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Our journey began with a small group of passionate 
individuals who recognized the urgent need to 

address pollution throughout the Chattahoochee River 
system: the lifeblood of our region and the drinking 
water source for more than five million people. Under 
the leadership of CRK’s Board of Directors and staff, 
and with the support of more than 10,000 members 
and volunteers, we have collectively transformed this 
precious natural resource.

At the heart of our mission is a 
commitment to environmental 
stewardship and community engagement. 
We have leveraged water monitoring, research, 
and legal action to ensure our waters are protected 
now and for future generations. Through advocacy, 
education, and outreach initiatives, we have helped 
empower individuals and communities along all 435 
river miles to become champions for our waterways.

In the last three decades, CRK is proud to have 
welcomed more than 100,000 students and teachers 

This year we are celebrating the 30th anniversary of Chattahoochee Riverkeeper! Since our founding 
in 1994, CRK has been at the forefront of environmental advocacy, spearheading efforts to protect and 
preserve the Chattahoochee River and its lakes and tributaries.

30 YEARS OF KEEPING WATCH

aboard our Floating Classroom program on Lake 
Lanier and West Point Lake, mobilized thousands of 
volunteers to remove more than 1,000 tons of trash 
from the watershed, and prevented billions of gallons 
of sewage and polluted industrial runoff from entering 
our drinking water source.

As the challenges faced by the Chattahoochee River 
have grown over the years, so too have our operations. 
We now maintain regional offices in Gainesville, 
metro Atlanta, and LaGrange, as well as laboratory 
locations at our offices and through partnerships 
with Columbus State University and the University of 
North Georgia.

Whether it’s stopping spills, combating litter 
pollution, or educating the next generation of river 
protectors, our work as environmental stewards never 
ends.  Here's to 30 incredible years of progress and 
many more in service to a healthy, forever flowing 
Chattahoochee River.
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In 1994, the year Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper was founded by 

Rutherford and Laura Seydel, I was 
just a high school freshman who loved 
fishing on the Hooch. I was growing 
concerned about pollution in the river 
and remember hearing news of a major 
pollution lawsuit led by Riverkeeper 
Sally Bethea against the City of Atlanta. 
Little did I know, 13 years later I 
would join the organization as CRK’s 
Watershed Protection Specialist before 
going on to become Riverkeeper and 
Executive Director. 

Over the past 30 years, we have seen 
significant changes to the Chattahoochee 
River system and the demands we place 
on our waters. Sections of the river that 
were once written off as permanently 
polluted are now bouncing back and 
recovering. Downstream of the City of 
Atlanta, water quality has dramatically 
improved thanks to more than $2 billion 
dollars in improvements to Atlanta’s 
sewage system – the result of CRK’s first 
lawsuit. We have documented a 99% 

AGeorgia native and lifelong nature explorer, 
Vanisha Strahota first learned about 

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper while pursuing a B.S. in 
biology at Columbus State University (CSU). After 
graduation, she joined CRK as an intern and later as 
our first Columbus Technical Programs Fellow at our 
newly established CSU lab space. Vanisha’s talents 
are best described by Michael Newbrey, Ph.D., senior 
lecturer of biology at CSU: “She is bright, dedicated, 
broadly trained, and an excellent problem solver, 
making her predisposed to diagnose and identify 
complex environmental problems using science and 
technology.” When not investigating water quality 
issues in Columbus and Phenix City, Vanisha enjoys 
working as a veterinary assistant and spending quality 
time with her toddler and her husband.
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JASON ULSETH
Riverkeeper & Executive Director

For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

decrease in the volume of sewage spills, 
and as a result, the river downstream 
of the city is cleaner than it has been in 
decades.

CRK has experienced tremendous 
growth since 1994. We have increased 
our staff, established new regional 
offices and laboratories, and expanded 
our water monitoring programs, trash 
removal efforts, education, advocacy, 
and outreach. While we have made 
incredible progress, our work will never 
be complete: the Chattahoochee River 
faces new challenges every day, from 
growing populations to a changing 
climate. We must all continue to do our 
part to protect this natural resource. I 
am proud of all that we have achieved 
together with your support and look 
forward to the next 30 years of keeping 
watch over our waters.

FACES OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE:
VANISHA STRAHOTA

Strahota processes water 
samples in the CSU lab space.

REFLECTIONS: CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
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For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

Stream Buffer Restoration Underway
Thanks to a hotline call from a paddler, stream buffer restoration is underway on the Chestatee River in 
Lumpkin County. Officials worked with the property owner to approve and oversee a restoration plan for 
the site, which is being conducted over the fall and winter months to have the best chance of success. Hotline 
calls are important to our work, especially for identifying problems in remote areas with little traffic and 
visibility. Thanks to all the paddlers, anglers, and hikers who help protect our waters by reporting problems!

ON PATROL WITH CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER

In 2018, CRK discovered a plume of muddy water flowing into the river upstream of the City 
of West Point’s drinking water intake. We tracked the source to a solar farm in LaFayette, 
Alabama and filed a complaint with the EPA. As a result, in November 2022 site owner AL 
Solar A agreed to pay civil penalties for violation of the Clean Water Act: $250,000 to the 
U.S. and $250,000 to the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM). 
In January 2024, the site construction manager Swinerton Builders resolved violations with 
the EPA and will pay $540,500 to ADEM and spend $1,402,000 to purchase 14,020 stream 
restoration credits.

During routine river monitoring in March, 
CRK detected dangerously elevated levels of 
bacteria in the Chattahoochee and traced the 
source to the City of Atlanta’s R.M. Clayton 
Water Reclamation Center. Daily water 
samples collected by CRK at R.M Clayton’s 
outfall between March 4 and March 14 
showed E. coli levels an average of 340 times 
higher than the amount recommended by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) for safe water recreation. 

The plant is responsible for treating a large 
volume of Atlanta’s wastewater. The ongoing 
discharge, caused by a malfunction at the 
plant, is sending undertreated wastewater 
into the river in violation of the Clean Water 
Act. CRK is monitoring the discharge and 
the river daily and is working with the City 
of Atlanta to ensure the plant comes back 
into compliance. High bacteria levels pose 
serious risks to public health, especially for 
vulnerable populations like young children, 
the elderly, and people with weakened 
immune systems. 

Visit our website for the latest information 
on this ongoing issue: 
chattahoochee.org/rm-clayton

Largest wastewater treatment 
plant in metro Atlanta fails 

West Point Lake 
Exceeds Chlorophyll-a 
Standards in 2023

Enforcement Actions at 
Alabama Solar Site

In 2023, West Point Lake experienced 
its highest levels of chlorophyll-a (algae) 
in over a decade, surpassing Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) 
standards set in 2013. A state-mandated 
cleanup plan will be triggered if these 
levels are exceeded again within five years. 
The City of LaGrange and individual 
donors support monthly sampling by 
CRK staff at three lake stations, following 
an EPD-approved plan. Combined results 
from CRK and EPD data reveal a gradual 
increase in algae levels since 2014, with 
a notable spike in 2023. CRK staff will 
continue to monitor from April to October 
and work with stakeholders to protect 
water quality in the lake.



4 RIVERCHAT CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER

ACCOMPLISHMENTS by the NUMBERS 2023

SEWER SPILLS 
FOUND AND 
STOPPED BY NWW15

 

167NWW 
VOLUNTEERS AND PARTNERS

105 
Nutrient 
samples tested 
from lakes 
Lanier and 
West Point

2,950 POUNDS OF DISPOSABLES AND 
RECYCLABLES COLLECTED BY TRASH TRAPS

Major wastewater 
treatment plant failure in 
the Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation 
Area (CRNA) identified 
and stopped

1

48 
Volunteer 
cleanup 
events

Tons of trash and recyclables 
removed by volunteers62

CASSI devices collecting 
real time water quality data5

18 SAMPLES FROM URBAN 
STREAMS ANALYZED FOR 
MICROPLASTICS

2,492 CLEANUP 
VOLUNTEERS 

228 
NWW sites 
tested 
weekly

151 Volunteer hours 
accumulated by youth participants 
in Water Warriors programs

70 Industrial operators 
trained in permit compliance

EDUCATION 

373
PARTICIPANTS IN 

WATER WARRIORS 
EDUCATIONAL, 

PADDLE, AND FLY 
FISHING EVENTS

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS ON BOARD 
THE FLOATING CLASSROOMS 6,029

14
In-stream 
trash 
traps in 
operation

WATER 
MONITORING

21 Permit 
comment letters 
and testimonials 
before government 
agencies to maintain 
and advance 
environmental laws

107 Industrial 
sites investigated 
for compliance with 
stormwater rules

ADVOCACY

1,336
NEW MEMBERS

RAIN 
BARRELS 
DISTRIBUTED19

8

O
U

T
R

EA
C

H

43 
COMMUNITY 
EVENTS AND 
FESTIVALS ATTENDED

TRASH-FREE   
CHATTAHOOCHEE

5,559 
Neighborhood 
Water Watch 
(NWW) samples 
collected and tested 

147
BacteriALERT samples 
from the CRNRA tested
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS 
FOR HELPING US KEEP WATCH OVER OUR WATERS!  

RIVER HERO 
($20,000 AND UP) 

Anonymous
Mike Jackson
The James M. 
    Cox Foundation
Mary Jane and 
    Dave Kirkpatrick
Mildred Miller 
    Fort Foundation
Norfolk Southern
    Foundation
The Orvis Company
Reduce
Republic Services
Patti and Don Ross
The Sapelo Foundation
Laura and 
    Rutherford Seydel
The Tides Foundation
Wilson Family Foundation

RIVER BENEFACTOR 
($10,000 - $19,999)

The AEC Trust
Anonymous
Audi Atlanta
Kitty and Glenn Bosio
Amy and Kenton Brown
Callaway Foundation
Cargill
City Of Atlanta
Ellis Communications / 
    Bert Ellis
George Brown Trust
Google
Jeffrey Harper
Herndon Family Fund
Isdell Family Foundation
Marcia and 
    Richard Jacobson
JST Foundation
Kia Georgia 
Roy and Janet 
    Dorsey Foundation
Stockel Family Foundation
Thalia and Michael 
    Carlos Foundation
Wells Fargo
Yamaha Motor 
Manufacturing Corporation 
    of America
Yardi Systems

RIVER DEFENDER 
($5,000-$9,999) 

Anonymous
AON
Beauty Basics
Campbell Foundation
Capital Investment Advisors
Cintra
City of Gainesville
Susan and Carl Coffer
Jennifer and Graham Dorian
Forsyth County
Georgia Aquarium
Abby and Gerard Gunthert
Gwinnett County
Elizabeth Hale
Victor Haydel
Kimberly Clark Corporation
KPMG
KRO Events

Katharine and
    Andrew Montgomery
Sally and Pete Parsonson
Pit Stop
Porsche Cars
Eleanor and Tom Ratchford
Ruby Collins

RIVER ADVOCATE 
($2,500-$4,999) 

Axis Capital
Beverly and John Baker
Carolyn Bibb
Carroll EMC Foundation
City of LaGrange
Cousins Properties
Coweta-Fayette EMC
Diverse Power Foundation
Cheri and Michael English
Ellen and Bob Harris
Hart Family Foundation
Ilene and Ken Kreafle
Ellis Malone
Melissa Mortimer
Scott Satterwhite
David Shaffer
Troup County Board 
    of Education
Lea Volpe
Waterkeeper Alliance
Melody Wilder Wilson 
    and David Wilson

RIVER 
CONSERVATOR 
($1,000-$2,499) 

Jeff and Kim Adams
Anonymous
Atlanta Braves
Atlanta Fly Fishing Club
Karen Bennett
Sally Bethea
Booz Allen Hamilton
Bradco
Clea Calloway
Susana Chavez
Cherry Street 
    Brewing Cooperative
Gail and David Chester
Sidney and Don Childress
Juliet and Jeffrey Cohen
Lori and Ken Cohen
The Community Foundation 
    for Greater Atlanta
Colin Connolly
Missy and Clay Courts
Lauren Craig
Anna F. Dancu
Dekalb County
Denise Donahue and 
    Simone du Boise
James Ehrlich
Elachee Nature 
    Science Center
Lora and Geoffrey Fishman
Ford & Harrison
John and Eileen Gilberto
Joshua Harper
Hartford Insurance
Heard County 
    Development Authority
Elizabeth and Ken Hixson
Richard Horder
Inspire Brands Foundation

Interface
Ryan Kennedy
Cameron Kolar
John Kosar
Wendy and Ken Kraft
Mary Anne and 
    Jaime Lanier
David Lerner
Carol Lipinski
Cecilia and Bill Maher
Donna and Bill Malloy
Mass Mutual
Teresa and 
    Patrick Mawhinney
Eloise Holland and 
    Melissa McClure
McColl Family Foundation 
Elizabeth Meloy
MolsonCoors
Jackie and Tony Montag
Ellen and Melvin Moore
Andrew Murray
Newnan Utilities Foundation
NoFo Brew Company
Brad Oppenheimer
Andy Orlin
Tim Osby
Kirsten and Peter Protos
Andrea and John Pruitt III
Chris Runkle
Kimberly Bowman Scott 
    and Brad Scott
Beth and Bob St. Jean
William Stahl
Stanley Family Foundation
James Steinberg
Jennifer Still
Cameron Ives and 
    David Stockert
Julie and Louis Todd
*Alan Toney
Mary and Trey Turner
UPS
Krist and Ben Voyles
West Atlanta Watershed  
    Alliance
Mary and Charlie Yates 
Family Fund
Abby and David Yates
Katherine and 
    Charles Young
Tim Zierden

RIVER PATRON 
($500-$999) 

Sara Zeigler and Phil Amon
Graham Anthony
Nicole Armentrout
Atlanta International School
Baldino Community Services
Marcia Bansley
Carol Bartlett
Ann and Ted Beason
John and Teresa Beech
Charles Bethea
Jeri Breiner
Jennifer Bronner
Ruth Brooks
Paula and James Burzotta
Clayton Distributing 
    Company
Brandy Cohen-Brown
Coweta County Water and 
    Sewerage Authority
Greta Crowley
Amy Crownover

Susan and Ron Determann
Mr. and Mrs. James DeVries
Dunwoody Garden Club
*Mary Anne and 
    Brian Ericson
Audra and Daniel Esrey
Ethel Kight 
    Elementary School
Gainesville Parks & 
    Rec Foundation
Alva Maria Edmondson 
    and Lytt I. Gardner
Georgia River Network
Sandy Goldman
Joan and Bill Goodhew III
Helen and John Gordon
Catherine Hall
Evans Harrell
John Heigl
Alex Herrin
Hettich America
Sam Hudson
Scott Ingram
Jason Jager
Tracey and Bob Johnson
Jane Harmon and 
    Mikell Jones
Douglas Kallman
Lucy and Jim Kieffer
Annie Godfrey and 
    John Kittle, Jr.
Lee Kolber
Heather Kopanoff
Juliet Leibu
Lenbrook Square Foundation
Meredith and Daniel Locke
Laura Mace
Tony Martin
Ashley McElreath
Jaime McMurtrie
Donna Mincey
Jeff Mokotoff
Janna and Gene Morgan
Amanda and Doug Penn
Kent and Jamie Pryor
Gregory Puckett
R & B Charitable Account
Vandana and 
    Bhaskar Ramani
Kalley and Paul Range
Clare and Norm Richie
Ryan Risher
Steve Romeyn
Stan Samuels
Tony Scavo
Deborah and 
    Gregory Schwarz
Jonathan Scott
Martha and 
    Conner Seabrook
Esther and Jim Stokes
Surfrider Foundation 
    Georgia Chapter
Amish Thakker
Jeff Thaler
Kyndall Thiessen
Peter Thomas
Liz and Andy Thompson
Troup Extension 4H
Numan Waheed
Jessica Williams
Diana Wilson
*Catherine Woodling 
    and Evan Strange

FRIEND OF THE 
RIVER ($250-$499)

Lea Agnew
Ethan Andelman 
Anonymous
Mark Anthony
*Scott Barber

Patricia Barmeyer
Rose and Mark Barton
Callie and Riddick Beebe
Katlyn and Forrest Bell
Valerie and 
    Christopher Bennett
Penelope and Ronnie Bernath
Kirsten and Jim Braden
Grant Braden
Marti Breen
Brenau Downtown Center
Susan and Bill Brooksher
Collins Brown
John Bullard
Fran Burst-Terranella
Jay Clark
*Erin and Joh Clarke
Mitchell Clifton
Jen Close
Betty and Sean Coy
Jane Alice Craig
Len Cripe
Kristen and Sherman Curry
Grayson Daughters
Deborah Donovan
Sandi and David Dunbar
Linton Eberhardt
Anne and Martin Emanuel
The Exceptional Way
Pat Fagan
First Presbyterian Church
Sean Fitzsimmons
Daniel Fogel
Frank Family Foundation
Catherine Pendleton 
    and Robert Fritz
Pat and Sidney Gay
Jennifer Gilbert
Tamra and Steve Glenn
Thomas Gore
Carroll Ray Hall
*Michelle Henriques
Frank Holden
Robin and Henry Jacobs
*Bryan Jenkins
Diane and 
    Gene Korzeniewski
Joyce and Stephen Kramar
Lafayette Society of 
    Performing Arts
Joey Lancaster
John A. Lanier
Jessica Lanier
Mark Lovstrom
Betty Obenshain and 
    Brad Marsh
Shaun Martin
Suzanne and Mike Masters
Ileana McCaigue
Christi McCully
Modern Woodmen
Marjorie Hall and   
    Christopher Muscato
North Georgia Label
Marcia Knight and 
    Donald Orr
John O'Sullivan
Elizabeth Parr
Craig Pendergrast
Perry Family
Tim Phillips
Christine and 
    Anthony Pitrone
Octavia Prevatt
Pure Life Studios
David Raucher
Walt Ray
Cindy and Eric Ringwall
Victor Robinson
Christine Rodriguez
Karen and Clay Rolader
Kelli Carroll and David Ross

Donors July through December 2023
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Glen Rubin
Brian Ruppert
Karen and Marshall Sanders
Linley Schmarkey
Andrew Schock
Reid Scott
Neal and Tejal Shah
Elizabeth and 
    Mike Skrynecki
Meghan Smithgall
Mark Soll
Catherine and John Spillman
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Ann Steel
Amanda and Nate Stibbs
Lynn and Shea Sullivan
Wolfgang Tiedtke
Kay Todd
Brandon Torng
Pete Trench
Mary Tucker
University of Georgia
Veedhulur Family
Amy Landesberg and 
    John Whitemore
Mary Frances Williams
James Williams

RIVER SUPPORTER 
($101-$249)

Gregg Adzema
Jan Albitz
America's Boating 
    Club Atlanta
John Ames
Aryshire Fiddle Orchestra
Maryann Azar
Barron Barnes
*William Bell
Chris Bertrand
Bilotto Family
Katherine Booth
Lisa Borowsky
Michael Bradley
Jonathan Braun
Marcia Brelsford
*Annelies Carl
Cheryl and Jesse Carson
Drew Carter
Christopher Cassell
A. Alfred Chahine 
    and E Britton
Alice and 
    Dennis Champagne
Terry Chappell
*Shelley Childers
Ben Clary
*Stephanie Van Parys and 
    Rob Cleveland
The Coca-Cola Company
Richard Cohen
Dan Colestock
Peter Collins
Jaclyn and Michael Connell
Catherine and Jeff Cortright
Hope Covington
Caroline and Tom Crittenden
Jay Croft
Mary Lou Dabbs
Benjamin Dahl
Dekalb County Soil and  
  Water Conservation District
Jeff Denneen
Jill Disney
*Andrew Doherty
Mary and 
    Andrew Dugenske
Ken Durand
Chris Durant
Stefanie Dye and 
    Mark Schurmann
Michael Eckhardt
Jeannette Engel
Susan Ferguson
Ronda Fox
Michelle Frost
Cathy and Fred Fussell

Tammy and Curt Helling
Cynthia and  John Hicks
Hillside Montessori
Ina Allison and Jeff Hite
Andrea Hjerpe
Amanda Hoffman
Bill Hollett
Daniel Hourigan
Ralph W. Howard
Anne and Rene Huberdeau
Cathy and Robert Hughes
*Brianne and Kevin Jeselnik
Leon Johnson
Carl Johnston
Colleen and Barry Jones
Kelly Jordan
Miriam Jorns
Cecily and Henry Kannapell
Mary Keesee
Mary Kilgo
Jack Killorin
Christopher Kingsbury
Nancy Jo and Daniel Kirk
William Kitchens
The Kroger 
    Company Foundation
Michelle Lanier
Jeff Lebow
Cathie Lee
Barbara and Art Mathis
Sandra and George Maule
Michael McBride
John McCloskey
Charles McCoy
Peter McHale 
Judy and Taylor Merrill
*Andrea and 
    Kevin Middlebrooks
Jonoise and 
    Charles Morehead
Ann and Scott Offen
*Eric Ottenberg
Louise Panter
Sandra and Thomas Parker
Lori Parker
Rick Perez
Matt Peterson
Vicki Pheil
Jean and Marc Pickard
Walter Pickell
Elizabeth Appleby and 
    Jesus Pineda-Ponce
Diane and David Pitts
Richard Porter
Marisa and David Preston
Gail Pyle 
Glenn Quiggle
John Reilly
Jessica Reissig
Chris Rhodes
JR Risick
Susanne Keough and 
    Sydney Roberts
Andrew Rodriquez
Diane Rothberg
*Sue Roy
Amanda Rugenski
Ann and Steve Rushing
Zain Salim
Thomas Salter
*Alexandra Sawicki
Bob Schmitt
Paul Schramm
Burke Searls
William Serravezza
Joseph Sewards
Tim Shabanowitz
Cheryl Shaw
*Jennifer Simcox
Lisa Simpson
Kristina and Leonard Sinclair
Kara and Branch Sinkule
David Smalley
Randy Smith
Bethany and Patrick Spivey
Joseph Sroka
Joy and Fred Staeck

Bob Stasiowski
Ruth Sutton
*Logan Terheggen
Walker Thomas
Tracy Thurkow
*David Todd
Laurie and Peter Tosto
Sonya Tremblay
Unicoi Outfitters
Dipak Vashi
Ganesh Venugopal
Melanie and Keith Vickers
Anbarasan Vincent
John Wegner
Alecia Welsh
Jim Whooley
*Cindy Wilsky
Mark Woodall

NEW AND RENEWING
DONORS ($100 AND LESS)

Accenture
Kathy Adamo
James Albert
Patience Allan-Glick
*Walter Allen
*Tanine Allison
Valerie and Cotten Alston
Robert Amstutz
*Aaron Anderson
Jan and Mike Angstadt
Nataly Arias McAlpin
Amber Ash
Ryan Atkinson
Leeann Attanucci
Paul Aughey
Nancy and Brent Aulenbach
Jo Ann Bachman
*James Bailey
Eberardo Barajas
Sandy and Lenny Barmak
Korey Barnes
Dustin Barney
Molly Baroco
Jacob Battisti
George Bean
Carol and Alan Beatty
Michael Benist
Joe Bernath
Alankritha Bhushan
Sylvia Black
Suzanne Blackwell
Ann Blair
Robin Boulter
Margery and William Bouris
Lindsey Bower
*Eric Boye
*Brendan Boyle
Paula Bradford
Ryan Brainard
Rachel Braun
Teri Brennan
James Britton
Deana and Bob Brooksher
Jason Broshear
Rebekah Hudgins and 
    Greg Brough
Jeff Brown
Jane and Richard Brown
Heath Bryant
John Burns
Steve Burns
Chris Burns
Kirby Burt
Rachel Burt
Peggy Amend and 
    Bob Buschman
Ashley Bush
Amy Bush
Charles Byrd
Judy Byrd
Audra Byrn
Catherine Calhoun
Victoria Calvin
Grace Camp
Tony Campbell
Janelle Canopy

Mel Cardinal
*Natalie Carlin
*Allison Carter
Nick Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation 
    of America
Chattahoochee Coffee 
    Company
Gayle and Rudy Chimo
Jackie Choice
Citizens Charitable 
    Foundation
Alexandra Class Freeman
Chuck Clayton
Pam Coffey
Brandi Coggia
Debra Cohen
Edith Collins
Rose Connolly
Lory Conte Hill
Dave Conti
Edward Cook
Joe Cook
Roberta Cook
Abeni Cooper
Katherine Coppedge
Darren Cotton
Arwen Coy
Lucas Crawford
Mary Creech
Carol Crews
Lucas Curry
Mahendiran Damodaran
Jennifer Daniels
Marc Daniels
Craig D'Arcy
*Walter Davis
Melissa Davis
Tobey Davis
Pratt Davis
Nanette Davis
Dian and Michael Deimler
Maxine Denniston
Jeff Dils
Don Dinkel
Kelsey Dolan
Keegan Donegan
Rebecca Donnelly
David Durbin
Elizabeth and William Eager
Janina Edwards
Karen Egan
Annamarie Eustice
Elizabeth and 
    Mathew Fallon
Pat Farmer
Ingrid Ferbert
Andrew Fine
Melissa and Mark Flom
Denise and William Flook
Susan and Patrick Foster
Kathleen Fox
Angela Foxworth
Scott Francis
Dennis Frank
Tanya Frazee
Linda and Frank Frederick
Michelle Freeman
Robin Friedman
Friends of The Hawkes   
    Library
Joan Frierson
Davis Fry
Doug Fulle
Helaine Woodroof and 
    Stacy Funderburke
Dorothy Gabrels
Margaret Gaines
Allen Gatlin
Donna and Jim Gawlas
Pamela Giles
Peggy Gillen
Jared Gilman
Laurie and David Ginburg
GIPL
Laura Shannon Godbey
Bobby Goldstein

Susan Gonzalez
Mary and Frank Gordon
Peter Gordon
Ashton Graydon
Marilyn Gudenas
Bo Gunn
Jared Guyer
Habersham Democrats
Michael Hagearty
James Hale
Tatiana Hallam
Halley Giving Fund
Glenda Hamilton
Kathleen Hanna
Scott Hansard
Art Hansen
Paul Hardie
Betsy Hare
Thomas Harper
Mary O. Harrison
Cyndy Hartz
Christine and Alex Hassell
*Michael Hastings
Teena Stern and 
    Don Haugen
David Haugen
Sterling Hawkins
*Carol Hayes
Judy Meyer and 
    Gene Helfman
*Michael Hellerstein
Kate Helms
Marsady Henderson
Susan Hendricks
Kristy Hene
Thomas Hensley
Britney Hernandez
Barry Hester
Chris Hester
*Lesley High
Brigitte Hoarau
Wendy Hogg
Michael Honnold
Tom Hooks
Shae Hoschek
*Charles Hoskins
Darryl Howell
Kelley Hutchinson
Charles Hyatt
Jennie Inglis
Garrick Isert
Margaret Ivey
Chloe Rhea Beauford and  
    David Iwaniec
Bryan Jacob
*Alicia and Hal Jacobs
Kirk Jacobsen
*Moshe Jacobson
*Kimberly James
*Peter James
Michael Jenkins
Melissa Thurmond and 
    Elliott Jones
Cheryl Jones
Tracey Jordan
Alexander Jordan
Jessica Karp
Gloria and Dean Keegan
Cheryl and Jason Keeline
Jim Kennedy
Susan Kenny
Robert Kershaw
David Keys
Stephen Kiehl
Harriet and Kip Kirkpatrick
Sabrina and Hank Klausman
Cathy and Larry Knight
Angela Kolar
Gloria Korkus
Holly and Marshall Korschun
Barbara Koss
Jonathan Kothenbeutel
Peter Kowalski
Art Kunberger
Ryan Kunjbehari
Anup Lakare
Betsy Lancaster
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Linda Lanier
Hart Law
Judy Lawrence
Caroline Leavitt
Marie and Wiley Lewis
Joan and Bruce Leyton
Qingshan Li
Charles Lindamood
Larry Long
Jesse Long
Adrianne Lordi
Harris Lowe
David Lowrance
Barbara Lynn
Paul Malaspina
Rachel Manning
Steve Mapel
Christopher Marques
Libby Marshall
Rhonda and Lonny Martin
Dorothy Martin
Peter Martin
Casey Martin
Anne Mather
Susan Matzuras
Wendee and Ben Maxwell
Julie McCarty
Lauren and Randy McDow
Lawrence McHugh
Mark McIntosh
Michael McKinney
Sonya McMichael
Valerie McMullian
Susan McNeese
Stuart Meddin
Olivia Menard
Mark Merlin
Elsa Gaines and Joe Meyer
Debbie and Jud Miller
Tonya Miller
Jean and Bill Millkey
Kaye and Greg Minchew
Scott Misico
Emma Mixon
Shaundon Moore
*Bradley Moore 
Jackie Morales
Jennifer and Mike Morris
Michael Morrison
*Jennifer Morrissey
James Morrow
Cliff Mortimer
David Mitchell Muehring
John Mukavetz
Richard Neath
Gail and John Neeld
Roy Neill
Joyce Neuner
New York Life Insurance / 
    Hudson Financial Group
Codi Norred
Northside Kiwanis Foundation 
    of Atlanta
Beth and Roger Nott
Brandi Obrien
Fran and Steve O'Day
Kristin O'Hara
David Okeefe
Denise and Tim Olive
Joyce Oliver
Hooi Luen Ong
Catherine and Dudley Ottley
Nicholas Padovani
*Howard and Jennifer Page
Marianne Parker 
Dey and Pick Parks
Christine Parsons
Brecklen Pavlich
Angela Petroni
Karen and Joel Piassick
Richard Pickering
Jan Pierce
Emily Pike
Mariana Pinango
Kathy and Greg Pitts
Patricia and Charles M. 
Plumly II Family Foundation

Harcourt Poitier
Kowsika Ponnusamy
Patrick Powers
Patti Price
Tammy Purves
Jason Rambler
David Ramirez
Stephanie Rand
Aysha Rashid
Michele Reale
Roberta and Chip Reed III
Ellen Reneke
Rollin Richmond
Ryan Richter
Matthew Risser
Kristen Rivera
Michelle Robinson
Kristi Romuald
*Paul Rosenzweig
*Sydney Rubin
Bob Ruby
Chris Ryg
Sue Binder and Jeff Sacks
Brandi Sanders
Deborah Sandford
Nancy and John Sanker
Rein and Jane Saral
Tina Sarkar
Donald Sauter
Julie Schrodt
Susan Lunn and 
    Kurt Schurenberg
Robert Scott
Cindy Shafer
*Casey Sharp
Nancy and Cyrus Sharp
Angie Sheaffer
Tammy Shiflett
*Esther Shin
Ward Silver
Richard Simmons
Pamela and Jeffrey Simyon
Suzanne Smith
Sheila J Smith		
Bryan Smith
Burton Smith
Jacquie Smyth
Grant Solomon
Pingping Song
Diana Sosa
*Arthur Spalding
Gena and Mike Spears
Michael St Louis
St. Anne Pacelli 
    Catholic School
Joy and Fred Staeck
Irene Stannard 
James Stark
Jenny Stevens
Carol Stewart
Charlie Stewart
Karli Stites
Alyson Stober
Robert Stout
Kimberly Sturm
Tally Sweat
Donna and James Sylvan
Joyce Taaffe
Lance Tankersley
Gordon Tatro
Georgia Taylor
Teacher Alliance
*Kelly Teem
Thomas Thompson
Hilton Thompson
Daniel Thompson
Andrea Timpone
Timothy Todd
Rihana Todd
Amelia Tomasulo
Vicki and Walter Tschinkel
Circe Tsui
William Turk
Jessica Turnbull
Tyler Turner
Kaysa Vaarre

Cali Patneaude and 
    Zady Van
Duncan Van Pelt
Lynn Boyd and Harry Vann
Jackie Vaughn
Martha Vawter
Christy Von Pusch
David Waits
Dawn Walker
Jim Walker
Ronald Walker
Lynn Walston
Karen Walters
Gail and Michael Warren
Ali Washer
Cathy Washington
Bruce Weaver
Robert Weeks
James Weisel
Philip Weltner
Donna Werner
Janet Westervelt
Barbara Wheeler
Christine Whitmire
Linda Wiant
Nicole Wien
Edward Wight
Lori Williams
Robert Williamson
Regina Worth
Stacey Yancey
Peter Yip
Annie Zhang
Matthew Zoss

IN HONOR OF/
MEMORIALS 
In honor of Ellen Begley
Amry Stanley
In honor of Jeremiah Blair
Diane Ledbetter
In honor of Stephanie White 
Carter
Mike Carter
In honor of Gary Champagne
Alice and Dennis Champagne
In memory of 
Manuel Chavez Sr.
Susana Chavez
In memory of Mitt Conerly
Jeanne Conerly
In honor of Connor Cottle
Samantha Conrad
In honor of Sean Coy
Arwen Coy
In honor of Fran Cullen
Alexander Cullen
In honor of John Drucker
Kathryn King
In honor of Bert Ellis
Selig Foundation
In honor of Susan Fletcher
Christy Rutledge
In honor of Joan Frierson
Art Hansen
In honor of Ted Turner and 
Shearon and Taylor Glover
Mandy and Knox Culpepper
In honor of Henry Jacobs
Pat and Sidney Gay
In honor of  
Richard Jacobson
Marshall Hyatt
In honor of Gary and  
Jan Johnson
Susan and Dan Koier
In honor of Rabbi Cantor 
John Kaplan
Melissa Bloomfield

In honor of Sydney Roberts 
and Susanne Keough
Larimore Roberts
In honor of Becca Klein
Mollie Boaz
Jonathan Mayer
In honor of  
Chris Manganiello
Kira Coggeshall
In honor of Michael McGee
Marianne and Jim McGee
In honor of Zimra Medwin
Diane and Kent Alexander
Shawn Blacharski
Abby and Stacy Hyken
Jarrett Jackson
Gregory Lawrence
Heather Low
Dan Medwin
Tobin Robeck
Ellen and Eric Schwartz
In honor of 
Dr. Kim Serravezza and 
David Millians
William Serravezza
In honor of Judith and Dolph 
Orthwein
Woodie Wisebram
In honor of Sue Perez
Kimberly and Brad Scott
In memory of Bill Perry
Hollie and Jay Hopkins
Anne and Joseph Markham
James Sewell
Laura Stevenson
Robert Vance
Claudia Venable
In honor of Dennis Simeone 
and Shirley Puckett
Ann and Scott Offen
In honor of John Pruitt
Jennifer Deak
In memory of 
Robert Randall
Austin Bove
Bryce Redinger
In honor of 
Margaret Reneke
Ellen Reneke
In honor of Mahipal Saran
Chinmaya Saran
In honor of Matthew Sayers
Margaret Sayers
In memory of 
John Rutherford Seydel
Susan and Carl Cofer
In honor of Laura Seydel
Charles Scribner
In memory of John Shaw
Ivy Rutzky
In honor of Joanna Skinner
Martha Ponder
In honor of Diane and Steve 
Stugan
Sharon and John Nissley
In honor of Stephanie Stutts
Jeff Thaler
In memory of Bill Thomsen
Atlanta Fly Fishing Club
Amanda Miller
In honor of Don Young
J.M. Huber Corporation

GIFTS IN-KIND 
Alliance Theater
Alpharetta Outfitters
American Spirit  
    Whiskey Distillery

Ameris Bank Amphitheatre
Atlanta Hawks
Atlanta History Center
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
Atlanta United FC
Audi Atlanta
Barbour
Tammy Bates
Blue Ridge Scenic Railway
Mollie Boaz
Booth Western Art Museum
Will Boswell
Brown Trout Fly Fishing
Café Intermezzo
Canoe  Restaurant
Capon Springs and Farms
Dahlonega Brewery
DB bar D Outfitters
Dawn Carlson
The Dinner Detective
Cartecay Vineyards
Catch Release Entertainment
Cherry Street Brewing 
    Cooperative
Chicopee Woods Golf Course
Dad's Garage Theater
Elachee Nature 
    Science Center
Elohee Retreat Center
Etowah Meadery
Express Vets
Fermented ATL
Friends of Georgia State 
Parks and Historic Sites
Georgia Aquarium
Google
Michael Graham
Great Wolf Lodge
Gunshow
Gwinnet Stripers
High Museum of Art
Kendra Scott LLC
Rebecca S. Klein
Len Foote Hike Inn
Maker's Mark
Frank Martin
Mauri Fly Fishing
Carol McIntosh
Elizabeth Meloy
Mulberry Gap
Nantahala Outdoor Center
Steve Nygren
Ormsby's
Orvis Alpharetta
Orvis Buckhead
Patagonia Atlanta
Porsche Cars
Don Ray
Reduce
REI (Perimeter)
Republic Services
Reynolds Lake Oconee
Maddy Risser
River Forks Park
Rock City Gardens
Gordon Rogers
Jeremy Rogers
Scamper RV Rentals
Serenbe
Six Flags Over Georgia
Sweetland Amphitheater
Tellus Science Museum
Third Door
Tie One On Fly Fishing
Tito's Vodka
Total Wine & More
Unexpected Atlanta
Unicoi Outfitters
UV Skinz
Van Michael Salon
    (Buckhead)
Wild Adventures Theme Park
Wildwood Outfitters
The Woodall Westside
World of Coca-Cola
Tom Wilson
Zoo Atlanta

*The Ripple Effect monthly 
sustainers

CRK RECEIVES 100% BOARD 
AND EMPLOYEE GIVING



8 RIVERCHAT CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s outreach 
office in the Middle Chattahoochee 

region has moved from the Downtown 
Square of LaGrange to the shores of 
West Point Lake at the new  Oakfuskee 
Conservation Center!

The new space includes an indoor 
classroom for the land-based portion of 
the  West Point Lake Floating Classroom 
program. Students can now experience 
additional hands-on activities during 
field trips, including a working model of a 
watershed, an aquarium, and microscopes 
for the study of phytoplankton and 
zooplankton species that live in the lake. 

The office and laboratory will 
connect us with ongoing activities at 
the Oakfuskee Center and allow our staff 
to continue our regional program work 
– monitoring water quality on the lake, 
river, and nearby tributaries. The entire 
space overlooks West Point Lake, with 
floor-to-ceiling windows showcasing the 
reservoir that CRK has worked tirelessly 
for thirty years to protect and preserve.

The  Oakfuskee  Conservation Center  is 
a Troup County facility at Pyne Road 
Park with space for conferences and 
events. We sincerely appreciate Troup 
County’s invitation to work together 
on the development of a portion of the 
lower level of the building. From 2011 
to 2023, we were fortunate to have our 
outreach office in Downtown LaGrange 
thanks in large part to the leadership of 
Charles Smith, a long-time member of 
CRK’s Board of Directors.

The new space 
includes an 
indoor classroom 
for the land-
based portion of 
the West Point 
Lake Floating 
Classroom 
program.

Welcome to the newly opened outreach 
office on the shores of West Point Lake.

The entire space 
overlooks West Point 
Lake, with floor-to-
ceiling windows

Visit us 
Oakfuskee Conservation Center

300 Kingfisher Lane
LaGrange, GA 30240

We are 
extremely grateful to the donors 
who helped fund the build-out 
of our new classroom, office, 
and laboratory: 
Ray C. Anderson Foundation, 
Callaway Foundation, Charter 
Foundation, Alice Huffard 
Richards Fund, WestPoint Fund, 
Kia Georgia, Interface, Pete and 
Sally Parsonson, and the Hart 
Family Foundation.

A NEW HOME 
ON WEST POINT LAKE
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When most people think of 
Georgia wildflowers, they picture 

springtime. However, fall is a wonderful 
time to get out and see what’s blooming. 
In the heart of the Chattahoochee River 
Basin, a rare gem of the southeastern 
United States thrives in quiet resilience—
the Georgia aster (Symphyotrichum 
georgianum).

The Georgia aster blooms from 
September to November, displaying 
some of the largest blooms of the season. 
With bright purple flowers and slender 
leaves, it is hard to mistake for smaller 
species. It prefers rocky, open areas and 
is drought-tolerant once established. 
Numerous pollinators and wildlife 
depend on it as a food source ahead of 
the winter months.

This sun-loving plant thrives along 
roadsides, in open fields, and in 
meadows. With its special habitat 

preferences, this species faces a myriad 
of threats that have led to it being 
considered for federal endangered 
species status. Habitat loss, invasive 
species encroachment, and climate 
change are the biggest challenges to its 
survival.

Despite these challenges, there is hope 
on the horizon. Conservation initiatives 
in Georgia are gaining momentum, 
bringing together local communities, 
government agencies, and non-profit 
organizations to protect and restore 
the species. According to the Georgia 
Native Plant Society, there are six sites 
in the Chattahoochee River National 
Recreation Area where the species is 
being managed. Management projects 
like these demonstrate the collective 
commitment to safeguarding the 
region's rich biodiversity.

After admiring the wildflowers of spring 

THE BANDED WATER SNAKE OF THE COASTAL PLAINS

When enjoying the waters of the 
Coastal Plains of Georgia, you 

may encounter one of the region’s 
most common snake species, the 
banded water snake (Nerodia fasciata). 
This misunderstood snake is often 
confused with its venomous cousins, the 
cottonmouth and copperhead.

There are key characteristics that 
distinguish cottonmouth and 
copperhead snakes (members of the pit 
viper family) from water snakes like 
the banded. Water snakes have narrow 
heads that are slender like their body 
shape, while pit vipers have distinct, 
triangular-shaped heads. Pupil shape is 
also an important identifier: pit vipers 

have slit pupils, while water snakes have 
round pupils. The bands on pit vipers are 
also narrow at the top of their bodies, 
while water snake bands are widest at 
the top and are typically symmetrical. 

Observing behavioral traits can also 
help with snake identification. Water 
snakes bask in limbs overhanging the 
water, while aquatic pit vipers bask 
on land or low-lying stumps and logs. 
When swimming, water snakes can and 
will fully submerge themselves, whereas 
pit vipers always swim with their heads 
above the water.

While myths and misconceptions 
surround water snakes, it is important 

to dispel terms like "nope ropes" and 
"danger noodles." Such labels perpetuate 
unnecessary fear of these snakes and 
hinder conservation efforts. Unlike 
venomous species, banded water snakes 
pose no threat to humans and should be 
respected for their role in controlling 
pest populations. As with all snakes 
found in the Chattahoochee River Basin, 
they should be admired from a distance!

PROTECTING THE GEORGIA ASTER: 
A SPECIES OF CONCERN IN THE CHATTAHOOCHEE BASIN

and summer, remind yourself to get 
out this fall and see if you can find the 
elusive Georgia aster near you!

Photo by Tom Wilson

Photo by Julia Thompson

American Lady 
butterfly perched 
atop Georgia aster.
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CRK recently conducted its first-ever 
comprehensive study of microplastic 

contamination in tributaries of 
the Chattahoochee River. Plastic 
fragments smaller than 5 mm, known as 
microplastics, pose a growing threat to 
aquatic ecosystems. While microplastics 
in oceans have garnered significant 
media and academic attention, much 
less is known about their presence in 
freshwater streams.

Between February and August of 2023, 
CRK analyzed 19 water samples from 
the Chattahoochee River Basin using 
a protocol developed by the French 
Broad Riverkeeper in North Carolina. 
Stream samples are collected in glass 
jars, filtered to remove sediment, 
and observed under a microscope to 
identify microplastics. CRK Fellow 
Gillian Barber identified plastic fibers, 
fragments, microbeads, and films in the 
samples.

UNVEILING MICROPLASTIC CONTAMINATION 
IN THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER

W e are thrilled to commemorate 
the fifth anniversary of the Becca 

Sue Klein All Kids Fish program, an 
initiative that has brought together 
environmental education and outdoor 
access for children from all walks of 
life. Named after longtime CRK staffer 
and fly angler Becca Sue Klein, the 
program was established in 2019 with 
the vision of providing children with 
meaningful experiences in fishing and 
environmental education regardless of 
socioeconomic status.

Through partnerships with local 
schools, community organizations, 
and outdoor enthusiasts, the program 
has reached hundreds of children 
across the Southeast. By offering 
hands-on fly-fishing experiences, 
educational workshops, and mentorship 
opportunities, the program has helped 
participants foster a deeper sense of 
connection with and appreciation for 
nature.

A major achievement of the program 
has been its commitment to tackling 
obstacles that prevent historically 

underrepresented communities from 
accessing outdoor spaces. Every 
participant goes home with their own 
fly rod and gear so they can continue 
fishing, breaking down financial and 
cultural barriers and making outdoor 
access more equitable.

As we celebrate this milestone, we 
recognize the dedicated volunteers, 
generous donors, and passionate 
educators who have made the Becca Sue 
Klein All Kids Fish program a resounding 
success. Their unwavering commitment 
to environmental education and 
inclusivity has transformed the lives of 
countless children and paved the way 
for a more sustainable future.

By providing children from all 
backgrounds with opportunities to 
connect with nature and learn about 
environmental stewardship, the program 
has become a catalyst for positive change. 
In commemorating five impactful years, 
let us recommit ourselves to creating a 
world where every child has the chance 
to experience the wonders of nature and 
become a champion for the environment.

Plastic fibers made up 83% of all 
identified microplastics. On average, 
Barber discovered 5.11 fibers per liter, 
0.79 fragments per liter, 0.13 microbeads 
per liter, and 0.18 films per liter.

Despite growing concern for their 
environmental impacts, there are 
currently no regulatory limits for 
microplastics concentrations in 
waterways. “This year-long study sheds 
light on the presence of microplastics 
in our rivers, emphasizing the need 

Microplastic sample from a 
tributary (color enhanced).

Most Common 
Microplastics

83% Fibers
12% Fragments
2% Microbeads
3% Films

for continued monitoring and public 
awareness” says Barber. 

CRK plans to continue monitoring 
microplastics and increase trash removal 
efforts through volunteer cleanups and 
in-stream trash traps. Our proactive 
approach aims to curb plastic entering 
our waterways before it can degrade into 
microplastics.

As we grapple with the implications of 
microplastic contamination, collective 
efforts to reduce plastic use and 
promote responsible disposal practices 
are paramount to safeguarding our 
waterways for future generations.

BECCA SUE KLEIN ALL KIDS FISH      
COMMEMORATES FIFTH YEAR

Interested in learning more? 
Text ALLKIDSFISH to 41444 and 
follow the link to get involved today!

Photos by Matthew Choe



RIVERCHAT 11 WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG

D espite progress in reducing 
some sources of pollution, high 

nutrient levels in Lake Lanier remain 
a significant threat to the lake’s health. 
Excess nutrients can lead to algae 
blooms that harm aquatic life, affect the 
taste and odor of drinking water, and 
may cause harmful algal blooms that 
can make the lake unsafe for swimming. 
In 2019, the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division (EPD), local water 
utilities, CRK, and other community 
stakeholders came together to create a 
cleanup plan to address excess nutrients 
in the lake. As a result of this plan, 
the amount of nutrients that flow into 
Lake Lanier from wastewater treatment 
plants is tightly controlled. 
In 2023, Lumpkin County proposed 
to build a new wastewater treatment 
plant to serve a hospital in its growing 
community. The plant will discharge 
wastewater (containing nutrients) to 
the Chestatee River embayment of Lake 
Lanier; however, under the 2019 cleanup 
plan, Lumpkin County is not allowed to 
discharge any new sources of nutrients 
into the lake. To meet the wastewater 

Photo by Annie Couch

WATER QUALITY TRADING PROPOSED 
FOR LAKE LANIER WATERSHED

In December of 2023, CRK was pleased 
to learn about a proposed Apalachicola-

Chattahoochee-Flint Agreement to cool 
the decades-long “water wars.”  

The announcement from the governors 
of Alabama and Georgia established clear 
strategies to work towards a resolution 
of years of conflict over how to share 
water. Since the 1990s, one of the initial 
strategies to resolve the “water wars” 
was an agreement on how much water 
was enough to sustain the states’ and the 
river’s futures. This agreement proposes 
to do just that, and that is a reason to be 
optimistic.  

CRK remains cautious because we are 
still learning about the details of the 
agreement. We have not evaluated the 
full implications or possible impacts 
of the proposed “flow objectives” 
on Columbus (Georgia), Columbia 
(Alabama), and other parts of the 
Ap a l a c h i c o l a - C h at t a h o o c h e e - F l i n t 
River Basin.  

Additionally, we want to ensure any 
changes to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ Water Control Manual do 
not result in changes to existing flow 
requirements, including a minimum 
flow requirement of 750 cubic feet per 

second (cfs) at Peachtree Creek. CRK 
has historically advocated for a more 
protective minimum flow requirement 
at this location to ensure water quality 
standards are met downstream. 

CRK looks forward to actively engaging 
in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
public and environmental review of the 
proposed agreement’s flow objectives in 
2024. We will work to ensure the river 
and its communities continue to have 
sustainable access to clean and plentiful 
water as we enter a future shaped by the 
impacts of climate change.

TOWARD A TRUCE IN THE WATER WARS?

needs of the community, Lumpkin 
County is proposing to use Georgia 
EPD’s 2023 “Guidance for Water Quality 
Trading” policy. The novel policy allows 
Lumpkin County to “borrow” nutrient 
credits that Georgia EPD has allocated 
to Gwinnett County for their future 
wastewater discharges to Lake Lanier. 
This is likely the first project to utilize 

the new policy. In February, CRK 
commented on the project’s draft permit 
and trading plan, and asked Georgia EPD 
to require more stringent and frequent 
monitoring to detect any pollution 
issues that arise as a result of the trade. 
CRK will closely follow the project as 
it progresses and continue to monitor 
water quality in Lake Lanier to ensure 
the water quality trade is successful.

CRK conducts algae sampling at 10 stations 
around Lake Lanier every year between 

April and October.
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On September 22, 2023, CRK 
supporters and friends 

gathered at The Stave Room in 
Atlanta to celebrate the people 
and communities who have 
devoted their time and talents 
for the love of the Chattahoochee 
River.  

We were proud to recognize 
CRK Board members Richard 
Jacobson and David Shaffer with 
the River Heroes Award; Georgia 
Interfaith Power and Light with 
the River Steward Award; and 
Yamaha Motor Corporation, 
USA, with River Guardian Award. 
These honorees have made it 
possible for people across all 
regions, races, and religions to 
connect with the Chattahoochee 
River in meaningful ways. 

Thanks to the generosity of those 
who attended in person and 
participated in the silent auction 
and raffle online, the celebration 
raised $368,000 to sustain our 
work to protect and preserve 
the Chattahoochee River! This 
crucial funding supports trash 
removal, educational programs, 
water quality testing and 
investigations, and more.

THE HEART OF THE HOOCH: A PATRON CELEBRATION

OUR HEARTFELT APPRECIATION to 
the Patron Celebration Sponsors

SAVE THE DATES FOR THIS YEAR’S MAJOR EVENTS:

BECCA SUE KLEIN 
ALL KIDS FISH 

May 4 Helen, GA

August 24 Atlanta, GA 

October 19 Helen, GA
WATERFEST
April 20 Gainesville, GA

30th ANNUAL 
PATRON 
CELEBRATION
 
October 4 Atlanta, GA

Keep up with all of CRK’s events at chattahoochee.org/events.

Thank you to our donors, 
sponsors, partners, and guests: 
you truly are the Heart of the Hooch.


