEFACTOR 
 The Ray C. Anderson Foundation, Ellis Capital, JST Foundation, 

Turner Enterprises Inc., Patti and Don Ross, Nespresso USA

RIVER SUSTAINER – Reduce, WestRock

RIVER DEFENDER
City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management, Renasant Bank, 

The Coca-Cola Company, Hutchinson Traylor, The Home Depot, 
Greenberg Traurig, Google, Newfields, Van Michael Salon, Southwire, 

Capital Investment Advisors, Jennifer and Graham Dorian, Shearon and 
Taylor Glover, Abby and Gerard Gunther, Judy and Walter Hoyt, 

Bonnie and Mike Jackson, Mary Jane and Dave Kirkpatrick, 
Drs Sally and Pete Parsonson

RIVER ADVOCATE
Sally Bethea, Cadmus Environmental Design Build, Collective Insights, Victor 

Haydel, Kimberly-Clark Corporation, Nantahala Outdoor Center, Dave Shaffer, 
Smith Gambrell & Russell, 

Melody Wilder Wilson and David Wilson

DOWN THE HATCH
RIVER DEFENDER

The Erosion Company, The Metropolitan Club, The Orvis Company

RIVER ADVOCATE
The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation, SweetWater Brewing Company, 

755 Restaurant Corporation

RIVER CONSERVATOR
Colonial Pipeline, Nantahala Outdoor Center, Unicoi Outfitters

RIVER PATRON
Atlanta Fly Fishing Club

MEMBER CELEBRATION

PRESENTING SPONSOR – Prestwick Development, Riverview Landing

Members are at 
the heart and soul 
of Chattahoochee 

Riverkeeper’s 
mission.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

B

One More Generation accepts the River Guardian Award at CRK’s 25th Anniversary Patron Dinner 
and Celebration, presented by John A. Lanier, Executive Director, Ray C. Anderson Foundation, 
and joined by Juliet Cohen, Executive Director and Jason Ulseth, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper.
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If you prefer to receive RiverCHAT electronically, contact Christina York at 
cyork@chattahoochee.org.
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VALLEY RIVER RALLY 
SATURDAY, MAY 9 
West Point

River-lovers throughout the Middle 
Chattahoochee region are welcome at 
the fifth annual Valley River Rally for an 
easygoing paddle trip and party in the 
park.

CELEBRATE WITH CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER!
SPRING & SUMMER

Non-profit
Organization 
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Atlanta, Georgia

From volunteer cleanups to film festivals, there are plenty of ways to come together with the CRK 
community while supporting our work to sustain the Chattahoochee River.

SWEEP THE HOOCH 
SATURDAY, APRIL 4 
Chattahoochee Watershed

Back for the 10th year, CRK’s annual multi-
site volunteer trash cleanup is a chance for 
everyone who depends on the Chattahoochee 
to tackle pollution in the river by walking, 
wading or paddling. 	 Register today at 
sweepthehooch.org.

WATCH FOR WATER
SUNDAY, MARCH 8
Westside Cultural Arts Center

Who knew bell-bottoms could be good 
for the river? Featuring a 70’s-themed 
costume contest and showing of the 
iconic film “Shampoo,” Watch for 
Water will be a glamorous kick-off to 
AVEDA Earth Month 2020. 

WILD & SCENIC 
FILM FESTIVAL 
SATURDAY, MAY 16
Brenau University

The Wild & Scenic Film Festival inspires 
environmental activism and a love for 
nature through film. Hosted each year 
at Brenau University in Gainesville, 
Ga., attendees will enjoy more than a 
dozen films about nature, conservation, 
wildlife, climate change and other 
topics related to our planet’s health. 

Learn more about CRK's upcoming events at chattahoochee.org/events.


