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n industrial accident in the summer

of 2022 underscored the importance

of timely and complete responses
to spills in minimizing further impacts on
the surrounding environment. On July 29,
three Norfolk Southern rail cars overturned
and dumped their loads of soybeans into
the headwaters of Flat Creek in Gainesville,
Georgia. The spill was originally restricted to
the site of the accident, but piles of soybeans
remained uncontained on site for more than
a week until storms swept them at least two
miles downstream toward Lake Lanier.
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Chattahoochee Riverkeeper was notified
of this incident by a hotline call reporting
soybeans piling up in areas of Flat Creek.
Soybeans are an unusual source of water
quality problems, but bacteria consumed the
beans like any other form of organic matter
and the resulting decomposition used up the
stream’s limited supply of dissolved oxygen
(DO). Without adequate DO, fish and
macroinvertebrate life are unable to survive.
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A publication of Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (CRK)
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Upon investigation, CRK staff measured DO
levels of under 1 mg/L in upper Flat Creek,
far below the state standard of 5 mg/L. The
low level of DO was measured throughout
3.5 miles of the stream and in some areas
remained low for more than a month.
The decomposing soybeans also released
nitrogen and phosphorus into Flat Creek,
which already suffers from excess nutrient
inputs from many other industrial and
municipal sources.

Approximately 100 dead mosquito fish and
bluegill were observed in the mile below the
spill, but the actual toll was likely much higher
because piles of soybeansand turbid water hid
all but the fish floating on the surface. CRK
immediately called the Wildlife Resources
Department and the Georgia Environmental
Protection Division's Emergency Response

ISCARE:
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team, kicking off a two-month cleanup effort
by Norfolk Southern and their contractors,
Marion Environmental, Inc.

These efforts included pumping the saturated
soybeans out of the stream into de-watering
boxes, hauling away more than 440 tons of
solids, and placing aerators along the stream
temporarily to alleviate low DO levels.

While DO levels have returned to normal, the
Georgia EPD and Norfolk Southern continue
to negotiate a consent order that will reflect
the damage caused by the spill. Preventing
high levels of nutrients flowing to Lake Lanier
is a major focus of CRK’s efforts.

If you observe a water quality problem in the
watershed, please report it as soon as possible
through our website or by calling our offices.

On July 29, three Norfolk Southern rail cars overturned and dumped their
loads of soybeans into the headwaters of Flat Creek in Gainesville, Georgia.
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\ Workers pump

= saturated soybeans
out of the stream.

Thank you for supporting our efforts to protect and preserve the Chattahoochee River.
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Our mission is to advocate and secure
the protection and stewardship of the
Chattahoochee River, its lakes, tributaries
and watershed.

ATLANTA OFFICE: Puritan Mill, 916 Joseph
Lowery Blvd. Atlanta, GA 30318 |
404-352-9828

GAINESVILLE OFFICE: 104 Washington
Street, S.E. GAINESVILLE, GA 30501 |
678-696-8866

LAGRANGE OFFICE: 35 Lafayette Square,
Lagrange, GA 30240 | 706-882-3701

WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG
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REFLECTIONS: A SALUTE TO OUR

on-profit organizations come in
many forms and tackle a variety
of missions, from animal rescue
to social services to environmental
protection. Some may be a
person operation and others may have
hundreds of staff. But one thing that all
these operations have in common is that
they cannot accomplish their missions
without the help of devoted community
volunteers. Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
is no exception.
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I remember back in 2010 when I was
trying to get a new bacteria-monitoring
program off the ground. There were
dozens of polluted streams flowing
through local neighborhoods and parks,
and we did not have the water quality
data that we needed to track the pollution
sources. We had a lab, but not enough
staff to routinely collect the needed
samples. The solution - volunteers! That
marked the birth of the Neighborhood
Water Watch (NWW) program, which
has since engaged an army of volunteers
to collect and deliver more than 45,000

¥

Rain or shine, Mrs. Wallace was
devoted to collecting her samples
to protect the creek and community
where she lived her entire life.

samples to our laboratory.
This data has been used to
track and stop more than
130 sources of pollution to
these communities.

One of our most dedicated
volunteers has been Mrs.
Juanita  Wallace, who
for nearly a decade collected weekly
samples from locations along Proctor
Creek in Northwest Atlanta. Rain or
shine, Mrs. Wallace was devoted to
collecting her samples to protect the
creek and community where she lived
her entire life.

We were all heartbroken when we
learned of her passing several months
ago. We will miss Mrs. Wallace’s smile as
she dropped off her samples and shared
a report on how the creek looked that
day. Like all of our devoted volunteers,
she was a true community advocate, and
we are deeply appreciative of her efforts.
We absolutely could not do the work
that we do without our volunteers, and
because of Mrs. Wallace and the rest of
our volunteer army, the Chattahoochee
is now cleaner than it has been in a very

long time.
) Wsern—
JASON ULSETH, RIVERKEEPER

FACES OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE:

LIANA CHAPMAN

“Like many others, I began volunteering at
CRK during the pandemic. It allowed me
to be outdoors and provide a service that
would impact millions of people. I was
immediately hooked after my first cleanup
at Tanyard Creek Park in September
2021. To see the transformation of all the
trash and debris removed is joyful and
disheartening at the same time. And it only
takes a few hours to see such a large impact.
I will continue to do my part, every chance
I can, and hopefully bring a few friends
along with me”

Since 2021, Liana Chapman has
volunteered at 13 cleanup events.

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER




Monitoring Nutrient Pollution in Lake Lanier

Every year between April and October, CRK monitors the algae levels in Lake Lanier,
the consequence of excess nitrogen and phosphorous pollution to the lake. Our 2022
results reveal continued violations of water quality standards at all five sites for which
standards exist. Sources of nutrient pollution to the lake include fertilizer runoff,
failing septic systems, and treated wastewater. CRK remains active in advocating for
- lower nutrient inflows through the Lake Lanier Stakeholders group, via the regulatory
- permitting process, and working with government agencies and community partners.

Sewage Spill on Tanyard
Creek Solved

While conducting field investigations in upper
sections of Tanyard Creek, CRK identified
a sewer spill pouring from a manhole and
stormwater pipe. The source was identified as a
privately maintained sewage lift station, which
has caused spills and fish kills on at least two
other occasions. Neighborhood Water Watch
data, on-the-ground inspections, and real-time
read-outs from our CASSI meter have been
integral in identifying this ongoing issue. We
notified the City of Atlanta, and the sewage
flow has now stopped. The City and CRK are
maintaining regular contact as we work to

resolve the issue permanently. CRK installed two “boom-style” trash traps in the City
of Decatur. Thanks to a recent grant from the City, CRK
was able to purchase two Watergoat traps and install
them in tributaries of South Fork Peachtree Creek.
So far, the traps have removed a few dozen pounds of
litter, though their performance will continue to be
monitored in the coming months. CRK now operates
14 trash traps in the Chattahoochee watershed, which
collectively removed 3,300 Ibs. of litter in 2022.
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Two Trash Traps Debut in Decatur

Continues to Appeal

c@% Columbus Water Works

When heavy rains hit Columbus, the combined
sewer system discharges stormwater and
sewage from approximately 12 pipes into the
Chattahoochee River near the highly recreated
whitewater course. In 2018, the Georgia EPD
proposed new permit limits to protect water
quality. After much review and comment,
the permit was issued in 2020, but then
Columbus Water Works (CWW) challenged
the permit and CRK intervened alongside
EPD. An administrative law judge upheld the
permit; so did a superior court judge. Now,
on appeal again before the Georgia Court of
Appeals, we are waiting for the Court to issue a
briefing schedule after which there may be oral
arguments and a decision.

In June 2022, CRK received a report of an unpermitt-ed .
sewage discharge into an unnamed tributary of Oseligee
Creek just above its confluence with the Chattahoochee
River. CRK’s trackers confirmed the spill with tests and
site investigations then promptly notified West Point

Columbus Water Works
South Commons
Water Resource Facility

Public Works. A response team was deployed to resolve

Permit Number: GA0036838
Outfall Number: 006 -
EPD Phone: 1-800-241-4100

’ owner Phone: 706-649-3

the issue. CRK continues to monitor water quality in the
creek to ensure public and aquatic health is protected.
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For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.
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Keeping watch over our waters since 1994

2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS by the NUMBERS

WATER MONITORING
6 716 Neighborhood Water

19 Spills found and

Watch samples collected and tested stopped by NWW ' -

< N\INW 405 Hotline 133 Nutrient samples S
vo;nteers calls and sites tested from lakes Lanier 208

¥=4 and partners investigated and West Point

e

NWW SITES
TESTED
WEEKLY

m‘w TR

35 Permit comment
letters and testimonials

before government agencies 96 Industrial sites

to maintain and advance investigated for compliance
environmental laws with stormwater rules

5 CASSI devices 2 PFAS samples 82 BacteriALERT

collecting real time  tested in national samples from the
water quality data WKA study CRNRA tested @

M A TRASH-FREE “wfl EDUCATION
¢ CHATTAHOOCHEE Vo . 9

| 45 Volunteer 6 TONS

cleanup events RECYCLED

2,335 Volunteers 14 Instream

trash traps in

operation
5 5 Tons of trash removed P

OUTREACH 201&

‘ 4,017 Students and teachers s =

on board the floating classrooms

242 Participants of the

1,581 New members CAN(C))IIE\IA'\IEE RKICIYE?KERS Becca Sue Klein All Kids Fish
46 375 125 21 Interns trained
Industrial
Community
events and RA|N BARRELS :53:::;8 96 WATER
festivals DISTRIBUTED WARRIORS
ENGAGED
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS

FOR HELPING US KEEP WATCH OVER OUR WATERS! Donors July through December 2022

RIVER HERO
(20,000 AND UP)

Anonymous
Arthur M. Blank
Family Foundation
The Charter Foundation
City of Atlanta Department of
Watershed Management
Cox Enterprises
Ellis Communications /
Bert Ellis
Google
J.M. Huber Corporation
Mary Jane and
Dave Kirkpatrick
Norfolk Southern Foundation
Laura and Rutherford Seydel
The James M. Cox
Foundation
The Sapelo Foundation
Turner Foundation
Wilson Family Foundation

RIVER BENEFACTOR
(810,000 - $19,999)

Anonymous

Bank of America

Kitty and Glenn Bosio

Amy and Kenton Brown

Callaway Foundation

City of Decatur

Missy and Clay Courts

Georgia-Pacific Foundation

Abby and Gerard Gunthert

Homestead Foundation

JST Foundation

Sally and Pete Parsonson

Reduce

Patti and Don Ross

Stockel Family Foundation

The Coca-Cola Company

The Orvis Company

Wells Fargo

Yamaha Motor
Manufacturing
Corporation of America

RIVER DEFENDER
($5,000-$9,999)

Capital Investment Advisors
City of Gainesville

Collective Insights Consulting
Coweta-Fayette EMC

Cheri and Michael English
Forsyth County

George Brown Trust
Gwinnett County

Elizabeth and Sheffield Hale
Margaret Harris

Victor Haydel /

755 Restaurant Group
Natalie and Doug Herndon
Becky and John Jinks
llene and Ken Kreafle
LaGrange Grocery Company
Gale and Steve McKibbon
Merrill Private Wealth

Management, STG
NewFields
Porsche Cars
Eleanor and Tom Ratchford
The Nancy P. and Richard

K. Robbins Family

Foundation

Sartain Lanier Family
Foundation

Christine Schroeder

The S.T. and Margaret D.
Harris Foundation

Troup County Board
of Education

Lindsay Wallace

Waterkeeper Alliance

RIVER ADVOCATE
($2,500-$4,999)

Anonymous

Atlanta United FC

Beverly and John Baker

Beauty Basics

John and Teresa Beech

Chandra and Doug Brown

Cahaba Riverkeeper

Gail and David Chester

City of LaGrange

Lori and Ken Cohen

Cousins Properties

Molly Fuller

Caroline and Mark Greatrex

Carolyn and Billy Hall

Marcia and
Richard Jacobson

Colleen Langner

Perley McBride

Mincey Marble
Manufacturing

National Mortgage
Insurance Corporation

Newnan Utilities Foundation

Andrea and John Pruitt Il

Dave Shaffer

Smith, Gambrell &
Russell, LLP

Thrive Outside

Donna Toledo

Kristin Watkins

Melody Wilder Wilson
and David Wilson

Mary and Charlie Yates
Family Fund

RIVER
CONSERVATOR
($1,000-$2,499)

Accenture

Kim and Jeff Adams

Affordable Veterinary
Services

Anonymous

Katlyn and Forrest Bell

The Benevity Community
Impact Fund

Sally Bethea

Booz Allen Hamilton

Clea and Marcus Calloway

Carol and Kenneth Campbell

Carroll EMC Foundation

ChannelWorks, LLC

Sidney and Don Childress

City of Newnan

Christine Tryba-Cofrin and
David Cofrin

Marjorie Cohen

Jaclyn and Michael Connell

Lauren Core

Walter Craig Jr.

Rebecca and Kevin Cranford

Grace and John Davidson

WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG

Denise Donahue and
Simone du Boise / Cadmus
Environmental Design-Build

Douglasville - Douglas
County WSA

Lora and Geoffrey Fishman

Ford & Harrison LLP

The George S. and Edna L.
Cobb Foundation

Georgia Aquarium

Elizabeth and Ken Hixson

Richard Horder

Ryan Kennedy

Cameron Kolar

Mary Anne and Jaime Lanier

Paul Malaspina

Donna and Bill Malloy

Betty Obenshain and
Brad Marsh

Katie and Geoff Melkonian

MolsonCoors

Jackie and Tony Montag

Katharine and
Andrew Montgomery

Melvin Moore

Trudy Murphy

Beth and Dan Newton

Joe Nolan

Marie and Steve Nygren

Thomas Owen

Page Southerland Page

Nina Petkas and
Stefan Tigges

Andrew Philippo

Elizabeth and
William Pickren

Kirsten and PJ Protos

Brandy and Jacob Riherd

Antonio Robinson

Ruby Collins

Sylvia and Ron San Martin

Robert Sanders

Deborah and
Gregory Schwarz

Series At Riverview Landing

Savannah and
John R. Seydel

Neal and Tejal Shah

Chris Smith

Todd Snell

Snellings Walters
Insurance Agency

Beth St. Jean

Stanley Family Foundation

Starbucks Foundation

Cameron Ives and
David Stockert

Liz and Andy Thompson

Julie and Louis Todd

Alan Toney*

Paul Williams

Ruth Woodling

Katherine and Chuck Young

RIVER PATRON
($500-$999)

Sara Zeigler and Phil Amon

Graham Anthony

Dave Bailey

Ann and Ted Beason

Jeri Breiner

Ruth Brooks

Dawn Bye

Clayton Distributing
Company

Jason Cohen
Golda and John Cohen
Imani Coleman
Coweta County Water and
Sewerage Authority
Susan and Ron Determann
James DeVries
Keith Donovan
Sandi and David Dunbar
Dunwoody Garden Club
EarthShare Georgia
Mary Anne and
Brian Ericson™
Audra and Daniel Esrey
Kristine Faulkner
Friends of Gainesville
Parks and Greenways
Alva Maria Edmondson
and Lytt |. Gardner
Louise Geddes
Georgia Interfaith Power
& Light
Tamra and Steve Glenn
Joan and Bill Goodhew Il
Selma Gore
Catherine Hayes
Alex Hinerfeld
Cathy and Phillip Hodges
Interface
Tracey and Bob Johnson
Johnson Ohana Charitable
Foundation
Douglas Kallman
Susan and Max Ker-Seymer
Mary Kilgo
Kimberly Clark Corporation
Annie Godfrey and
John Kittle, Jr.
John Kosar
Dan Krawczyk
Kresge Foundation
Lanier Federal Credit Union
Michelle Liebergersell
Little Otter Skincare
Meredith and Daniel Locke
Harris Lowe
Roxani Eleni Margariti
Tony Martin
Kevin McCauley
Gretchen McClain
Elizabeth Meloy
Donna Mincey
Jeff Mokotoff
Amber Oliver
Maureen and
Thomas O'Shea
Amanda and Doug Penn
Keith Pepper
Mary Jane and John Piazza
Katherine and James Porges
Kent and Jamie Pryor
Gregory Puckett*
Kalley and Paul Range
Patrick Ray
Clare and Norm Richie
Robert and Maryellen
Kraus Charitable Fund
Susanne Keough and
Sydney Roberts
Steve Romeyn
Stan Samuels
Nancy and John Sanker
Tony Scavo
Kimberly Bowman-Scott
and Brad Scott

Samantha Sick

Jeannie and Charles Smith

Smyrna's Finest Car Wash
and Detail
Catherine Woodling
and Evan Strange
Tanteo Spirits
The Temple Hebrew

Benevolent Congregation

Mary and Trey Turner
Didier Viala
Kris Waters

FRIEND OF THE
RIVER ($250-$499)

ACTS Retirement Life
Communities
Barbara Alfano
Trey Almond
AmazonSmile Foundation
Carolyn Appen
Claire Arnold
Carol and Woody Bartlett
Meg Bear
Summer Beehan
William Bell*
Kelly Benton
Penelope and
Ronnie Bernath
Courtney Braswell
Staci Brill
Collins Brown
Fran Burst-Terranella
Jeremy Bye
Josh Cary
Erin and John Clarke*
Dave Conti
Cool River
Tubing Company
CORE Benefit Solutions
Betty and Sean Coy
Jane Alice Craig
Mary Lou Dabbs
Sherri Daye Scott

Meredith and John Devine

Stephanie and
Robert Earley

Callie Ellis

Jessica Sterling and
Ben Emanuel

Fidelity Charitable
Gift Fund

Pat and Sidney Gay

Jennifer Greene

Mary Catherine Hall

Susan and Steven Hauser

Cameron Hawkins*

Hillside Montessori School

Joan and Bill Hoffman

Carla Huang

Sam Hudson

Mike Jackson

Tom Johnson

Lionel Johnson

Audrie Kelton

James Kieffer

Diane and
Gene Korzeniewski

LaGrange Homeschool
Co-Op

John A. Lanier

Michael Lartey

Antionesha Lee

Susan Loewenberg

Bill Lynch

Elise and Dan Maclntyre

Eloise Holland and
Melissa McClure
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Ashley McElreath

Sam McEwen

Mellow Mushroom
Gainesville

Phyllis Miller

Dakota Mogle

Janna and Jack Morgan

Brett O'Brien

Marcia Knight and
Donald Orr

Jignesh Patel

Beth Kosman and
Martin Pearson®

Vicki Pheil

Tim Phillips

Helen Phillips

Jan Pierce

Megan and Ryan Rogers

Karen and Clay Rolader

Brian Ruppert

Polly Sattler

Reid Scoftt

Martha and
Conner Seabrook

Kara Shaw

Southern Singletrack
Trail Series

Scott St. Clair

St. Thomas
Episcopal Church

Amanda and Nate Stibbs

Esther and Jim Stokes

Ruth Sutton

Emily Thomas

Tim Trefzer

Lea Volpe

Peter Wellman

Norah and Colin White

John Whittemore

Katherine Williams

Woodruff & Howe
Environmental Engineering
Deborah Xavier-Mis
Virginia and Al Zachry
RIVER SUPPORTER
($101-$249)

Tracy Adams

Lea Agnew

Jan Albitz

John Ames

Frank Banks
Gwen Bergen
Janet Blackmon
John Blair
Lisa Borowsky
Gerrilyn Brill
Kelly Brock
Christine and Keith Bruno
Annelies Carl*
Cheryl and Jesse Carson
Drew Carter
Christopher Cassell
Stephanie Van Parys

and Rob Cleveland*
Richard Cohen
Sean Cox
Sachiko and Stuart Cox
Caroline and Tom Crittenden
Benjamin Dahl
Linda Damiani*
Felicia Davis
Brock Davis
Mary and Andrew Dugenske
Ken Durand
Carleton Ealy
Kathleen and Dutch Earle
Terry Feng
Larry Fermin
David Fields
Linda Gavin
Donna and Jim Gawlas
Mary and Richard Gerakitis
Joye Girardot
Give Lively Foundation
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Mary and Frank Gordon
Jacqueline and

Gary Greenhood
Jennifer Griffith
Mark Hanson
Evans Harrell
Amanda Hoffman
Frank Holden
Margaret Holler
Bill Hollett
Tom Hooks
Donna Hooper
Anne and Rene Huberdeau
Renel and Bryan Jenkins*
Julius Jessup Peterson
Tracey and Edward Johnson
Carl Johnston
Colleen and Barry Jones
Suman Karamched
Christopher Kingsbury
Nancy Jo and Daniel Kirk
Linda Koenitzer
The Kroger

Company Foundation
Maria and Gary Ludi
Barbara and Art Mathis
Sandra and George Maule
Michael McBride
Gerald McGee
Rosemary Mcintire
Andrea and

Kevin Middlebrooks*
Jean and Bill Millkey
Charles Morehead
Rachel Murell
Ruth and Tony Narcisse
New York Life Insurance /

Hudson Financial Group
Steve Oppenheimer
Kommerina Daling

and John O'Sullivan
Eric Ottenberg™
Craig Pendergrast
Ricardo Perez
Diane and David Pitts
Rosie and Robert Popp
Jim Powell
Bonny Putney
Stephanie Ramsey
Jessica Reissig
Michael Revitsky
Kelli Carroll and David Ross
Sue Roy
Bob Ruby
Amanda Rugenski
Karen and Marshall Sanders
Alexandra Sawicki*
Mardi Schaufler
Bob Schmitt
Burke Searls
Nancy and Cyrus Sharp
John Shaw
Cheryl Shaw
Esther Shin*
Kristina and Leonard Sinclair
Elizabeth and

Mike Skrynecki
Mark Soll
Haden Spaeth
Joanne and Bob Steele
Kasey Sturm
Joyce Taaffe
Logan Terheggen™
Wolfgang Tiedtke
David Todd*
Dawn and Jason Ulseth
Ruth Underwood
United Way of

Greater Atlanta
University of Georgia
Dipak Vashi
Ganesh Venugopal
Kate Verner
Chris Voss
Michael Wallace
Melanie Search and

Jon Washburn

Wildwood Ouftfitters

Kelly Wilkinson

Matt Williams*

Susan Wilson

Dena Maguire Young
and David Young

David Zeigler

NEW AND RENEWING
DONORS (3100 AND LESS)

Diana and Richard Abrohams
Megan Achimasi
Douglas Adair
Judi Adkins
Gregg Adzema
Shelley Aistrup
Ina Allison and Jeff Hite
Tanine Allison*
Frederick Alston
Nithya Amaraneni
Katie and Scott Anderson
Marita Anderson
Nataly Arias McAlpin
Leeann Attanucci
Ethyl Ault
Christopher Babcock
Jo Ann Bachman
Brenda Bahel
James Bailey
Susannah Bales
Nolvia Barahona
Sandy and Lenny Barmak
Charise Barnes
Valerie and

Christopher Bennett
Jane and Robert Benson
Tim Berton
Sarah Besozzi
Jordana Better
Chandan Bhome
Jennifer Bierman
Amy Bigler
Wendy Binns
Nancy and Gary Bivins
Sylvia Black
Terri Blair
Lori Blank
Anne Blankinship
Raulie Bleech
Joseph C. Blessing
Thomas Blum
Sarah Boehmig
Jennifer Bondio
Sam Booher
Robin Boulter
Sondra and Patrick Bowie
William Bowles
Carol Boyd
Jonathan Braun
Amy Breedlove
Anne Brodie Hill
Sally Brooks
Jeff Brown
Ellie and Josh Brown
Archie Brown
Brandon Brown
Austin Brown
Jane Brown
Valera Brown
Steven Brunner
Thomas Buchanan
Amy Burns
Kirby Burt
Vaud Burton
Peggy Amend and

Bob Buschman
Amy Bush
James Byrd
Charles Byrd
Pat Calmes
Victoria Calvin
Dorthy and Bob Cammon
Grace Camp
Jacqueline Canterino
Wendy Cardell
Natalie Carlin*

Dennis Carman
Jillian Carr
Josh Carter
Roberta Casey
Armani Cato
Emily Chambers
Katherine Chapman
Mary Beth Chappell
Charitable Aid Foundation
Chicopee United
Methodist Church
Shelley Childers*
Gayle and Rudy Chimo
Arin Christensen
Citizens Charitable
Foundation
Debra and Rea Clark
Brandi Smith and
Harlyn Clement
Phillip Cobbs
Pam Coffey
Brandi Coggia
Janet and George Cohen
Peter Collins
Kimberly Collins
Patricia Collins
Edward Cook
Joe Cook
Roberta Cook
Steffi Cook
Katherine Coppedge
Bill Cox
Bruce Coyle
Kathleen Crawford
Mary Creech
Lisbelle Crespo
Audra Crowell
Fran Cullen
Lucas Curry
Tracy Dalton
Patti Danforth
Thomas Dannemann
Craig D'Arcy
Robert Darnell
Walter Davis*
Stephanie Davy-Jow
Cindy Deane
Dian and Michael Deimler
Maxine Denniston
Ashley Derrick
Nikhil Deshpande
Maria Dolan
Carlos and Jesus Dominguez
Teresa Dore
Jamie Downs
Anne Dries
Travis Dudley
David Durbin
Stefanie Dye and
Mark Schurmann
Isaac Dye
Francine Dykes and
Richard Delay
Elizabeth and William Eager
Juliet Eden
Janice Edens
Cathy Eilert
Elsayed Elbaz
Jennifer Emerson
Annamarie Eustice
Will Evans
Rhiannon Ewalt
Elizabeth and Mathew Fallon
Virginia Ferrell
Arlynn Filomeno-Suarez
Margie Fischer
Susan Fletcher
Denise and William Flook
Jake Flores
Nancy and Lew Forbes
Susan and Patrick Foster
Margret Foster
Arthur France
Linda and Frank Frederick
Tracey and Gary Gaines
Nira Gale
Tracey Ganesh

Alice and Bob Gartley
David Gell
Anne Gentry
Adam Gibbs
Tom Gibson
Glen Gilbert
Matt Gilbert
Samuel Gilstrap
Kristin Giordano
Judy and John Girardeau
Naiomi Giron Negron
Samantha Gistren
Giving Foundation
Gia Glaze
Bernard Goldstein
Bobby Goldstein
Lane Goodwin
Jody and Yaacov Gothard
Chuck Gray
Debra Gray
Velda Graydon
Marty Grier
Margo and David Griffin
Michael Hagearty
Cynthia Hale
Mike Halloran
Helen and Wolf Halton
Kevin Hamak
Glenda Hamilton
Willie Handlee
Kathleen and Barry Hanna
Scoft Hansard
Shandrea Hardeman
Grant Harrell
Helen Hart
Libby and Jason Hartley
Maronda Hastie
Carol Hayes*
Evelyn and Donald Hayes
Judy Meyer and
Gene Helfman
Michael Hellerstein*
Tammy and Curt Helling
Helen Helwig
Jane Hemmer
Nayeli Herrera
Jeff Higgins
Lesley High*
John Hitchins
Wendy Hogg
Kate Holland-Cross
Michael Honnold
Franklin Hope
Shae Hoschek
Charles Hoskins*
Joan and Carson Hostetter
Robert Houman
Brad Houska
Ralph W. Howard
Jeff Huang
Wenlin Huang
Lindsay and Michael Hudgins
Connie and David Huelsbeck
Susan Hughes
Winnie Hulme
Renee and Peter Immel
Jennie Inglis
Garrick Isert
Gaby Ivie
Chloe Rhea Beauford
and David Iwaniec
Alicia and Hal Jacobs*
Moshe Jacobson*
Theresa James
Kimberly James*
Peter James*
Ann and Joseph Jennings
Ginny Johansmeier
Leon Johnson
Stephen Johnson
Cheryl Johnson
Alec Joncas
Cheri Jones
Alexander Jordan
Carl Jordan
Sharon Kane
Michael Kaplan

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER



Adele Stewart
Angie and Jerry Stober

Mary Ann Keck
Lisa and Troy Keller

Mary OId
Julie Owens

In honor of Gary Champagne
Alice and Dennis Champagne

GIFTS IN-KIND

Affairs To Remember

. . * .
Patrick Kelly Jenn.lfer and Howard Page Cheri Stone In honor of Alpharetta Outfitters
Ava Kelly Stacie Parker Dee Stone .
: Joseph C. Chancey American Axes
Alan Kendall Dey and Pick Parks Robert Stout Sarah Callah Anakeesta
Robert Kennedy David Parks Stephen Strang aran L.aflahan .
. - . Appalachian Ouffitters
Tiffany Keoprasert Patagonia Jean Stroman In honor of Kevin Cherry -
. ASW Distillery
Matthew Kesselman William Pate Amber Strong Deborah Brock
o Atlanta Hawks
Jack Killorin Steven Patterson Allan Stubna . | .
Todd Kin Marissa Patton Sherry Summerour In honor of Juliet Cohen Adlanta United
9 4 Patricia and Donald Lehman Atlanta Journal Constitution

Kathryn King Suzanne Pauley Karen and Stephen Taylor

: . Atlanta Shak
Matthew Peace Richard K. Robbins anta Shakespeare

Harriet and Kip Kirkpatrick Georgia Taylor

" | / Company
Wendy Kirkpatrick Kate Pfeiffer Kelly Teem In honor of William Dowdell Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
William Kitchens Valerie Pflug Heather Teilhet John Dowdell Bear Creek Cabins
Sabrina and Hank Klausman Clarence Phillips Kate Tettamant -
Kimberly Klopfenstein S. D. Phraner P Kyndall Thiessen In hono.r ‘Of Greenspeed gglscs]n'\vc‘::néuz::x"guggrzs
Joy Kramer Karen and Joel Piassick Carl Thomas Paul Williams Canoe Restaurant
Art Kunberger Walter Pickell Angie Thomas In memory of Chase Hall Cartecay Vineyards
Heather Lacey Dita Pickering Walker Thomas Claire Hankin CeNita Winery

Ken Porterfield
Janet Powell

Cindy and Chris Thompson
Paula Thurman

Jeffrey Lamm

Chicopee Woods Golf Course
Betsy Lancaster

In honor of Ellen Fenoglio Cox Enterprises

and Phil Hennessee

Landers Family Connie Propes Celeste Tibbets - Dad's Garage Theater
Brian Leach January Pugh Timothy Tkachuk Emily Hennessee Dear Elouise Fine Paper
Ramon Ledesma Laura Pugsley Marcia Tourtellott In honor of Beth Hetland, Eagles Nest Ouftfitters
Melanie Lerner Rob Pyecha Kelly Towe Olivia Harrell, and encyclomedia

Devin Letzer Chad Pyles Liam Trantham Rachel Harrell Fernbank Museum of

Michael Levine
Wayman Lewis

Kelli Lewis

Wayne Liang

Annie Lin

Wei Lin

Jennifer Lindsey
Patsy Little

Madison Lohwasser
Jeanette Lopez
Wanda and Bill Lowe
Barbara Lynn

Robin Lyon

Wendy Maguire
Cecilia and Bill Maher
Dan Marcec

Yenny Marrero
Lauren Marsh
Sharon Marshall
Corrine Martinez
Carl Mason

Jason Mattox
Cannon Mauldin
Wendee and Ben Maxwell
Bill Maxwell
Suzannah Mayo
Kaitlin McBride
Holland McCue
Kevin Mcelwee

Jayalakshmi Raman
Arvind Raman
Tori Ramsey
Charles Rann
Marcia Postal-Ranney and
Tim Ranney
Jennifer Ready
Julie Reck
Steven Redmond*
Roberta and Chip Reed IlI
Sonrisa Reed
Kermit Rehm
Laura Reinstetle
Emily Rembert
Louise Horney and
Steve Richard
Corinna Richards*
Rod Ristow
Margaret Robbins
Nancy and Mike Roberts
Andrew Rodriquez
James Rogers
Paul Rosenzweig*
Haley Rounsifer
Sydney Rubin*
James Russell
Sue Binder and Jeff Sacks
Aisha Saeed

Moira Salazar

Antonia Treverton

Steven Trickey

Vicki and Walter Tschinkel
William Turk

David Turrentine

Union County Extension
Mariana Vadillo

Lynn Boyd and Harry Vann
Linda Veal

Melanie and Keith Vickers
Villa Family

Michelle Vincent
Anbarasan Vincent
Megan Wade

Jim Walker

Sunny Waller

Tim Walsh

Lynn Ward

Cindy Weber

Dan Weddermann

Pam and David Weeks
Stacey and Jason Weldon
Faye and David Westfall
John Wetzel

Timothy White

Zane White

Zachary White

Lisa Whitlow

Nicole Wien

Christine Harrell

In honor of Henry Jacobs
Ric Smith

In honor of Duchess
and Jay Jay
Ema Smithson

In honor of Mary Jane and
Dave Kirkpatrick Family
John Shewmaker

In honor of Kenneth Kreafle
Allison Rickerson

In honor of Elizabeth Meloy
Scott Patman

In honor of Amy Potter
Jessica Campbell

In honor of
J. Dudley Ottley, Sr.
Catherine and Dudley Ottley

In memory of Dylan Reid
Mary Helen Hunt
Charlotte Reid

In honor of Margaret Reneke
Ellen Reneke

Natural History
Flint Riverkeeper
Fred Astair Dance Studio
Free Spirit Aesthetics
Friends of State Parks
Cathy H. Fussell
Georgia Aquarium
Georgia Audubon
Giving Tree Yoga & Wellness
Great Wolf Lodge
Gunshow
Gwinnet Stripers
High Museum of Art
Historic Oakland Foundation
Henry Jacobs
Johnny's NY Style Pizza
Elizabeth Knight
Mary Anne Lanier
Lanier Legacy Golf
Len Foote Hike Inn
Live Nation
Maker's Mark
Randy McDow Photography
Nantahala Outdoor Center
The Omni Hotel at

CNN Center

The Orvis Company

Orvis (Alpharetta)
Orvis (Buckhead)

In honor of Susanne Keough
and Sydney Roberts
Larimore Roberts

Patagonia Atlanta

Pebble Tossers

Reformation Brewery

REI (Perimeter)

Republic Services

Reynolds Lake Oconee
Rock City

sCAMPer Van

Serenbe Development Corp
Six Flags Over Georgia

Kimberly Wilber
Lindsey Wilkinson
Trip Williams

Robert Williamson
Campbell Williamson
Cindy Wilsky*

Rick Wilson

Robert Wilson
Brandon Winn

Rein and Jane Saral
Sabine and Brian Savoie
Javier Sayago

Cathy Schaffer

Susette Schellin

Kelly Schnellinger

Paul Schramm

Julie Schrodt

Jeanne Schultz

Lynn Mclntyre

Valerie McMullian

Stuart Meddin

Hector E Melendez Reyes
Ashley Mercer

Alfred Merrill

Leslie Merriman

Robin Merriman

JoAnn and Ken Meyer

In honor of Marcus
Rubenstein

Catherine Pendleton and
Robert Fritz

In honor of John Seewoester

Meredith McCain

Moyfa Michaeli Susan Lunn and Kurt Nancy Conley and In honor of the Seydels Smith, Gambrell &
Gloria Keegan and Schurenberg Robert Wlodarczyk Susan Cofer Russell, LLP

Dean Michels Tabitha Schwartz Kendra and Paul Wolpe Soque River
Kayla Miller Paul Sconyers Sean Wood In memory of Blooma Watershed Association
Tonya Miller Emily Severtson Tammy Wright Slaughter The Third Door
Julie Miller Casey Sharp™* Kathy and Jim Young Chad Granoff Total Wine & More
Kaye and Greg Minchew Tammy Shiflett Christine Maiello Tuckaseegee Fly Shop
Dawn Minecci Tom Shillock IN HONOR OF/ In memory of James E. Smith Unicoi Ouffitters
William Montes Jim Shimkus MEMORIALS Gita Smith United Distributors
Bradley Moore* Michael Shoemaker Urban Tree Cider
Jim Moulton Amy Sibley j’;[’;oan'l;;i;}leal Andelman In honor of Ted Turner Van Michael Sclo)rl1
David Mitchell Muehring Stefanie Simons Mandy and Knox Culpepper (Buckhead)
Claudia Murvartian-Rhim Betty and Paul Smith In honor of Tammy Bates In honor of Sid WABE
Emily Myers Kerry Smith Catherine and John Spillman ¢ ndan Hebbale White Oak Pastures
Gail and John Neeld Suzanne Smith In honor of Jay Beech . ) Tom Wilson
Beth Neely Garrett Smith GeoSyntec Consultants The.R:pple Effect monthly Zoo Atlanta
Daniel Niederjohn Lauren Soleil sustainers
Nancy Nix Chelsea Sommers :-" ’Fe"\;‘c;r_)’ Ef Ricl;(?egovrs
Marie Nolan Mark Soss eslie Weinberg, Kimberly o
Beth and Roger Nott Arthur Spalding* and Bryan Zimmerman CRKRECEIVES 100% BOARD AND EMPLOYEE GIVING
Naing Nuth Peebles Squire In honor of Jeanette and To become a member,
Brandi Obrien Ty Steele Greg Brooks visit chattahoochee.org/become-a-member.
Ann and Scott Offen Paul Steeley Heather Kopanoff
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SAVE THE DATE
FOR THIS YEAR’S MAJOR EVENTS

SUPPORT
AHEALTHY
CHATTAHOOCHEE

RIVER g | QD5 | SWEEP THEHOOCH

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper MARCH 25

is the only nonprofit .
oo dedis] 50+ cleanup sites throughout

entirely to protecting and B il i 3 the Chattahoochee watershed
preserving the Chattahoochee |
River for all the people and
wildlife that depend on it.
Through a variety of highly
effective programs like those
shared in this edition of
RiverCHAT, CRK and its
members have had a positive
impact on the Chattahoochee
watershed since its founding
in 1994.

You can help fund these and
more initiatives to sustain a
healthy river for years
to come by making a

donation today. °

- e L >

[=]sriy[m] = WATERFEST

I'T'I':lf -.E! é / 7 APRIL 22

- _" : ; PES GAINESVILLE
o LEL S

Visit

https://chattahoochee.org/donate/
or text CRK to 41444 to donate.

29TH ANNUAL
PATRON
CELEBRATION

SEPTEMBER 22
ATLANTA

LET’S GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER.

More than five million people rely on the Chattahoochee River and it’s our hope that
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s membership reflects the diversity of the communities we serve.
You can help us understand our members better by completing this five-minute anonymous
survey. You’ll also have the opportunity to provide feedback on our work and this newsletter.

SCAN FOR SURVEY

Visit https://chattahoochee.org/feedback-survey/ or text CRKDEI to 41444 to learn more.
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GEORGIA ROCKCRESS:
A RARE FLOWER WORTH
PROTECTING

eorgia rockcress (Arabis georgiana) is a rare and endangered
flowering plant in the cabbage family that is native to the

southeast United States. It can only be found in Alabama and
Georgia, where it grows on rocky cliffs and slopes in floodplains. This
herbaceous plant grows to approximately eight inches tall and has
small white or pinkish flowers that bloom in the spring. It is often
found growing in dense clusters, with small oval-shaped leaves and a
woody stem.

With less than 25 isolated populations documented, this species
is at risk of extinction due to habitat destruction, erosion, and the
encroachment of non-native plants. For this reason, the Georgia
rockeress is listed as critically endangered and is protected under the
Endangered Species Act, and efforts are being made to conserve and
protect this rare plant. CRK staff had the opportunity to assist with the
conservation efforts at an undisclosed location, helping the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service remove invasive species within its habitat.

"Georgia rockcress is only known to occur in rare habitats, like along
the bluffs of the Chattahoochee River, in Alabama and Georgia,” says
Michele Elmore of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. “Therefore, the
species and the habitats where it occurs represent unique aspects of
our natural heritage. Long-term conservation (habitat protection
and management) is important to ensure this species and its habitat
continue to contribute to the diversity of our ecosystems."

Georgia rockeress is an important part of the ecosystem along the
Chattahoochee River, and its conservation is essential for the health
and wellbeing of the region. By protecting this species and its habitat,
we can help to ensure that it remains a part of the region's natural
heritage for future generations.

"Georgia rockcress is only known to occur in rare
habitats, like along the bluffs of the Chattahoochee
River, in Alabama and Georgia,” says Michele Elmore

of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG

FAUNA FEATURE:
TWO-LINED SALAMANDERS
BRIDGE WATER AND LAND

‘ Kennesaw
- State University
researchers
~ capture and
@ tag iyvenile

| two-lined
f salamanders
to study their
life histories
~ in South Fork

 Peachtree Creek
in Atlanta.

and you might get lucky to find a two-lined salamander

(Eurycea cirrigera). Named for their coloring, two-
lined salamanders have a yellowish band bordered by two dark
brown stripes on their backs. Sometimes mistaken for lizards,
salamanders are amphibians and spend part of their lives in the
water and on land. The larvae, or babies, have gills and are fully
aquatic, living for one-to-three years in the stream under large
rocks and in piles of decomposing leaves. As adults, they lose
their gills and travel out of the stream, where they spend their
lives in wooded forests in burrows. Once a year in late winter, the
females return to the stream to lay their eggs.

T urn over arockinan urban creek in the Georgia Piedmont

While there are dozens of salamander species in Georgia, two-
lined salamanders are by far the most common in the rocky, urban
creeks of metro Atlanta. Still, climate change and development
may put the species at risk. Researchers at Kennesaw State
University are studying the impact of urbanization on the life
histories of two-lined salamanders in South Fork Peachtree
Creek in Atlanta.

“Salamanders are an important
ecological link between life in
the stream and life on land. If we
want to protect salamanders in
urban areas, we need to protect
water quality, stream habitat,
and the forested areas around
streams,” says Leah Rittenburg,
a Kennesaw State University
graduate student working on the
project. The ecology of these and
other amazing stream creatures
is a great reminder that a
metropolitan region like Atlanta,
home to millions of people, can
still be home to incredible and
important biodiversity - if we
take care of the forests, streams,
and rivers that we share.

Photos by Leah Rittenburg
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CELEBRATING 20,000 MORE

WATER STEWARDS

hattahoochee Riverkeeper celebrated
‘ the 20,000th visitor on the West

Point Lake Floating Classroom
(WPLEC) this past September!

Miss  Sally’s Sally Bethea,
founding director of
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, was on hand
to celebrate the achievement, along with
program donors, local elected officials and
governmental representatives, and a group
of sixth graders from Callaway Middle
School.

namesake,
executive

Classroom] provides an experience
and background knowledge of all
kinds of things: biology, water cycle,
life cycle, history, and other things
taught out here.”

The impact of the on-the-water field
trip experience has been far-reaching
in its eight years of operation. The
WPLFC has served 577 schools,
camps, and groups, and thanks to
donor support, has provided 13,166
full scholarships to students attending

Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper is
grateful to the

J.M. Huber Corportation

for their unprecedented three-year
financial commitment to sponsor
1,600 scholarship trips on board

our floating classrooms in

2022, 2023, and 2024.

Title I schools. Combine those
numbers with CRK’s original floating
classroom on Lake Lanier, still going
strong after 20 years, for a total of
more than 80,000 students, teachers,
and adults served through both

programs.

Dr. Brian Shumate, Troup County School
System Superintendent, shared with the
group, “[k]ids can read passages about
things, but they have never seen it or done
it. They don’t have any reference points like
most of us do. They can memorize stuff,
but they don’t really learn it. [The Floating

Interested in joining us for a
field trip or private cruise on the lake?

Experience hands-on water testing activities and an up-close view
of ospreys, great blue herons, and bald eagles.
Help us reach our next milestone and schedule your outing today!

West Point Lake

Lake Lanier Aquatic
Floating Classroom

Learning Center
River Forks Park Scheduling & scholarship information:

Gainesville, GA  Maranda McGaha, Elachee Nature Science Center
—  maranda@elachee.org | 770-535-1976

Pyne Road Park Scheduling & scholarship information:
LaGrange, GA Anna McNamee, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
——————  amcnamee@chattahoochee.org | 706-416-9241

NEW RECORD FOR ATLANTA'S WESTSIDE
RIVER RENDEZVOUS

arm weather and warm smiles water samplesand conduct site observations.
welcomed the 9th Annual Westside
River Rendezvous hosted by

The test results and data gathered from these
waterways helps CRK prioritize weekly

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper last November.
Nearly 100 friends and neighbors of all
ages hailing from numerous metro suburbs
and neighborhoods gathered at Atlanta’s
Westside Reservoir Park to collect water
samples from creek locations across the west
metro region.

West Atlanta Watershed Alliance (WAWA)
and other community partners provided
critical support for the event, making this
Rendezvous one of CRK’s most engaging
events. Together, participants helped to
collect water samples from a record-breaking
58 sites in three west Atlanta creeks: Proctor,
Sandy, and Utoy. “Another great event,
remarked Darryl Haddock of WAWA. “This
team rocks!”

Upon arrival, attendees were trained on how
to safely navigate to their sites and collect

testing through the Neighborhood Water
Watch monitoring program. Test results are
used by CRK to track and stop pollution
sources through on-the-ground, often
intensive, targeted field inspections.

The River Rendezvous yielded a deluge
of data to sift through. Initial assessments
have now been conducted and the data
indicate that many sites tested in Proctor,
Utoy, and Sandy Creeks met water quality
recommendations, pointing to
improvements to water quality.

vast

CRK has continued monitoring two hot spots
identified through the event. Follow-up tests
and inspections indicate those locations
have since improved, but the cause of the
initial spikes is still unknown. In the spring,
CRK will host a water forum to discuss
these results.

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER



SOLAR FIELD FINED
S500K FOR DIRT
VIOLATIONS

T his past November, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and Department of Justice
announced more than a million dollars in penalties
against four solar farms across the country for polluting
local waterways. Included was a site in Chambers County,

Alabama near the headwaters of Oseligee Creek, a tributary
to the Chattahoochee River.

CRK first learned of sedimentation problems in Oseligee
Creek during a drone flyover of the Chattahoochee River
in October 2018. A large plume of sediment was observed
flowing into the river just upstream of the City of West
Point’s drinking water intake.

CRK staff began investigating the 1,100 acre AL Solar A site
and identified numerous and significant violations of the
Clean Water Act and the Alabama Water Quality Control
Act. We learned that all grading operations on the site were
completed in December 2017, and the solar panels became
fully operational at that time. Inexplicably, nearly one year
later, hundreds of acres remained disturbed and had yet
to be stabilized. We also observed tremendous amounts of
sediment deposited in receiving streams and many poorly
maintained best management practices.

CRK filed a complaint with EPA in November 2018,
and since then the agency has worked to investigate and
negotiate enforcement actions. “The development of solar
energy is a key component of [the Biden] administration’s
efforts to combat climate change,” said Larry Starfield, an
administrator at the EPA, in a press release on November
14. “These settlements send an important message to the
site owners of solar farm projects that these facilities must
be planned and built-in compliance with all environmental
laws”

As part of the nationwide decision, EPA announced that
a fine of $500,000 has been imposed on the AL Solar site
owner, which is one of the largest fines for erosion control
violations ever issued in the state of Alabama.

WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG

CHATTAHOOCHEERIVER
PROGRAM SIGNALS

A CLEANER, MORE
RESILIENT FUTURE

National Park Service Superintendent Ann Honious; Jason

Ulseth; & Sen. Ossoff toured the river on the CRK Patrol
Boat, February 23, 2022.

n December 23, 2022, President Joe Biden signed new
legislation creating the Chattahoochee River Program.

Originally introduced by Senators Jon Ossoff and Raphael
Warnock in cooperation with then Representative Carolyn
Bourdeaux as well as Representatives Henry “Hank” Johnson,
Nikema Williams, Lucy McBath, and David Scott, the Program
provides new opportunities to improve water quality in the
river, which is vital for drinking water supply, the agricultural
industry, power generation, and more.

The Program is a small part of a massive piece of federal
legislation called the Water Resources Development Act of
2022. The Act authorizes federal spending and management
of water projects all over the United States. The United States
Army Corps of Engineers will direct the Program, beginning
with development of a comprehensive plan for important
restoration initiatives.

Federal, state, and other stakeholders like Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper will have the chance to provide input on
potential projects within the plan. Water resource protection
and restoration projects that may be evaluated during the
development of the plan could address sediment and erosion,
eroding shorelines and riverbanks, ecosystem restoration,
water quality, non-point source nutrient pollution, the
protection of essential public works, and uses of dredged
material.

The Program will receive $40 million in funding for its
projects. Every project will require a cost-share: 75% in
federal funds and 25% non-federal.

After decades of legal conflict over the Chattahoochee’s water,
collaboration among state, federal, and other stakeholders
will be a welcome change.
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WATERSHED
WINS A Patron
Celebration

n October 13, 2022,

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper

hosted its 28th Annual Patron
Celebration at The Stave Room in
Atlanta, also broadcasted online for free
to audiences at home. Three hundred
fifty guests attended the in-person event
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
Clean Water Act and Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper’s many Watershed Wins
thanks to the landmark legislation. An
hour-long reception allowed guests to
mingle and browse silent auction items
while enjoying passed hors d'oeuvres
and drinks provided by Reformation
Brewery, United Distributors, and ASW
Distillery.

During the seated dinner program,
guests were served a vegan meal while
enjoying the annual State of the River
Address and a keynote speech by

Jennifer Dorian, President and CEO
of WABE Atlanta.
were recognized: The Georgia Water
Coalition received the River Steward
Award; Neighborhood Water Watch
volunteer Juanita Wallace received the
River Hero Award; and Ilene and Ken
Kreafle, owners of Reduce, received the
River Guardian Award.

Three honorees

Video production company
encyclomedia produced a video
showcasing all three awardees and
Reduce provided wine tumblers for
guests to take home. The highlight
of the night was the Fund the Future
paddle raise led by auctioneer and
emcee Dean Crownover; the appeal
raised more than $80,000, a record for
the event’s night-of fundraising.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors,
partners, and attendees, the event
raised a total of $465,000 to sustain
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s programs
and ensure more wins throughout our
watershed for years to come.

Keep up with all of CRK’s events and learn more about how to get involved at chattahoochee.org/events.

CRK DEEPLY
APPRECIATES THE

EVENT’S SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSORS
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
Colonial Pipeline

Cox Enterprises
WABE

RIVER HERO
Ellis Capital
encyclomedia
Laura and Rutherford Seydel
Mary Jane and David Kirkpatrick

RIVER CHAMPION
Nolan Transportation Group
Ray C. Anderson Foundation

RIVER BENEFACTOR
Abby and Gerard Gunthert
Coca Cola Company
Dear Elouise Fine Paper
J.M. Huber Corportation
JST Foundation
Norfolk Southern
Patti and Don Ross
Reduce
Sally and Peter Parsonson
Shearon and Taylor Glover
Southwire Company
Turner Enterprises Inc.
USA Storage

RIVER DEFENDER
755 Restaurant Group
Affairs to Remember

ASW Distillery

Collective Insights

Judy and Walter Hoyt
Merrill Private Wealth Management, STG Partners
Nantahala Outdoor Center
Newfields
United Distributors

RIVER ADVOCATE
Melody and David Wilson
Reformation Brewery
Smith, Gambrell & Russell

RIVER CONSERVATOR
Affordable Veterinary Services
Andrea and John Pruitt
Andrew Montgomery
Billy Hall
Cadmus Environmental Design-Build
Cheri and Michael English
Chuck Young
Doug Herndon
Ford & Harrison
Gail and David Chester
Janak Joshi
Marcia and Richard Jacobson
Randy McDow Photography
Richard Horder
Sally Bethea
Series at Riverview Landing
Snellings Walters Insurance Agency



