
The Fourth of July holiday 
weekend was quieter than usual 
on a popular stretch of the 

Chattahoochee River this summer, where 
a historic closure sent recreators hoping 
to tube or kayak through a portion 
of the Chattahoochee River National 
Recreation Area (CRNRA) further 
upstream. The closure was the result 
of an investigation by Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper (CRK) and the CRNRA into 
dangerously elevated E. coli bacteria 
levels within the river park.

E. coli is found in the feces of humans 
and warm-blooded animals. While 
heavy rains can carry bacteria into 
waterways, unusual spikes can also 
indicate sewage contamination from a 
direct source like a wastewater discharge 
pipe. Routine sampling through the 
Neighborhood Water Watch (NWW) 
and BacteriALERT programs detected 
elevated bacteria levels in the CRNRA 
in June, prompting coordinated efforts 
by CRK and CRNRA staff to identify the 
source of the contamination.

While patrolling the river on June 29, 
CRK located a discharge of undertreated 
wastewater into the river and immediately 
notified Fulton County and the Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD). An analysis of water samples 
collected by CRK and processed in our 
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new laboratory in Mableton revealed E. 
coli levels more than 300 times higher 
than those recommended by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency for 
water recreation, posing potential risks 
to public health – especially for young 
children, the elderly, and people with 
weakened immune systems.

After CRK discovered the source of 
the contamination, Fulton County 
confirmed that a malfunction had 
occurred at its Big Creek Water 
Reclamation Facility in Roswell, a 
wastewater treatment plant that treats 
more than 20 million gallons of sewage 
each day. To protect public health and 
safety, the CRNRA announced the 
initial closure of six miles of the river 
from the Chattahoochee Nature Center 
to Johnson Ferry Road on June 30. 

CRK and CRNRA staff continued 
emergency daily sampling of points of 
concern along the river. When testing 
revealed elevated bacteria levels further 
downstream, the CRNRA extended 
the river park closure to all sections 
downstream of the Chattahoochee 
Nature Center – fifteen miles in total.

The cause of the malfunction at the 
plant remains unconfirmed, but the 
discharge of undertreated wastewater 
is a violation of Fulton County’s permit 

under the Clean Water Act. CRK and 
the CRNRA have provided information 
to Georgia EPD, which is investigating 
the incident and will determine any 
enforcement actions for the plant for the 
failure to meet its permit limits.

On July 19, nearly three weeks after 
the initial closure, the CRNRA 
reopened all sections of the river park. 
CRNRA officials made this decision in 
consultation with U.S. Public Health 
Service officials after testing indicated 
that bacteria levels had returned to 
EPA-recommended limits for safe water 
recreation.

While the river park was closed, CRK 
and CRNRA staff continued testing 
water quality and monitoring impacts 
on wildlife and aquatic resources. The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers released 
additional water from Buford Dam to 
help dilute the E. coli contamination, 
and there have been no indications of a 
fish kill resulting from the discharge.

CRK continues monitoring for bacteria 
through the NWW and BacteriALERT 
programs. Further study will determine 
how the river was able to assimilate the 
pulse of nutrients from the discharge. 

For updates on the status of this incident, 
visit chattahoochee.org/big-creek.

E. COLI CONTAMINATION
PROMPTS 15-MILE CLOSURE OF CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER
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A t the beginning of my first year 
as technical programs director 

with Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, Juliet 
Cohen joined our team as general 
counsel. During our first six years of 
working together, Juliet and I tackled 
all manner of river issues, from fighting 
the illegal filling of creeks to advocating 
for limits on nutrient discharges from 
wastewater treatment facilities. When 
our founding Riverkeeper and executive 
director Sally Bethea retired in 2015, 
she passed the torch to us: I took on the 
title of Riverkeeper and Juliet became 
executive director.

Juliet and I have co-led the organization 
for the past eight years. In that 
time, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s 
membership, budget, and staff have 
grown by more than 50%. Our programs 
like Trash-Free Chattahoochee and 
Neighborhood Water Watch have also 

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper recently 
bid farewell to our Water Fellow, 

Madison Cantrell, who first joined our 
team in 2022 as a Neighborhood Water 
Watch intern. As a graduate of Georgia 
State University’s degree program in 
water resources, Madison brought an 
abundance of field and lab skills that aided 
our pollution investigations throughout 
the Chattahoochee River watershed. She 
exemplified the potential of our internship 
and fellowship programs to provide 
people in science and public health tracks 
with opportunities to gain real-world 
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REFLECTIONS: CARRYING THE TORCH

FACES OF THE 
CHATTAHOOCHEE:

JASON ULSETH
Riverkeeper & Executive Director

For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

grown by more than 100%. We secured 
major victories for the river, like our 
precedent-setting win against American 
Sealcoat for dumping asphalt sealant 
chemicals into a tributary less than 
1,000 feet from the river (page 4). 
We also invested in the organization 
through infrastructure like boathouses 
and laboratories and by expanding our 
personnel. 

We have developed a solid team of 
professionals who work tirelessly to 
protect and steward the Chattahoochee 
River, and to be a resource for our 
10,000 members and millions of people 
who depend on the river and its lakes 
and tributaries. With Juliet’s departure 
as executive director to begin a new 
chapter in her career, CRK once again 
taps into the tremendous talent we have 
on board to carry the torch into our 
fourth decade. 

I now hold the title of Riverkeeper and 
executive director. Supporting me is an 
outstanding team of advocates including 
my deputy director Henry Jacobs and 
development director Kyndall Thiessen. 
Together, they have nearly 15 years 
of experience with CRK. I invite you 
to meet the entire CRK team on our 
website or in person at our Membership 
Celebration on November 5, held at our 
new metro Atlanta office in Mableton 
(page 8), as we celebrate our mission to 
ensure the Chattahoochee flows with 
enough clean water now and for future 
generations. 

From left, Riverkeeper and executive 
director Jason Ulseth, former executive 
director Juliet Cohen, Deputy Director 
Henry Jacobs, and Development 
Director Kyndall Thiessen.

experience. “I learned so much throughout my 
time here and will always remember all the fun 
adventures,” says Madison, who just landed 
a fantastic job working with U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) in Norcross. We are grateful for 
Madison’s time with CRK and wish her well in 
her new role!

MADISON CANTRELL
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Sediment pollution 
in Blue John Creek

In February, CRK discovered excess 
sediment from the construction of 
Creekview Vista Apartments entering 
Blue John Creek in LaGrange, Georgia. 
An analysis of samples collected from 
an outfall that drains a tributary to 
Blue John Creek found turbidity 
values more than 10 times the permit 
limit. CRK contacted the City of 
LaGrange and an inspector found 
insufficiencies with best management 
practices (BMPs) near the outfall 
in question. A stop work order was 
issued until new BMPs could be 
installed. CRK staff continues to 
monitor the site to ensure compliance 
with the stormwater permits.

Manhole overflow at Sandy Creek
Extreme bacteria spikes detected in the tailwaters of 
Sandy Creek sent CRK field teams to the troubled 
waterway in search of a source. Thanks to weekly 
samples collected by Neighborhood Water Watch 
volunteers, CRK quickly identified the source as an 
overflowing manhole clogged by fats, oils, greases, 
and wipes. The City of Atlanta has been quick to 
address issues in the tributary, where tests and 
inspections conducted by CRK have identified at least 
half-a-dozen spills. Now, water quality has returned 
to baseline conditions.

As part of the Neighborhood Water Watch program, CRK conducts weekly 
monitoring of E. coli bacteria levels at public swimming areas during the summer. 
The beaches at Lake Lanier’s River Forks Park, Don Carter State Park, Mary Alice 
Park, and Olympic Park are popular with families of young children, who are 
particularly vulnerable to serious illness from E. coli infections. CRK publishes 
monitoring data from these beaches on our website (www.chattahoochee.org/
nww) and on Swim Guide (www.theswimguide.org), an international resource 
for sharing data on safe swimming conditions, to help beachgoers swim safely.

NEW DROP BOX at 
Chattahoochee Nature Center
With continued support from the City of 
Roswell, CRK is excited to partner with 
Chattahoochee Nature Center (CNC) on a 
new home for our Neighborhood Water Watch 
drop box in Roswell.

The box is now housed at CNC, 
located at 9135 Willeo Road, where 
Neighborhood Water Watch volunteers 
can drop off their samples on Thursdays. 

We greatly appreciate the opportunity to 
partner with CNC, which maintains a 127-acre 
nature center on the Chattahoochee River. To 
learn more about CNC’s mission to connect 
people with nature and to conduct wildlife 
rehabilitation programs, conservation efforts, 
and education programs that help preserve and 
conserve the Chattahoochee River watershed, 
visit www.chattnaturecenter.org.

Tracking spill on Nancy Creek
Intermittent problems at Nancy Creek’s Tilly Mill site 
prompted CRK field teams to investigate potential 
upstream sources. Extensive tracking covering 
miles of tributaries led us to a small reach near 
Winters Chapel Road in Doraville. An ongoing 
spill had created a miniature wetland that drained 
during moderate rains, causing bacteria spikes miles 
downstream. DeKalb County Watershed responded 
by communicating with the adjacent apartment 
complex to get the issue resolved. With the clog 
cleared, the retention area and downstream receiving 
waters have now returned to baseline conditions.

Summer 
water 

testing at  
Lake Lanier

ON PATROL WITH CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER

A tip from a community member in March 
alerted CRK to a buffer violation along the 
Chestatee River in Lumpkin County. CRK 
staff investigated and found a section of the 
Chestatee’s riparian buffer had been cleared to 
the river’s edge. Georgia state law prohibits the 
clearing of riparian buffers without a permit; 
these areas increase riverbank stability, provide 
shade that cools streams, and filter pollutants 
from stormwater runoff before they reach our 
waterways. CRK contacted Lumpkin County 
officials, who issued a stop work order and are 
requiring the landowner to restore the cleared 
stream buffer.

Unpermitted 
clearing along 
Chestatee

https://chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement/
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CRK’s PSCIP program is a model for Waterkeepers throughout the 
U.S. to find industrial polluters and hold them accountable to the 
Clean Water Act. As we celebrate 10 years of the PSCIP program, we 
look back at some of the key enforcement cases that have resulted in 
water quality improvement.

American Sealcoat
CRK discovered oily black sludge seeping from a storm drain into 
a small tributary less than 1,000 feet from the river. CRK traced the 
sludge to asphalt sealant manufacturer American Sealcoat (AS). 
Operating without an industrial stormwater permit – plainly in 
violation of the Clean Water Act – AS repeatedly and intentionally 
dumped toxic waste down a nearby storm drain. AS refused to 
come into compliance and CRK filed a lawsuit against them in 
July 2014. The company quickly abandoned the site and fled the 
state, leaving behind a toxic mess. In August 2015, a judge issued 
a default judgment against AS, ordering them to pay a $10 million 
penalty to the U.S. Department of the Treasury – one of the highest 
environmental penalties in Georgia history.
On the heels of this historic judgment, CRK reached a settlement 
agreement with the property owner of the AS site, M&K Warehouses. 
As a result, M&K Warehouses is completing approximately $500,000 
in site cleanup and restoration.

Pilgrim’s Pride and Mar-Jac  Poultry
In 2012, CRK detected bacterial levels in Gainesville’s Flat Creek more 
than 1,000 times the level recommended by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). CRK tracked the source to polluted runoff 
from two chicken processors: Pilgrim’s Pride and Mar-Jac Poultry. 
CRK reported the sites to the EPA, which conducted comprehensive 
inspections and issued violation notices and fines for both facilities, 

Polluted runoff from industrial sites poses a threat to water quality 
throughout the Chattahoochee River watershed. Through the 

Protecting Streams and Communities from Industrial Pollution 
(PSCIP) program, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper uses comprehensive 
mapping, review of state records, and field investigations to find 
and stop industrial sites discharging polluted runoff into our 
waterways when it rains. 

CRK inspects hundreds of industrial operations annually in 
Georgia and Alabama, providing guidance to owners and operators 
on staying compliant with applicable laws and permits, and, when 
necessary, taking enforcement action.

1,100 
facility compliance 
investigations and 

follow-up visits

177 
facilities obtaining 

permit coverage after 
CRK intervention

6 legal actions and 2 cases referred to EPA

430 
industrial operators 

trained in Clean 
Water Act permit 

compliances

PROTECTING STREAMS AND COMMUNITIES 
FROM INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION (PSCIP)

4 RIVERCHAT

10+ YEARS OF WINS

resulting in a new stormwater treatment plant at one site and new 
stormwater management protocols at both sites. 

Ready Mix USA
CRK discovered that Ready Mix USA was in violation of stormwater 
laws at nine concrete production facilities located throughout the 
watershed. The company failed to monitor water quality, submit 
reports to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division, and 
implement best management practices to prevent the flow of 
polluted runoff into the river. After unsuccessful attempts to contact 
the company to discuss their compliance issues, CRK initiated 
legal action against Ready Mix USA for unpermitted stormwater 
discharges. The legal action opened a dialogue with the company, 
resulting in the hiring of environmental compliance staff and the 
development of new protocols to stop polluted runoff from leaving 
the sites. 

Lawrence/K&H Recycling
In 2016, CRK discovered an 11-acre property in Douglas County 
that had towering piles of aggregate material and gravel stored on the 
banks of Sweetwater Creek. During heavy rains, dirty water flowed 
from the site into the creek. CRK sent the property owners a formal 
notice of intent to sue pursuant to the Clean Water Act; this action 
prompted a response from the owners, who brought in a consultant 
and developed plans to install BMPs to control stormwater runoff as 
well as remove the aggregate materials. 

A&R Ironworks 
In 2018, while investigating a metalworking facility in Tucker, CRK 
staff noticed materials including sediment piles, scrap metal, and a 
garbage heap stored outside the facility’s walls along the banks of 
Burnt Fork Creek (a tributary to Peachtree Creek, which flows into 
the Chattahoochee River). The facility failed to obtain necessary 
stormwater permits and was in violation of state and federal law. 
After attempts to work with the company were dismissed, CRK filed 
a Clean Water Act lawsuit that ultimately spurred A&R Ironworks 
to eliminate almost all outdoor storage of industrial materials. CRK 
directed $60,000 to projects managed by the South Fork Conservancy 
and the DeKalb County Department of Parks and Recreation to aid 
in restoration.

THE 
NUMBERS

Sludge traced to 
asphalt sealant 
manufacturer 
American Sealcoat 

Piles of aggregate material and gravel stored on the banks 
of Sweetwater Creek at Lawrence/K&H Recycling
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS 
FOR HELPING US KEEP WATCH OVER OUR WATERS!  

RIVER HERO 
($20,000 AND UP) 

Alice H. Richards 
   Charitable Fund
Anonymous
Callaway Foundation
Cargill
The Charter Foundation
Colonial Pipeline Company
Cox Enterprises / 
   Cox Conserves
Hampshire Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation
Bonnie Jackson Memoriam
Mary Jane and 
   Dave Kirkpatrick
Owens & Minor Foundation
Ray C. Anderson    
   Foundation
Laura and 
   Rutherford Seydel
The Vasser 
   Woolley Foundation
The Waterfall Foundation
WestPoint Fund

RIVER BENEFACTOR 
($10,000 - $19,999)

Aflac
CoStar Builds
Ellis Communications / 
   Bert Ellis
Shearon and Taylor Glover
The Herndon Family Fund
Charles Lindamood III
MillerKnoll
Reduce
The Sapelo Foundation
Southwire Company
Turner Enterprises
Yamaha Motor Company

RIVER DEFENDER 
($5,000-$9,999) 

Accenture
Anonymous
Builders
Collective Insights
Victor Haydel / 
   755 Restaurant Group
Judy and Walter Hoyt
Kimberly Clark Corporation
Lubo Fund
Nolan Transportation Group
Sally and Pete Parsonson
Public Lands
UPS Foundation
WEG Electric Corp
Wehadkee Foundation

RIVER ADVOCATE 
($2,500-$4,999) 

Archer Western
City of LaGrange
GAF Materials
Julie Hairston
Hewlett Packard
The James M. 
   Cox Foundation
Kia Georgia
Ellis Malone
Merrill Lynch

NoFo Brew Company
Peach Coffee Roasters
Pilgrim's Pride
Laura and Edward Smith
Waterkeeper Alliance

RIVER 
CONSERVATOR 
($1,000-$2,499) 

Anonymous
Robert Beck
Brown & Caldwell
Andrew Chae
The Coca-Cola Company
Columbia Theological     
   Seminary
Denise Donahue and 
   Simone du Boise
Douglasville - 
   Douglas County WSA
Downtown West Point   
   Development Authority
Robert Eidson
*Mary Anne and 
   Brian Ericson
Susan Fletcher
Lynn and David Fountain
Caroline and Mark Greatrex
HBK Engineering
Heard County 
   Development Authority
Heliox Technology
Keep Georgia 
   Beautiful Foundation
Mary Anne and 
   Jaime Lanier
Main Street Gainesville
Mercedes Benz
Trudy Murphy
Nordson
North Georgia 
   Crappie Anglers
Northeast Georgia 
   Health System
Fran and Steve O'Day
OTR Capital
Prime Engineering
*Kent and Jamie Pryor
*Gregory Puckett
Purchasing Power
Bonny Putney
Alan F. Rothschild Jr.
Rubicon Global
Salon and Spa Venessa
SK Collaborative
*Catherine Woodling 
   and Evan Strange
Subaru of America
The Home Depot
*Alan Toney
Todd Wandtke
West Point 
   Development Authority

RIVER PATRON 
($500-$999) 

Sara Zeigler and Phil Amon
Carolyn Appen
Aquascape Environmental
Debbie and Jess Austin
Laura and Sam Breyfogle
Lynn and Michael Briggs

Bill and Susan Brooksher
City Of Brookhaven
City of Peachtree Corners
*Erin and John Clarke
Tyrone Dillard
Gainesville Flooring
Georgia Foothills Chapter 
   of Trout Unlimited
The Harris Family 
   Charitable Fund
Teena Stern and 
   Don Haugen
*Michelle Henriques
Catherine Lautenbacher
Meredith and Daniel Locke
Jeff Mokotoff
Monster Energy Company
Mark Nestle
Kary Nordholz
Kate Peterson
Karen and Marshall Sanders
Mary and James Selbitschka
Joanna and John Skinner
Smith, Gilliam, Williams 
   & Miles, PA
Susan and Philip Still

FRIEND OF THE 
RIVER ($250-$499)

Affordable Veterinary   
   Services
AmazonSmile Foundation
Aria Salon
Atlanta Fly Fishing Club
Neal Audet
Rose and Mark Barton
*William Bell
Christine and 
   Charlie Bradley
Campus Academy
*Annelies Carl
Cobb Foundation
Douglas Caulkins
*Shelley Childers
Clayton Distributing 
   Company
*Stephanie Van Parys 
   and Rob Cleveland
Dani Burns, Keller Williams 
   Lanier Partners
Jessica Dent
McKenzie Folan
Tracey and Gary Gaines
Georgia Gwinnett College
Gnarly Marsh
Catherine Grimsley
Arnold Hall
Lillian and Mike Hall
Rachael Hawthorn
Hulsey, Oliver & Mahar, LLP
The Janco Family
*Renel and Bryan Jenkins
David J. Johnson
Mary Beth and Ben Jordan
Chrissie Kallio
Eric King
Uriel Kitron
Katura Lesane
Jennifer McCall at Law
Aaron McWhorter
Phyllis Miller
Milton Martin Toyota
Tim Nassar
Skippy Nguyen

Nikles and Roach Family
Joe Nolan
North Georgia Label
North Hall Earthworks
Paul Hastings, LLP
Pike County Board 
   of Education
*Sue Roy
Amanda Rugenski
Ruth Hill Elementary School
*Alexandra Sawicki
*Esther Shin
Chris Sodemann
St. Anne Pacelli 
   Catholic School
Kristen Taylor
*Logan Terheggen
William Tietjen
Jack Tillman
Tire Barn Tire Pros
Kay Todd
Barbara Vlasz
Deedee Williams
Wynnbrook Christian School

RIVER SUPPORTER 
($101-$249)

Abbott Laboratories - EGC
Tisha Agarwal
Alpha Delta Kappa (Beta 
   Iota LaGrange Chapter)
Felicia Andrew
Claire L. Arnold
Tiffany Barker
Lewis Barnes
*Eric Boye
Kelly Brock
Dawn Burke
Meredith Cagigal
Jennifer Calvo
David Carlson
Stuart A. Cashin Jr.
Leslie Battle and 
   Jason Causey
Trent Chadwick
Liana Chapman
Yishan Chen
Citizens Charitable 
   Foundation
Adam Clevenstine
Brent Cole
Betsy  Connell
Meredee Conyers
Robert B. Copeland
Kendra Cox
Craig Mcqueen Salon
Lori and Charles Dasher
Donna and David Davis
*Walter R. Davis Jr.
Deborah Donovan
Linton Eberhardt
Equifax
Audrey and Michael Eshman
Pat Fagan
Reid Gibson
Bruno Giri
Allen Glover
Linda Goodiel
Scott Goodson
Jacqueline and 
   Gary Greenhood
Jenny Martin and 
   Buddy Hall
Sue Hankins
*Michael Hellerstein
*Lesley D. High

Alicia Hill
Felicia Hodges
*Charles Hoskins
Bryan Jacob
*Alicia and Hal Jacobs
*Moshe Jacobson
Amy James
*Kimberly James
*Peter James
Bev Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Cecily and Henry Kannapell
Audrie Kelton
Rebecca L King
Paul Krauss
Ilene and Ken Kreafle
The Kroger 
   Company Foundation
Louisa Rochard and 
   Glenn Legacki
Harris Lowe
Holly Maddox
Lance Marlow
Katie Martinez
Salvatore Massaro
Sandra and George Maule
Jonathan Mayer
Anisa Mechler
*Andrea and 
   Kevin Middlebrooks
Laura Miles
Walter Miller
Stacia and Marily Minton
*Bradley  Moore
Dominick Musilli
New York Life Insurance /
   Hudson Financial Group
Matt Nicholson
Collette Osborne
*Eric Ottenberg
*Jennifer and Howard Page
Kate Parker
Gail and Tony Pyle
Estella Quin
Vishnu R
Jelena Reljic
Mark Romzick
Nathan  Schieber
Rebecca Seidel
*Casey Sharp
Keaton Sloan
Lauren Soleil
*Arthur Spalding
Joy and Fred Staeck
William Stahl
Ann Steel
Tiffany Stephens
Jenny Stepp
Donna and Michael Stevens
Charlie Stewart
Erin Stone
Elizabeth Knight and 
   Tom Taylor
*William Teem
Kelly Thomas
James Thompson
Lisa Thule
*David Todd
Xuong Trieu
L.W. and Pat Tucker
Pat Voraotsady
Jonathan Webber
Suzanne and Tom Welander
*Cindy Wilsky
Brittany Wright 
Lindsay and Glenn Zaccara

Donors January through June 2023
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NEW AND RENEWING
DONORS ($100 AND LESS)

Jeff Abramsky
Marla Adams
Tamara Adelberg
Judy and Ted Adler
Carolina Aldridge
Valerie Aldridge
Paula Alicea
Chris Aliffi
Rosemary Allen
*Tanine Allison
Ashley Alston
Paul Amato
Gregory Andrews
Shanna Armour
Margaret Armstrong
David Askew
Anne Atalay
Tobias Bacalzo
Carole Bache
Don Bailey
John Bailey
Mary Baker
Akeisha Baldazo
Susannah Bales
Shaunak Bangale
Christina and Gillian Barber
Tracy Bardugon
Jim Bartholomew
Matthew Bartlett
Erin Bealman
Kelly Beecher
Ellen Begley
Irene Bender
Angie Bennett
Michael Bernot
Yvette Berry
William Beverley-Blanco
Alankritha Bhushan
Joseph Bieler
Sarah Black
Suzanne Blackwell
Terri Blair
Sarah and Hubert Blanchard
Hilary Whitham and 
   Skip Blankley
Clifford Blizard
Susan and Henry Blum
Robin Boggs
Ashley Bohn
Nick Booth
Diane Bostic
Margery and William Bouris
Philippe Bouvier
Margaret Boylan
*Brendan Boyle
Howard Bradley
Kasia Bradley
Mary Breen
Tim Brenner
Deb and Jim Brewer
Brett Brewster
John Brigagliano
Roger Brinson
Wesley Brock
Alex Brookins
Isaiah Brown
Jane and Richard Brown
Kristina Brown
Scott Brown
Lauranne Buchanan
John Bullard
Wayne Bullock
Amy Burns
John Burt
Peggy Amend and 
   Robert Buschman
Amy Bush
Amanda Buzzeo
Dallas Cain

Catherine Calhoun
James Campbell
Dianne and Cal Cannestra
Lamar Cannon
Christyn Caraballo
*Natalie Carlin
Allen Carlson
James Carlson
Craig Carpenter
Kathleen Carr
*Allison Carter
Sarah Carter
Stephanie Cartwright
Shannon Causseaux
Jane and Mike Celovsky
Kara Chambers
Tina Cheng
Gayle and Rudy Chimo
Helen Choe
Yeonwoo Choi
Melanie Clark
Kenneth Clarke
Amy Collins
Edward Collins
Ramsey Cook
Cristina Cope
Yvonne Corbin
John Coupland
Sachiko and Stuart Cox
Steven Craft
Dean Crist
Abby Crombie
Jerald Crook
Wende Crow
Audra Crowell
Carola Cuba
Laura Cunard Reid
Elizabeth Cunningham
Alana Davis
Kelley and Justin Davis
Mark Davis
Mary Davis
Joseph Dawson
Russell De Anna
Martine De Proost Ford
Rene De Vries
Emma DeJarnette
Greg Deloia
Xiangdong Deng
Mark Dessommes
Anya Dhir
Kelsey Dolan
Keegan Donegan
Frank Donnahoo
Matthew Downs
Thecla and Kevin Doyle
Bill Dozier
Brett Driggers
Sandi and David Dunbar
Renee Duncan
Dunwoody Woman's Club
Stefanie Dye and 
   Mark Schurmann
Jeanne East
Brian Edwards
Karen Egan
Christina and Dave Ehrhardt
Cathy Eilert
Bruce Ensley
Elizabeth Esarove
Conchi Estivariz
Amy Evans
Theresa Fairchild
Scott Fallecker
Jeff Feinsmith
David Felfoldi
Arlynn Filomeno-Suarez
Glenn Flake
Ben Flink
Douglas Flor
Dennis Frank

Sara Franklin
Timara Frassrand
Edward Frayer
Victoria Freeman
Scott Frick
Michelle Frost
Blair Fulford
Doug Fulle
Katrina Fuller
Wayne Furnweger
Donald Gaal
Geri and Tim Gagat
Neil Gaines
Daniel Galenkamp
Paulette Gannon
Gap
Wayne Garfinkel
Alice and Bob Gartley
Donna and Jim Gawlas
Kelley Germano
Quintin Gibbs
Kashna and Marcus Gibson
Tom Gibson
Robert Gilbert
Elizabeth Giles
Anna Gillon
Bree Gipstein
Laura Shannon Godbey
Linda Godwin
Kaylah Golden
R.K. Gopinath
Sue and Jay Gorday
Courtney Wood Grantham
Russell Greatorex
Jennifer Griffith
Kathleen Griffith
Suzanne and Steve Grimm
Fanny Guevara
Deb Guffin
Elias and Mace Gunter
Yassiris Gutierrez
Courtney Hale
Victoria Hamrick
Willie Handlee
Art Hansen
Josh Harnick
Heather Harris
Corey Harrison
*Carol Hayes
Jane Hayes
Jie He
Ying He
Bethany Headrick
Katherine Healy
Susan and Ron Heidt
Jamie Helmer
Haley Helveston
Caroline Hemenway
Caroline Herritt
Lauren Hill
Norman R. Hines
Kassidy Hoffman
Michael Honnold
Patrick Horgan
Shae Hoschek
Fred Howard
Haipeng Hu
Wenlin Huang
Paul Hudson
Robert Hughes
Qin Hui
Renee Immel
Juan Isidor-Mendoza
Beverly Jackson
Stephania Jacksonville
Janney Montgomery Scott
Dhiyanan Jayamohan
Jenna Jenna
Jodi Jernigan
Jennifer Jiunta
Chris Jocham

Ginny Johansmeier
Clarence Johnson 
John Johnson
William Johnson
Paul Joly
Jeffrey Jones
Lauren Joplin
Barbara Steinhaus and 
   John Paul Jordan
Barbara Jouan-Stonestreet
Nate Juster
Jennifer and Bill Kaduck
Douglas Kallman
Hydi Kalmin
William Kane
Ella Kaufman
Keri Kaufmann
Dennis Kelly
Gail Kelly
Mary Kelly
Deborah Kennicott
Susan Kenny
Lauren Kermani
Jim Kerr
Patricia Killian
Christopher Kinabrew
Mike Kirkland
Paul Klinger
Anastasia Klopfenstein
Lee Kolber
Max Koptik
John Kosar
Katrina Kretsinger
David Kroeber
Ryan Kunjbehari
Balkrishna Kute
Alison and Chad LaBruyere
Matthew Lagod
Ewell Lammy
Rebecca Landis
Mari Lane
Morgan Lane
Phil LaRue
Sarah Laughlin
Derek Lawrie
Wendy Leaf
Allyson Lee
Patti Lee
Sarah Lee
Patricia Lesko
Kathy Lewis
Hongli Li
Peng Li
Qingshan Li
Xiaoping Li
Shele Lieberman
Steve Lien
Annie Lin
Alice Little
Kelly Livingston
Patti and Simon Locke
Tammy Locklear
Lars Lofas
Dax Lopez
Camille Lowe
Crystal Luke
Sahlee Macauley
Josh Macenczak
Michael Maguire
Sharon Marshall
Jackie Martin
Laura Martin
Rachel Martin
Susana Martinez
Rollin Mathis
Teresa and Patrick 
Mawhinney
Susan Mayberry
Sherry McAdams
Ileana McCaigue
Gene McClure

Bill McGoldrick
Amy McGuire
Debbie and Jerry McKevitt
Sam McLean
Megan McLeod-Hanie
Melissa McLoughlin
Anna McNamee
Bo Meng
Erica Miller
Kathrine H Miller
Todd Miller
Jean and Bill Millkey
Die J. Millogo 
Michael Milner
John Mitchell
Lindsay Mitchell-Eernisse
Lauren Mixon
Richard Mohr
Peter Montgomery
Jack Morales
Jennie and Al Morataya
Levar Morris
*Jennifer Morrissey
Amethyst Muncy
Greg Munna
Chad Munro
Amol Naik
Anil Nair
Cynthia Nater
Lori Nelson
Joyce Neuner
Julia and Steve Neuroth
Brian Nguyen
Mia and Kevin Nichols
Trisha and Ryan Nickerson
Lynn and Charles Norris
Johnathan Nowak
John Nunnally
Michelle Nyberg
Denise and Tim Olive
Nichole Orogun-Thomas
Gregory Osgood
Zan Ouyang
Linda and Jim Owen
Greg Panzer
Haesuk Park
Samantha Parker
Patagonia
Suzanne Pauley
Samuel Payne
Beth Kosman and 
   Martin Pearson
Darlene and Ken Penner
Donald Penovi
Michael Perez
Rebecca Perez-Espejo
Jay Perkins
Chuck Perry
Scott Peters
Michael and Mary Peterson
Robert Pfister
Walter Pickell
Sara Pickett
Julia Hill and Paul Pietschner
Ken Pisell
Ronald Pless
Rosie and Robert Popp
Rashel and Maxwell Post
Terreca Preston
Charles Prevatte
Glenn Quiggle
Kyung Ra
Shannon and Josh Raglin
Paul and Kalley Range
Michael Rawls
Michele Reale
Jean Reber
Julie Reck
John Reddick
Emmeline and Thomas Reed
Udo Reif
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Erik Revelli
Corinna Richards
Bonny Richardson
Cynthia Rogers
Patty and John Rogers
Karen and Clay Rolader
Maurice Rosenbaum
*Paul Rosenzweig
Patti and Don Ross
Noelle Ross
*Sydney Rubin
Michael Rubino
Jennie Rudder
Jesse Russell
Dennis Ruth
Kathleen Salazar
Kellie Salter-Amos
Gretchen Rodriguez and 
   Radames San Miguel
Susana Sanchez
Brandi Sanders
Mary Sarzen
Peter Savitz
Kris Scarratt
David Schauer
Jennifer Schilke
Michael Schmauzer
Ivy Schmidt
Jordan Schmissrauter
Catherine Schramm
Karyn Schultz
Jonathan Scott
Robert Sekman
Ann Sellman
Melissa Seward
Alan Seymour
Qing Shao
Kent Shelby
Gail Sherman
Hilary Sherman
Ningning Shi
Qing Shi
Carol Shifflett
David Shively
Marc Silverboard
Alicia Simpson
Jasmine Sims
Wanda Sims
Chris Simser
Indira Singh
Norman Slawsky
Juwan Smith
Ralph Smith
Sheila J Smith
Travis Smith
Worth Smith
Smoke Rise Garden Club
Natalie Snedden
Lawton Sodemann
Pingping Song

Jeff Soracco
Sue Spangler
Gena and Mike Spears
Don Spencer
Jaimie Spencer
Taylor Spicer
Ashley Rhinehart-Standeven 
   and Andrew Standeven
Starbucks Corporation
Peter Stasi 
Sue Stoudemire
Elizabeth Sudduth
Tally Sweat
Susan Cannon and 
   Joseph Sweet
Elaine and Bob Synk
Telsys Tarallo
Anne Taylor-Padua
Kevin Terry
Angie Thomas
Herta Thomas
Anonymous
Colin Thompson
Julian Thompson
Liz and Andy Thompson
Ann and Don Tolbert
Travis Towns
Victoria Tully
Brittany Tyner
Eva Vallescar
Ryan Vancil
Ivy Varenhorst
Marianne Varley
Debra Gold and 
   Alan Vaughn
Brian Versluys
Amanda Vezendy
Cameron Vick
Vera Vogt
Stephan Votta
Megan Wade
Cyla Waheed
Mary Walker
Patrick Walker
Lynn Ward
Malcolm Wardlaw
Kris Waters
Christa Watson
Courtney Way
Bruce Weaver
Pam and David Weeks
Matt Weil
Philip Weltner
Joseph Wenderski
George West
Laurie and Mark Wheeler
Jessica White
Stephanie White
Becky Whitton
Suzanne Wienstroer

Melanie Wilder
Steve Wilder
Karen Wilkins
Bruce Williams
Sally and James Williams
Lori Williams
Mary Williams
Robert Williamson
Ellen Winkler
Valerie Winrow
Michael Wollenhaup
Winnie Wong
Yuki Wong
Julie Wood
Joel Wooten
Rachel Wright
Hao Wu
John Wutschel
Elise Xia
Allan Xu
Amanda Yeckley
Laura Yoo
Hsun Yu
Miao Yu
Alyssa Bowers-Zamani 
   and Rad Zamani
Vincent Zappia
Karen Zeliff
Huanchun Zhang
Wanrui Zhang
Brady Zhou
Xiaoyan Zhou
Marissa Zwald

IN HONOR OF/
MEMORIALS 

In honor of 
Polly Prater Albitz
Elizabeth D. Wilson

In honor of 
Rabbi Breit
Shele Lieberman

In honor of 
Steve Burnett
Manhattan Associates

In honor of 
George Conway
Meredith Schafer

In honor of 
Naomi Culp
Dawn Horst

In honor of 
Hannah Hyde and 
Luke Erwin
Erika Brewer

In memory of 
Sydney Elizabeth Everson
James Everson

In memory of 
Chase Allen Hall
Lauren Foster
Steve Herndon
Melanie Huey
Alison Kelley
Kathleen Naughton
Amanda Sangster
Cynthia Smith
Patrick Tucker

In memory of Joni House
Robert Vogelei

In honor of 
Mike Jackson
Sheila Segal

In memory of 
Sandy Menes
Emma Peng

In honor of 
Mike Meyer
Cherokee Garden Club

In honor of 
Morningside Garden Club
Angela Lewis

In honor of 
Sofia Sambunaris
Shelia Namanworth

In honor of 
Matthew Sayers
Margaret Sayers

In honor of 
Charlie Spencer
Diane Rothberg

In honor of 
Benjamin Torres and 
Brothers of Phi Iota Alpha
Jason Montoya

In honor of 
Karen Wilkins
Jules Millogo

GIFTS IN-KIND 
Affairs To Remember
Advanced Drum Service
American Rivers
Applied Images
Atlanta Journal Constitution
Jess Ballew

Best Friends on the 
   Lake Pooch Pontoon
Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation Area
Cox Enterprises
Kristin Davis
Robert Eidson
Elachee Nature 
   Science Center
Elohee Retreat Center
Festive Water
Find Your Center Yoga
Fukushima Tuna
Gainesville Marina and 
   Boat Sales
Gallery on the Square
Georgia Nature 
Photographers Association
Fox Gradin
Hardman Farm State 
   Historic Site
Harvest Moon Plants
Shelley Hassel
Anne Brodie Hill
Holland Portraits
Alea Hurst
Interface
Kimberly Clark Corporation
Rebecca S. Klein
Liberty Tire
The Lodge at Amicalola 
   Falls State Park
Malachi Mills
Morton, Vardeman, 
   & Carlston
Maria Mueller
The Orvis Company
Reduce
Jeff Risser
The Spa on Green Street
Tallulah 1882 Cafe
Tallulah General Store
Joan Terrell
Tire Barn Tire Pros
Tina Tornambe
Troup County
Uhuburg Renaissance Castle
Waterkeeper Alliance
Wildwood Outfitters
Zaman Jiwani - 
   Voice Over LLC

*The Ripple Effect monthly 
sustainers

To become a member, visit 
chattahoochee.org/become-a-member.

CRK RECEIVES 
100% BOARD AND 

EMPLOYEE GIVING

Our 10,000 members are 
the heart and soul of 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper. 
Show your commitment to a cleaner, healthier 
river by making a gift that sustains trash 
cleanups, water quality testing, and more.

https://chattahoochee.org/become-a-member/
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For more information, visit https://chattahoochee.org/donate/planned-giving/ or contact Becca Klein at bklein@chattahoochee.org.

Learn more at 
www.chattahoochee.org/
member-celebration 
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A fter 22 years in West Midtown, 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 

has a new home! This summer we 
moved our metro Atlanta operations 
into a new office space at The Series 
at Riverview Landing in Mableton, 
Georgia.

Riverview Landing is a mixed-use 
community of restaurants, shops, 
and apartments just steps away 
from the Chattahoochee River. With 
walking trails, biking trails, and a 
kayak launch around the corner, we 
feel right at home surrounded by the 
beauty of the Chattahoochee.

The new office space consists of 
four conference rooms, a shared 
workspace, kitchen, and laboratory. 
Thanks to a generous grant, the lab 
is outfitted with state-of-the-art 
equipment that allows us to conduct 
all water quality testing and analysis 
on-site. Our partners at Interface 
generously donated flooring for the 
entire space.

Our new location reminds us of all 
the progress we have made to protect 
and preserve the Chattahoochee 
River and the importance of this 
work to all the communities who 
depend upon the river, its lakes, 
and its tributaries. CRK extends 
our sincerest thanks to those who 
made this move possible: our staff, 
board of directors, generous donors, 
movers, contractors, members, 
supporters, and the team at The 
Series at Riverview Landing. We look 
forward to the next twenty years in 
this incredible home.

For 29 years, 
Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper’s 
passionate 
supporters have helped 
us keep watch over our 
waters. CRK is pleased to 
invite our members to come 
together for our annual 
Member Celebration at our 
new metro Atlanta office on 
Sunday, November 5, 2023. 
Food and beverages will 
be provided, including beer 
courtesy of our neighbors 
at Reformation Brewery! 
CRK will also recognize the 
outstanding volunteers whose 
hard work helps protect the 
Chattahoochee River watershed 
every day.

A NEW CHAPTER IN METRO ATLANTA

NOVEMBER 5, 2023
METRO ATLANTA OFFICE

29TH ANNUAL 
MEMBER 
CELEBRATION

6020 RIVER VIEW ROAD
BUILDING 7000, SUITE 100
MABLETON, GA 30126

FIND US AT

LET’S COME TOGETHER, 
hand in hand, to protect and preserve the 
Chattahoochee River for generations to come. 

Together, we can make a difference.

JOIN THE 
LEGACY 
SOCIETY 
TODAY.
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THE DINOSAURS OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE

The longnose gar (Lepisosteus 
osseus) not only looks prehistoric, 

it is prehistoric! It is believed that the 
ancestors of the longnose gar that swim 
in rivers today were around during the 
Cretaceous Period, when dinosaurs like 
T. Rex and Triceratops roamed the land. 
These curious-looking fish are defined 
by their long, slender snout that is more 
than twice as long as their head and 
their tubular-shaped bodies. Adults are 

large, growing up to 8 feet long and 35 
pounds. Longnose gar are predators 
with sharp teeth; they consume smaller 
fish like shiners and sunfish, as well as 
crayfish. They favor slow-moving water 
and may be found in the Chattahoochee 
River and its reservoirs, as well as most 
major river systems in the Southeast. 

Although longnose gar are prehistoric 
fish, they have several interesting 

Photo courtesy Brett Billings, USFWS

The Chattahoochee trillium 
(Trillium decipiens) is a wildflower 

that thrives in the enchanting 
woodlands of the southeastern United 
States. With its elegant beauty and 
unique characteristics, this native 
species is a natural wonder.

Standing proudly at about 12 inches 
tall, the Chattahoochee trillium 
showcases a vibrant display of color. 
Its three distinct petals, which can 
range from deep red to pale pink, form 
a perfect symmetry that catches the 
eye of any nature enthusiast. Adding 
to its allure, the flower blooms atop 
a slender stalk, providing a striking 
contrast against the lush green foliage.

One of the most intriguing aspects 
of this species is its life cycle. The 
Chattahoochee trillium is part of the 
ephemeral plant family, meaning it has 
a brief above-ground presence. In the 
early spring, as sunlight filters through 
the canopy, the trillium emerges from 
the forest floor, unfurling its leaves and 
blossoms in a magnificent show. As 
the warm days of summer arrive, the 
plant retreats back to its subterranean 
existence, leaving behind no trace.

THE ENIGMATIC CHARM OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE 
TRILLIUM: NATURE'S VANISHING ACT

Photo courtesy Alan Cressler, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

The species thrives in the well-drained, 
nutrient-rich soil found near riverbanks 
and damp forest areas. It is often spotted 
along the banks of the Chattahoochee 
River, hence its name, though it can also 
be found in other parts of Georgia and 
Alabama. 

While it is a captivating sight, it is 
important to appreciate these flowers 
responsibly. Due to its delicate nature 

and slow growth, the species faces several 
conservation challenges including 
habitat loss and illegal collection. It is 
crucial to preserve its natural habitat 
and resist the temptation to disturb or 
remove these beautiful flowers from 
the wild. The next time you venture 
into the woodlands of the southeastern 
United States, keep an eye out for the 
enchanting Chattahoochee trillium!

Chattahoochee Trillium

In the early spring, as sunlight filters 
through the canopy, the trillium 

emerges from the forest floor, 
unfurling its leaves and blossoms in a 

magnificent show.

Longnose gar

adaptations that make them well-
suited to today’s southeastern river 
ecosystems. They are relatively long-
lived bony fish (like sharks) that have 
overlapping, armor-like scales on 
their bodies, resulting in few natural 
predators. Longnose gar have gills, but 
they have also adapted to breathe air! 
They have swim bladders that can fill 
with oxygen from the air to help them 
survive in warm, low-oxygen waters. 

Longnose gar have even evolved 
resilient methods of reproducing. 
Females produce up to 30,000 eggs and 
sometimes lay the eggs near bass nests, 
where male bass protect the eggs from 
predators. The adults will hang out in 
the shallow areas, so next time you are 
on the river, look out for these dinosaurs 
of the Chattahoochee.
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Chattahoochee Riverkeeper is 
excited to announce a partnership 

with Columbus State University that 
provides a new opportunity for students, 
faculty, and community members to get 
involved in our Neighborhood Water 
Watch (NWW) program. 

NWW is a community-driven program 
designed to improve water quality 
in our waterways and protect human 
health. Volunteers collect water samples 
and bring them to CRK’s laboratories 
where the samples are promptly 
analyzed for turbidity, conductivity, and 
the presence of  harmful bacteria. Any 
threats indicated are addressed by CRK 
as we work with local governments, 
neighborhood groups, and leaders 
to stop public health threats and restore 
our streams.

Over the past year, we have worked with 
the Biology Department at Columbus 
State University (CSU) to establish a 
NWW laboratory in an existing space 
on their main campus in Columbus. 
CRK is providing IDEXX® Colilert® 
equipment as well as technical training 
and internship opportunities for CSU 

A NEW COLLABORATION WITH 
COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY

DISCOVERING THE WONDERS OF 
THE CHATTAHOOCHEE

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper is proud 
to offer learning experiences that 

help young people discover their love 
for our river and feel empowered to 
protect the river. Now in its second year, 
the Water Warriors Wander + Wonder 
is a one-day environmental education 
and recreation program hosted by CRK 
in collaboration with Paddle4Tomorrow 
and Georgia Audubon. The program 
invites students from around the 
metro Atlanta region to experience a 
birding nature walk, a water science 

From left, Vanisha 
Strahota (CRK Columbus 
Fellow), Ashley Desensi 
(CRK Technical Programs 
Specialist), Dr. Mike 
Newbrey (CSU Senior 
Lecturer), Jess Sterling 
(CRK Technical Programs 
Director), Mike Meyer 
(CRK Neighborhood 
Water Watch Director)

demonstration, and a kayaking lesson 
on the water.

This summer, CRK hosted two events for 
fourth, fifth, and sixth-grade students 
at Sweetwater Creek State Park and 
Murphey Candler Park. Rotating at one-
hour intervals, all 55 participants spent 
time learning about each organizations’ 
missions and participating in hands-on 
educational activities.

At the end of the day, the students were 
brimming with enthusiasm. Parent 

Sarah Lee shared: “My son, as well as his 
friends, really loved it! A huge thank you 
to [CRK outings director Tammy Bates], 
to the volunteers, and especially the 
three programs that worked cohesively. 
We can't wait until next year and my 
youngest, going into second grade this 
year, can't wait until she can do the 
program, as well.”

In July, CRK also hosted a paddle trip 
and science program for high school 
students. Each participant received 
kayak lessons from Kayak Classes 
of Georgia, paddling from Garrard 
Landing in Roswell to the Island 
Ford unit of the Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation Area. The group 
also tested water quality and discussed 
challenges facing the Chattahoochee 
River. 

While immersed in the outdoors, 
these young adventurers deepened 
their personal connections to our 
natural resources and gained a better 
understanding of the role we each play 
in stewarding our waterways. CRK looks 
forward to continuing this valuable 
education program with our partners 
for years to come.

Interested in making a donation to support 
this partnership? Please contact Henry 
Jacobs at hjacobs@chattahoochee.org.

students. Prior to this partnership, the 
nearest NWW lab was located in our 
Middle Chattahoochee outreach office 
in LaGrange. CRK also has NWW labs 
at our offices in metro Atlanta and 
Gainesville. 

“We are very excited about the new 
partnership between Columbus 
State University and Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper because the partnership 
will provide a fantastic opportunity for 
our students to conduct collaborative 
research and gain hands-on lab and field 
experience with CRK water-specialists,” 
says Dr. Michael Newbrey, a senior 
lecturer in the Biology Department. 

“The dedicated lab space for CRK 
demonstrates the commitment CSU has 
to the partnership and in the training of 
students for the study and conservation 
of water resources.”

Along with CSU students and faculty, 
this partnership also provides 
opportunities for community members 
in Columbus, Phenix City, and the 
surrounding region to become NWW 
volunteers and help us monitor local 
waterways on a regular basis. 

To learn more, please contact Ashley 
Desensi at adesensi@chattahoochee.org.

Photo by Tammy Bates
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Photo by Annie Couch

When people talk about the signals 
climate change is sending to 

Georgians, they tend to focus on 
destructive coastal flooding, damaging 
hurricanes, agricultural impacts, and 
the serious implications of heat on 
public health.  

But what does a changing climate 
hold in store for the 430-mile-long 
Chattahoochee River and the more than 
five million people who depend on it?

Because climate change is driven 
by the burning of fossil fuels and 
generation of greenhouse gases, most 
of the conversations about how to stop 
it center on energy production and 
consumption: we must transition to 
renewable generation like solar and 
wind, and stop burning non-renewable 
fossil fuels like coal, natural gas, and 
petroleum products.

As energy consumers, public water 
utilities have a significant role to play 
and are vulnerable to climate change.  
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s new 
report, Water Utilities: On the Front-
Line Fighting Climate Change, addresses 
the less-often understood or discussed 
role public water utilities will play in 
the climate emergency.

Until recently, climate change 
conversations involving water utilities 
have typically focused on fixing chronic 
urban flooding by adapting green 
infrastructure in parks or streets. But 
the truth is that water utilities use 
a tremendous amount of energy to 
provide homes and businesses with 
clean drinking water, to treat that water 
after it is used, and to send it back to 
our waterways. Public water utilities 
can — and must — reduce their carbon 
footprints.

In the context of responding to climate 
change, mitigation means reducing the 
production or generation of carbon 
dioxide – for example, by installing 
solar panels for a renewable source of 
energy.  Adaptation means adapting to 
the conditions we deal with day-to-day – 
like by building green infrastructure to 
reduce urban flooding. Adopting both 
approaches helps make communities, 
and the resources communities depend 
upon, more sustainable and resilient.  

In the Chattahoochee River basin, 
the City of Atlanta is the only local 
government that has developed a 

NEW REPORT: WATER UTILITIES ON FRONT-LINE 
FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE

Read the report online at 
www.chattahoochee.org to learn 
what other climate mitigation 
strategies local governments and 
water utilities can adopt to make 
the Chattahoochee River and its 
communities more resilient and 
sustainable.

comprehensive clean energy plan with 
clear goals to reduce the city’s public 
water utility carbon footprint.

As the city’s second largest municipal 
energy consumer, the Department 
of Watershed Management (DWM) 
is a prime target for carbon burning 
reduction. DWM’s clean energy 
transition strategies include energy 
conservation, facility upgrades, and 
the development of new on-site energy 
generation. On-site projects include 
methane gas energy recovery systems 
at the R. M. Clayton and Utoy Creek 
wastewater treatment plants.  

Additionally, in 2021 the city launched 
the Solar Atlanta Program, currently 

the largest municipal solar program 
in Georgia. To date, Solar Atlanta has 
outfitted nearly two-dozen facilities 
across the city with on-site solar. Of 
those, six DWM facilities – including the 
Chattahoochee and Hemphill drinking 
water treatment plants – will generate 
some electricity via on-site solar panels.

Utoy Creek Water 
Reclamation Plant

The Chattahoochee 
Drinking Water 
Treatment Plant (left) 
and R. M. Clayton 
Water Reclamation Plant 
(right) with the river in 
the foreground and the 
downtown skyline in the 
background Photo by Chattahoochee Riverkeeper

Source: Clean Energy Atlanta

Photo courtesy Cherry Street Energy

Energy Distribution
7 percent of Atlanta's 
electricity is used for 
City of Atlanta municipal 
operations. 93 percent of 
electricity is used by the 
rest of Atlanta. (Source: 
The Greenlink Group)

Municipal 
Operations 
(7%)

Airport (46%)

Watershed (31%)
Traffic & 
Streetlights (10%)
Other (14%)

City-Wide 
Usage
(93%)

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f91d62189677674f6d02ab6/t/5f91e88080fdee7a2aa54f7d/1603397764189/nrdc_100ce_plan_021319_v8_low-res.pdf
https://www.100atl.com/
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MEDIA SPONSORS

Keep up with all of CRK’s events and learn more about how to get involved at chattahoochee.org/events.

RIVER CHAMPION

A record number of volunteers joined Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s 13th 
annual Sweep the Hooch! Equipped with gloves and garbage bags, 

1,400 individuals set out on foot, waded in creeks, and paddled in kayaks 
to pull off one of the heaviest lifts in Sweep the Hooch history, removing 
32 tons of trash from 62 sites throughout the watershed. Thank you to all 
the volunteers and to our sponsors for supporting our mission to achieve a 
Trash-Free Chattahoochee.

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s first annual Waterfest on Earth 
Day, April 22, was a success! CRK’s partners, supporters, 

and community members spent the afternoon at Midland 
Greenway in Gainesville enjoying live music, food, drinks, and 
family-friendly fun – all in support of water conservation and 
education efforts in the headwaters region of the Chattahoochee 
River. Special thanks to the City of Gainesville Water Resources 
and Parks & Recreation departments for their ongoing support 
and the talented artists, musicians, guest exhibitors, volunteers, 
and sponsors who made the day so special. 

https://chattahoochee.org/
https://chattahoochee.org/events/



