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In Atlanta, foamy discharge from the R.M. Clayton 
wastewater treatment facility enters the Chattahoochee 

River south of the Atlanta Road bridge.
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The resilience of the Chattahoochee River is facing a critical test this year. In 
Atlanta, the city’s largest wastewater treatment plant is violating clean water 
laws by discharging improperly treated wastewater into the river. Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper sounded the alarm because no one else stepped up — not the City 
of Atlanta, the state of Georgia, nor any other environmental agency. Now, 
we’ve filed a federal lawsuit against Atlanta to hold them accountable for their 
pollution and force them to clean up their act.
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For 430 miles from the headwaters 
in North Georgia to the Alabama 

and Florida borders, the Chattahoochee 
River never takes a break, always 
working hard to meet our needs. The 
river provides drinking water to more 
than five million people and supports 
vital industries, but for decades an 
unchecked flow of pollution threatened 
public health and many parts of the 
river ecosystem.

The main source of pollution stemmed 
from the City of Atlanta’s failure to 
invest in essential upgrades to its sewer 
system, causing thousands of overflows 
and spills of raw sewage mixed with 
rainwater into our waterways each year. 
In 1994, concerned community members 
founded Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
and set out to hold the city accountable 
for its negligence. Following CRK’s 
landmark Clean Water Act lawsuit, 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) enforced a plan to overhaul 
Atlanta’s entire sewer system.

30 years later, our work hasn’t slowed 
down. We are once again suing the City 
of Atlanta for violating the Clean Water 
Act by polluting the Chattahoochee 
River. Recent wastewater treatment 
system failures identified by CRK in 
Atlanta and Phenix City, Alabama, have 
reinforced the critical need for our 
watchdog monitoring and investment in 
our infrastructure. Read more on 
pages 8-9.

Whether he’s fishing for crappie 
or manning CRK’s Floating 

Classroom, Captain John McCalpin 
is a fixture on Lake Lanier! After 
retiring from his managerial role at a 
global consulting company, Captain 
John sought to stay active and make a 
meaningful impact. Since joining CRK 
in 2022, he has spearheaded significant 
enhancements to our boathouse 
and vessels on Lake Lanier and has 
standardized procedures for our boat 
fleet. “I’m having a blast working 
with the folks from CRK and gaining 
knowledge of the watershed’s incredibly 
complex and fragile ecosystems,” says 
Captain John. His contributions to CRK 
are deeply valued and appreciated.

REFLECTIONS: 
TAKING PRIDE IN 
OUR PROGRESS

FACES OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE:
JOHN MCCALPIN

JASON ULSETH
Riverkeeper & Executive Director

For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

Though challenges persist, we can take 
great pride in the progress we have 
made since CRK was founded. The river 
has become an asset to communities 
in Atlanta and downstream, where 
planning is in the works for a network 
of parks, walking and paddling trails 
that will bring people to the river. The 
creeks and streams in our watershed are 
cleaner than they have been in decades.  
And we have built lasting relationships 
with stakeholders throughout the 
region to prioritize the protection and 
preservation of the Chattahoochee River 
today, for the next 30 years, and beyond. 
With your support, we’re working 
to ensure the river and its lakes and 
tributaries will be clean for generations 
to come.
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Our mission is to advocate and secure 
the protection and stewardship of the 
Chattahoochee River, its lakes, tributaries, 
and watershed.

METRO ATLANTA OFFICE: 6020 River View 
Road SE, Suite 100, Smyrna, GA 30126

HEADWATERS OFFICE: 104 Washington 
Street, NE, Gainesville, GA 30501

MIDDLE CHATTAHOOCHEE OFFICE: 
300 Kingfisher Lane, LaGrange, GA 30240

404-352-9828
WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG
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For more information, visit: chattahoochee.org/our-work/enforcement.

Construction site pollution 
in the Middle Chattahoochee
In Harris County, Georgia, CRK responded to a report 
of sediment entering a tributary of Standing Boy Creek. 
Both the creek and a pond downstream were muddied 
by active construction upstream, and turbidity samples 
collected by CRK staff confirmed high levels of sediment 
in the water downstream of the site. CRK captured 
drone imagery of suspected site violations and reported 
them to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD). A site inspection performed by EPD found failed 
best management practices and sediment entering state 
waters, and EPD mandated corrective action. 

Commenting on permits is an important part of 
CRK’s work to stay on top of pollution sources 
and achieve improvements to waste discharges 
in our watershed. This year, CRK commented 
on proposed permits in the Chattahoochee 
headwaters region including: the first new public 
wastewater treatment discharge since Lake 
Lanier has been listed as impaired (Lumpkin 
Co.); two new land application sites (White 
and Lumpkin Co.); and permit renewals for a 
municipal wastewater discharge (White Co.) 
and an industrial discharge (Habersham Co.). 
Our comments prompted the modification of 
some permits to include testing for additional 
nutrients and more frequent monitoring.

COMBINED SEWER 
OVERFLOWS IN COLUMBUS
During heavy rainfall in Columbus, 
Georgia, the city's combined sewer system 
can overflow and discharge both stormwater 
and sewage into the Chattahoochee River. 
Bacteria from these overflows pose a 
significant health concern to people, pets, 
and wildlife along this heavily recreated 
stretch of the river. 

In 2020, EPD issued a revised combined 
sewer permit to Columbus Water Works 
(CWW) with stronger bacterial limits. 
When CWW challenged these changes in 
court, CRK intervened to defend the permit 
alongside EPD. An Administrative Law 
Judge heard the case in the spring, and we 
anticipate final arguments and a decision by 
the court later this year.

ON PATROL WITH CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER

Rottenwood Creek is rotten no more after CRK field teams identified the culprit of a major bacteria spike just two miles from the entrance 
of the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area. CRK teams tracked down and confirmed the source with a series of expeditions and 
tests which revealed a broken subterranean sewage line expelling visible plumes from below the creek bed. After repairs, indicator bacteria 
dropped by more than 100 times and is now averaging within the safe water standard. Great work from our unstoppable volunteer and 
tracking teams, and quick corrective action from Cobb County Water System! See our data at chattahoochee.org/nww.

While scouting a cleanup site at RiverLands 
Gateway, CRK and Trust for Public Land 
discovered a large number of illegally 
dumped tires. Somebody had been dropping 
tires down a steep embankment into a 
wetland area behind a nearby business, 
where they remained unseen. We contacted 
the business to alert them of the issue.

From January through May, the offenders 
dumped tires on numerous occasions, 
resulting in an excess of 1,700 tires. We 
advised the business to get video surveillance 
and to file a police report. The offenders 
were subsequently apprehended, and the 
tires have since been removed.

Massive illegal tire 
dump stopped

Broken sewer line resolved

Wave of new and renewed permits 
in the headwaters.
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30 YEARS BY THE NUMBERS

EDUCATION 

100,000+ Students and 
teachers on board the floating classroom

500+
Participants in Water Warriors educational, 

paddle, and fly fishing events

WATER MONITORING

TRASH-FREE  CHATTAHOOCHEE
3,000,000+ Pounds of 
trash and recyclables removed by volunteers

20,000+ 
Cleanup volunteers

In-stream trash 
traps throughout 
the watershed14

1,600+
Industrial site investigations 
in Georgia and Alabama

ADVOCACY

228 Neighborhood Water 
Watch (NWW) sites tested weekly

46,000+ NWW 
samples collected and tested 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS 
FOR HELPING US KEEP WATCH OVER OUR WATERS!  

RIVER HERO 
($20,000 AND UP) 

Alice H. Richards 
    Charitable Fund
Colonial Pipeline Company
Cox Enterprises / 
    Cox Conserves
Georgia River Network
Hampshire Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation
J.M. Huber Corporation
Kimberly Clark Corporation
Mary Jane and 
    Dave Kirkpatrick
Laura and 
    Rutherford Seydel

RIVER BENEFACTOR 
($10,000 - $19,999)

Aflac
Callaway Foundation
City Of Atlanta
City of LaGrange
DS Smith
Shearon and Taylor Glover
Abby and Gerard Gunthert
Larry L. Prince Family 
    Foundation
MillerKnoll
NewFields
Ray C. Anderson 
    Foundation
Reduce
Roy And Janet Dorsey 
    Foundation
Southwire Company
Troup Community 
    Endowment Fund
WestPoint Fund

RIVER DEFENDER 
($5,000-$9,999) 

Accenture
Anonymous
Archer Western
Missy and Clay Courts
Elachee Nature 
    Science Center
Georgia Aquarium
Judy and Walter Hoyt
MHI
Sally and Pete Parsonson
Porsche Cars
Madeline and Jeff Risser
Ruby Collins
WEG Electric Corp
Wehadkee Foundation

RIVER ADVOCATE 
($2,500-$4,999) 

Anonymous
Builders
Cargill
Hewlett Packard
KRO Events

John McCalpin
Mincey Marble 
    Manufacturing
Pilgrim's Pride
Alan F. Rothschild Jr.
Jeannie and Charles Smith
Van Michael Salon 
    (Buckhead)
Waterkeeper Alliance

RIVER 
CONSERVATOR 
($1,000-$2,499) 

Anonymous
Robert Beck
Bradco
Brown & Caldwell
The C. Dagenhart & P.S. 
    White Fund
Kara and Merle Campbell
Carrolton City Schools
Cobb Foundation
Bruce Cavell
Gail and David Chester
Compliance Point
Coweta County Water and   
    Sewerage Authority
Brock Davis
Mr. and Mrs. James DeVries
Douglasville - Douglas
    County WSA
Paul Durrence
Robert Eidson
Eventbrite
G&F Group
The Growth Fund of America
Heliox Technology
Johnny's New York Style 
    Pizza (West Point)
Wendy and Ken Kraft
Andrew Kraft
Kresge Foundation
Locumtenens
Main Street Gainesville
Modern Woodmen
North Georgia Crappie 
    Anglers
North Georgia Label
North Georgia Trout Online
Northeast Georgia 
    Health System
Jane and Tom Oliver
Prime Engineering
The Nancy P. and 
    Richard K. Robbins 
    Family Foundation
Rubicon Global
Scott Satterwhite
Stephanie and 
    C. Austin Stephens
Jennifer Still
Subaru of America
Warner Bros. Discovery
Eric Wilensky
Katherine and 
    Charles Young

RIVER PATRON 
($500-$999) 

Atlanta Fly Fishing Club
Debbie and Jess Austin
Baldino Community Services
Jeffrey Bell
Susan and Bill Brooksher
Brookstone School
Chattahoochee National 
    Park Conservancy
Deloitte
Emerson Unitarian 
    Universalist Congregation
*Mary Anne and 
    Brian Ericson
Faith Bible Church Co-Op
Greenhouse 
    Homeschool Group
The Harris Family 
    Charitable Fund
Teena Stern and 
    Don Haugen
HBK Engineering
Gregory Herbert
Hillside Montessori
Hostess Brands
*Alicia and Hal Jacobs
Michelle Liebergersell
Kelly Livingston
Elise and Dan MacIntyre
Kevin McCauley
Nikles and Roach Family
Maureen and 
    Thomas O'Shea
Peach State Bank & Trust
Kathy Pittman
*Gregory Puckett
Robert and Maryellen 
    Kraus Charitable Fund
Nancy and John Sanker
Sheridan Construction
*Jennifer Simcox
Joanna and John Skinner
Smith, Gilliam, Williams 
    & Miles, PA
St. Anne Pacelli 
    Catholic School
William Stahl
Susan and Philip Still
*Catherine Woodling and 
    Evan Strange
TerraCare Landscaping Inc.
TIGRIS
Unitarian Universalist 
    Fellowship of Columbus
Robert Vogelei

FRIEND OF THE 
RIVER ($250-$499)

Anonymous
Carolyn Appen
Atomic Brand Energy
Neal Audet
Tiffany Barker
Rose and Mark Barton

Belzona
Amanda Boyarshinov
Christine and Charlie Bradley
Drew Carter
Bob Chitwood
City of Gainesville
*Erin and John Clarke
Clayton Distributing 
    Company
CORE Benefit Solutions
Summer Ellis
Seth Garrett
Welby Hackney
Lillian and Mike Hall
Hall County Soil and Water 
    Conservation District
Art Hansen
Jane and John Hemmer
*Michelle Henriques
Hulsey, Oliver & Mahar, LLP
Interface
Jake Martin & Son 
    Contractors
Janco Family
*Renel and Bryan Jenkins
Sarah Johnson
Keep Georgia
     Beautiful Foundation
Eric King
Rebecca L King
Joey Lancaster
Michelle Lanier
Lanier Federal Credit Union
Mellow Mushroom 
    Gainesville
Milton Martin Toyota
Ahmed Moinuddin
Sara Murphy
Joe Nolan
Paypal Charitable 
    Giving Fund
Pike County Board 
    of Education
Point University
Natascha Rakovec
Patrick Ray
Catherine Reese
Chris Sodemann
Josh Solomon
Southern Singletrack 
    Trail Series
Springwood School
Serena Terry
Liz and Andy Thompson
University of Georgia
Barbara Vlasz

RIVER SUPPORTER 
($101-$249)

Isha Adatia
Ry Alford
Josh Anderson
Christine Atkins
Lisa Baker
*Scott Barber
Lewis Barnes

Leslie Battle
The Benevity Community 
    Impact Fund
Chris Bertrand
Laura and Sam Breyfogle
Laurie and Andrew Brown
Christine and Keith Bruno
Jason Caravella
*Annelies Carl
David Carlson
*Shelley Childers
Adam Clevenstine
Brent Cole
Jeannie Conyers
Craig Mcqueen Salon
Nanette Davis
Jill Disney
*Andrew Doherty
Bob Drake
Stefanie Dye and
    Mark Schurmann
Eagles Nest Educators 
    Association
Deena Earnest
Linton Eberhardt
Christina and Dave Ehrhardt
Audrey and Michael Eshman
Festive Water
Greg Foglesong
Robert Fontaine
Kristine Fox
David Galloway
Harriet Gentry
Georgia Master Gardener 
    Association
Mary and Richard Gerakitis
Reid Gibson
Matthew Gore
Susie Greenburg
Mike Guynn
Susan Hankins
Betsy Hare
Meghan Harrison
Rachael Hawthorn
Colleen Helmken
Margaret Hill
Tracey Hurd
*Brianne and Kevin Jeselnik
Barbara Steinhaus and 
    John Paul Jordan
Katie Jordan
Mark Kallis
Lynn Kearns
Cheryl and Jason Keeline
Whit Kincaid
Rebecca S. Klein
Lee Kolber
Louisa Rochard and 
    Glenn Legacki
David Lowrance
Maria and Gary Ludi
Gina Mann
Sharon L. Marshall
Greg Martin
Sandra and George Maule
Mariah Medlin

Donors January through June 2024
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*Andrea and Kevin 
    Middlebrooks
*David Middour
Kaye and Greg Minchew
Cathy Cortright and 
    Jeff Moore
Denise Moscardelli Kent
Elizabeth and 
    James Murphy
Megan and William Nellen
Mark Nestle
Matt Nicholson
Neil Olson
Gregory P. Osgood
*Eric Ottenberg
Kathy Papa
Nancy and 
    John S. Patterson Jr.
Michelle and Tony Pendleton
Donald T. Penovi
Jamie Perez
Walter Pickell
Jan Pierce
Sandeep Prabhakara
Stephanie Rand
Steven Rimmer
JR Risick
Mark Romzick
Mary Roos
Mike Rothfarb
Sabine and Brian Savoie
*Alexandra Sawicki
Anne Sayles
Mardi and Eugene Schaufler
Ann Sellman
Sush Shantha
David Smalley
Sydne Smith
Lauren Soleil
Aimee Starr Hoecker
Jennifer Stevens
Cathy Stubsten
*Logan Terheggen
Jeremy Thacker
Lisa Thule
Ann and Don Tolbert
Pat and L.W. Tucker
James Wells
Seth Wenger
Hannah White
Locksley Williams
*Cindy Wilsky
Susan Wilson
Katie Wolf
Brian Woodward
Inna Yatsenyuk
Virginia and Al Zachry
Luyi Zhou

NEW AND RENEWING
DONORS ($100 AND LESS)

Abbott Laboratories - EGC
Tamara Adelberg
Jan Albitz
Paula and Justin Alicea
*Walter Allen
*Tanine Allison
Stephen Almand
Frederick Alston
Jessica Ammons
*Aaron Anderson
Katie and Scott Anderson
Shanna Armour
Gust Askounis
Anne Atalay
Courtney Ayers
Carole Bache

Gregory Bailey
Nicole Storey and 
    Gage Bailey
Eberardo Barajas
*James Bardenwerper
Melissa Barker
Patricia Barmeyer
Bonne Basden
Drew Baumann
Yosahandy Bautista
Christine Beard
Ellen Begley
*William Bell
Emily Bell
Tara Bennett
Jane and Robert Benson
*Abbie Berg
James Berry
Joseph Blackmon
Suzanne Blackwell
Sarah and Hubert Blanchard
Thomas Blum
Robin Boggs
Nick Booth
Jane Borneman
Philippe Bouvier
*Eric Boye
*Brendan Boyle
Haley Braden
Tom Branch
Curtis Bratton
Mary Breen
Beverly Brennan
Tim Brenner
Michele Breslow
Wesley Brock
Anne Brodie Hill
Melissa Brooks
Steven Brunner
Wendy Brunson
Dan Bryan
Kyle Buckner
Wayne Bullock
Alicia Bunch
Keith Burnette
Caroline Burnette
Kirby Burt
Peggy Amend and 
    Robert Buschman
Christina Butler
Robin and John Byars
Jim Byrd
Matt Cagle
Carol Cain
Joan Cain
Catherine Calhoun
James Campbell
Wendy Cardell
Allen Carlson
Brian Carney
Glen Carpenter
*Allison Carter
Lindsey Cassell
Felix Cha
Jarrod Chamblee
Matthew Champagne
Kiran Chandu
Liana Chapman
Jordan Chastain
Steve Chasteen
Alice Cheng
Chandra and Ron Cherry
Sue and Tim Chisholm
Tim Chowns
Tina Ciaramitaro
Lynann Claphem
Debra and Rea Clark
Kenneth Clarke

Elaine Clements
Janine Cline
Phillip Cobbs
The Coca-Cola Company
Greg Cochran
Janet and George Cohen
Juliet and Jeffrey Cohen
Chasity Coleman
Edward A. Collins
Peter Collins
Renee Collins
Cass Condray
Scott Conkel
Dave Conti
Ramsey Cook
Yvonne Corbin
Merrill Cote
William Courtney
Elizabeth Cox
Katherine Cummings
Jennifer Daniels
Emily Daniels
*Walter R. Davis Jr.
Alana Davis
Nickius Davis
David Davis
Joseph Dawson
Angela Dayton
Patty DeLuca-Kerr
Xidong Deng
Luke Derochers
Daniel Derochers
Mark Dessommes
Rene deVries
Jon Dexter
Travis Dexter
Kelsey Dolan
Rebecca Donnelly
Teresa Dore
Karen Doty
Thecla and Kevin Doyle
Bill Dozier
Owen Eakle
Janice Edens
Cathy Eilert
Jessica Sterling and 
    Ben Emanuel
Diane Flemming
Erika Fly
Flynn Family
Martine Ford
Arthur France
Linda and Frank Frederick
Doug Fulle
Susan Furman
Dorothy Gabrels
Geri and Tim Gagat
Tracey and Gary Gaines
John Gale
Yuan Gao
Yige Gao
Carolyn Garrett
Alice and Bob Gartley
Naquita Gause
Donna and Jim Gawlas
Anna Gillon
Samantha Gistren
Stanley Goldman
Frank Goldman
Harriet and Louis Goodsell
Sue and Jay Gorday
Russell Greatorex
Terri Greene
Stacy Grolimund
Ryan Groom
Deb Guffin
Belen Gutter
Michael Hagearty

Amanda Hallauer
Katherine Halloran
Willie Handlee
Carrie Hanneke
Lili Hao
Kelsey Harmer
Jeffrey Harper
Calvin Harris
Erin Harris
*Michael Hastings
Cale Hatch
*Carol Hayes
Martina Heffelfinger
*Michael Hellerstein
Amy Helling
Caroline Hemenway
*Lesley D. High
Julia Hill and Paul Pietschner
Adam Hill
Norman R. Hines
Thomas Hollandsworth
Michael Honnold
Shae Hoschek
*Charles Hoskins
Joan and Carson Hostetter
Fred Howard
Melissa Howington
*Amy Hrebenak
Bei Huang
Paul Hudson
Kenn Huff
Erin Huffman
Lisa and Chris Hughes
Veronica and 
    Michael Humphrey
John Hyman
Brittany Israel
Gaby Ivie
John Jackson
Robin and Henry Jacobs
*Moshe Jacobson
Marcia and 
    Richard Jacobson
*Kimberly James
Peter James
Janney Montgomery Scott
Wedesse JeanGilles
Jodi Jernigan
Julie Jewell
William Johnson
Mathue Joiner
Cynthia Jones
Christa Roland and 
    Starlani Kahumoku
Sharon Kane
Andrea Kauffman
Scott Kaye
Mary Kelly
Deborah Kennicott
Jim Kerr
Katherine Kessler Thompson
Kathryn R. King
Mike Kirkland
Jennifer Knight
Taylor Knox
Chris Koehler
Deborah and Larry Kramb
The Kroger Company 
    Foundation
Ian Krout
Alison and Chad LaBruyere
Armando LaHoz
*Andrew Lambert
Morgan Lane
John Larsen
Cristi Lee
Sarah Lee
Michael Levine

Mark Lewallen
Myrtle Lewin
Marie and Wiley Lewis
Bernadette Lewis
Juan Li
Hongli Li
Qianyin Liang
Wei Lin
Li Liu
Patti and Simon Locke
Fred Long
*Jen Loutzenheim
Wanda and Bill Lowe
Jacqueline Lunan
Yanling Ma
Edmond Maes
Mallory Manning
Rachel Manning
Jancy Marcotte
Morgan Daly and 
    Jordan Martinez
Kelsie Matthews
Spenser Matthews
Leighton Maynard
Susan Mayne
Jeff McCarter
Gene McClure
Bill McGoldrick
Lawrence McHugh
Carol McIntosh
Anna McNamee
Zach Mejia
Mary Mercury
Gloria Keegan and 
    Dean Michels
Apryl Milam
Phyllis Miller
Dejanae Miller
Jean and Bill Millkey
Kevin Mills
Mitsubishi Electric 
    America Foundation
Roger Moister Jr.
Hope Moore
*Bradley Moore
Sally Morgan
Andrea Morris
Jennifer Morrissey
James Moylan
Wendy Muhammad
Semika Narcisse
Kristie Naylor
Ginette Nean
Gayle Nelson
Erich Netherton
Skippy Nguyen
Mia and Kevin Nichols
Alison Nichols
Tamra Nix
Scott Nixon
Marie Nolan
Mary Novotny
Johnathan Nowak
NVIDIA
Dennis O'Banion
Lori OBar
Old NoonDay Chapter, 
    NSDAR
George Olexa
Hooi Luen Ong
Sam Osius
Anton Ouzounov
*Howard and Jennifer Page
Alon Panovka
Marianne Parker
Marisa Parks
Michael Patterson
Mary Patterson
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To join or renew your membership, visit 
chattahoochee.org/become-a-member

Our 10,000 members are 
the heart and soul of 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper. 
Show your commitment to a cleaner, healthier 
river by making a gift that sustains trash 
cleanups, water quality testing, and more.

John Patton
Brecklen Pavlich
Samuel Payne
Helene and Steve Peters
Helen Phillips
S. D. Phraner
Nathan Piasta
Jamie Helmer
Liesel Potthast
Janet and Lewis Powell
Terreca Preston
Christy Purser
Jessica Radford
Shannon and Josh Raglin
Brock Railey
Marcia Postal-Ranney and 
    Tim Ranney
Michele and Scott Reale
John Reddick
Cody Reece
Susan and Herbie Reed
Scott Reeves
Amelia Reynolds
Susan and Craig Richardson
Bonny Richardson
Nancy and Mike Roberts
Joanne Robicheaux
Mark Rodila
Helene and Howard Rogers
Barbara Roldan
Maurice Rosenbaum
Sugandha Rosenhaft
*Paul Rosenzweig
Diane Rothberg
*Sydney Rubin
Clifton Ruehl
Sandy Springs Society
Adam Sasine
Lisa Sasseman
Shannon and Chris Scalley
Cynthia Patterson and 
    Peter Schrand
*Casey Sharp
Brent Shores
Belinda Shu
Wanda Sims
Theresa Siroky
Jason Smieja
Sheila J Smith
Ric Smith
Randal Snipes
Pingping Song
Don Spencer
Starbucks Corporation
Donna and Michael Stevens
Bruce Stevenson
Cheri Stone
John Strohl
Stephanie Styles

Joseph Summerour
Larry Swartz
James Sweeney
Bill Syrett
Joyce Taaffe
Tanyard Creek 
    Community Garden
Telsys Tarallo
Sarah Tash
Thomas Tatum
Anne Taylor-Torres
Scott Tedcastle
*William Teem
Doreen Theune
Courtney Thomas
Jennifer Thomas
Dedra Thompson
Chase Thomson
James Thorpe
George Tingley
*David Todd
Travis Towns
Andrew Trakowski
Xuong Trieu
Gwen Vagen
Sarah and Sam 
VanVolkenburgh
Ivy Varenhorst
Marianne Varley
Jackie Vaughn
Irma Versluijs
Brian Versluys
Michelle Vincent
Vera Vogt
Cyla Waheed
Jim Walker
Michael Wallace
Bill Warren
Adam Webb
Carol Wernecke
George West
Eric Wilkin
Karen Wilkins
Sally and James Williams
Bruce Williams
Jason Williams
Christa Williams
Diana Wilson
Brent Wolff
Jun Wu
Bowman Yager
Monica Yin
Alyssa Bowers-Zamani 
    and Rad Zamani
Yuhua Zhang
John Zucco

IN HONOR OF/
MEMORIALS 

In honor of Tammy Bates
Bonny Putney

In memory of Rick Bellows
Janie Fritz

In memory of Fred Hudson 
Christian III
Whitney Betancourt
Jim Birmingham
Linda and Phil Bochnovich
Daryl Brace
Catherine Bushko
Casey Caylor
Wanda and Steve Fahey
Robin and Steve Jones
Tom Moonan
Sherry Morgan
Luanne Roebuck
Meg and Keith Shelton
Eric Spain

In honor of 
Guillermo Crespo
Susan Gonzalez

In honor of 
Fandom Trumps Hate
Kylie Dalton

In honor of Charles Freed
June Garber
Lois and Steve Wolf

In honor of Louis and 
the Girls Grabowski
John Grabowski

In honor of 
GS Troop 21443
Meg Morris

In memory of 
Ollie M. Harton
Chasity Amos
Carl Anderson
E. M. Cook
Evelyn Davis
Kyle Dotson
Miraya Goretzki
Barbara Holmes
Katrina Murphy
Harold Weaver

In honor of Interface
Laura Keen

In honor of 
Michael Jackson
Sheila Segal

In honor of Ava Kelly
Jessica Dent

In honor of 
Bobby Eugene Knight
Sandy and Shawn 
Watterson

In memory of Thomas 
Edward Lantz, Ph.D.
Dot and John Matthews
Mark Stephenson

In honor of 
Amanda and 
Spencer Miller
Melissa Porter

In honor of St. Martin’s 
Episcopal School
Kanette Fenstermacher

In honor of Team GID, 
Sweep the Hooch
Die Jules J. Millogo

In honor of Jan Ellen Todd 
Jennifer Todd

In honor of 
Robert Trueheart
Paige Gaut

In honor of Karin Van Vlack
Jennifer Todd

In honor of Don Young
J.M. Huber Corporation

GIFTS IN-KIND 
American Rivers 
Appalachian Outfitters
Atlanta Journal Constitution
Atlas Pizza
Audacy
Jess Ballew
Best Friends on the Lake 
Pooch Pontoon
Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation Area
Cool River Tubing Company
Cox Enterprises - Cox 
Conserves
Kristin Davis
Dear Elouise Fine Paper
DeKalb County Sanitation 
Division
Beckie Dominick
Robert Eidson
Elachee Nature Science 
Center
Elohee Retreat Center

Encyclomedia
Festive Water
Find Your Center Yoga
Fish Hawk
Gainesville Parks and 
Recreation Foundation
Georgia Nature 
Photographers Association
The Georgia Water and 
Wastewater Institute
Habersham Mills
Hall County  
Hall County Parks and 
Recreation
Harvest Moon Plants
Headwaters Outfitters
Holland Portraits
Kimberly Clark Corporation
Rebecca S. Klein
The Lodge at Amicalola Falls 
State Park
Monster Energy Company
Morton, Vardeman, & 
Carlston
Nantahala Outdoor Center
NoFo Brew Company
North Hall Earthworks
Sara Oakley
Occasions Florist
Rahabs Rope
Reduce
Republic Services
Jeff Risser
Safety Products
Sautee-Nacoochee 
Community Association
Secret Garden Soap
Shelley Hassel
Smith, Gambrell & Russell
Southern Environmental Law 
Center
Tallulah 1882 Cafe
Tallulah General Store
Tina Tornambe 
Tracy Troutman
Uhuburg Renaissance Castle
Unicoi Outfitters
Upsy Daisy
WABE
Wahoo Creek Canoe
WSB-TV

*The Ripple Effect monthly 
sustainers

CRK RECEIVES 
100% BOARD AND 

EMPLOYEE GIVING
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In the summer of 2023, CRK and 
National Park Service (NPS) staff detected 
very high levels of E. coli bacteria in the river 
within the Chattahoochee River National 
Recreation Area (CRNRA) and tracked the 
source to Fulton County’s Big Creek Water 
Reclamation Facility. CRK alerted officials and 
news media. For the first time in its history, 
NPS shut down public access to the river for 
15 miles downstream of the plant.

For weeks, CRK and CRNRA staff continued 
emergency daily sampling along the 
river. After a three-week closure through the 
Fourth of July holiday, CRK and NPS testing 
showed a reduction in E. coli levels and NPS 
reopened access to the river. 

In March of 2024, after months of negotiations, 
the Georgia Environmental Protection 
Division (EPD) released a proposed 
enforcement order for the 2023 Big Creek 
malfunction, including a paltry penalty of 
$20,000 for the river closure ($1,000 per day 
of closure) and no requirement for additional 
river monitoring.   As a result of CRK’s 
advocacy, more than 90 members of the public 
commented on the draft enforcement order.

FULTON COUNTY
BIG CREEK WATER 
RECLAMATION FACILITY

In March of 2024, CRK tracked very 
high E. coli levels in the Chattahoochee River 
to the City of Atlanta’s R.M. Clayton Water 
Reclamation Center (WRC) and notified the 
City of Atlanta and EPD. CRK alerted news 
media and advised recreators to exercise 
caution for 60 miles downstream of the plant.

CRK continued monitoring R.M. Clayton 
WRC’s outfall into the Chattahoochee 
throughout the spring and summer. Testing 
results showed spikes in bacteria levels as 
high as 10 times the amount recommended 
for safe water recreation, indicating persistent 
operational issues at the facility. 

High levels of organic material and nutrients 
in the facility’s discharge have also contributed 
to low oxygen levels in the river, which fish 
and other aquatic life need to survive.

In September of 2024, CRK filed a federal 
lawsuit against the City of Atlanta for the 
ongoing violations of the Clean Water Act 
at R.M. Clayton WRC. We are committed to 
holding the city accountable for its pollution 
of the river.

CITY OF ATLANTA
R.M. CLAYTON WATER 
RECLAMATION CENTER

CLEAN 
WATER ACT 
LITIGATION
In 1995, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
filed a lawsuit against the City of 
Atlanta for its chronic violations of 
the Clean Water Act associated with 
its sewer system. Backed by a coalition 
of downstream municipalities, 
associations, and property owners, CRK 
won the case in 1997 and forced Atlanta 
to overhaul its failing wastewater 
infrastructure. As a result, water quality 
in the Chattahoochee River drastically 
improved for metro Atlanta and 
communities downstream.

30 years later, monitoring by CRK 
has found that the City of Atlanta is 
polluting the Chattahoochee River once 
again. The city has failed to adequately 
maintain and operate R.M. Clayton, 
its largest wastewater treatment 
facility, sending millions of gallons of 
improperly treated sewage directly into 
the Chattahoochee River. In September, 
CRK and its representation at the 
Southern Environmental Law Center 
filed a new lawsuit against Atlanta to 
hold the city accountable and stop the 
ongoing illegal discharges of pollutants 
into the river.

The same month, CRK also filed a federal 
lawsuit against Phenix City, Alabama, 
for water quality violations stemming 
from its wastewater treatment facility. 
It is clear that municipalities remain 
significant sources of pollution within 
the Chattahoochee River watershed, 
and CRK is committed to holding them 
accountable.

HOLDING WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS ACCOUNTABLE ACROSS THE WATERSHED

Read more at chattahoochee.org/rm-clayton

8 RIVERCHAT
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In November of 2023, after routine 
reports showed that the Phenix City 
Wastewater Treatment Plant was exceeding 
its permit limits, CRK began receiving 
reports of discoloration, odor, and foam at 
the plant’s outfall into the Chattahoochee 
River and we increased the frequency of our 
monitoring at the outfall. 

In March of 2024, CRK met with Phenix City 
to learn more about the causes of the plant’s 
permit violations. Phenix City officials 
reported that they were working on a series 
of plant upgrades, but funding to fully 
complete repairs remained a challenge.

CRK has continued sampling at the Phenix 
City plant’s outfall, detecting sporadic spikes 
in E. coli bacteria, nutrients, and organic 
material. In September, CRK filed a federal 
Clean Water Act lawsuit against Phenix City 
for its polluting of the Chattahoochee River 
and threatening water quality downstream.

PHENIX CITY 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT

HOLDING WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS ACCOUNTABLE ACROSS THE WATERSHED

WHAT IS E. COLI?
E. coli is a type of bacteria that lives in the intestines of people and 
warm-blooded animals. It is an indicator organism used to identify 
fecal contamination in freshwater. People who contact waters with 
elevated E. coli levels are at increased risk of developing skin 
rashes or gastrointestinal illness. CRK monitors more than 200 
sites along the river and its tributaries for E. coli and other water 
quality parameters through our Neighborhood Water Watch and 
BacteriALERT programs.

Read more at chattahoochee.org/phenix-city

 An aerial drone photo shows impaired secondary clarifiers at R.M. Clayton WRC.

RIVERCHAT  9
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FUNDING OUR WATER INFRASTRUCTURE AMID 
GROWTH AND CLIMATE CHANGE

I f Atlantans were not thinking about 
their source of drinking water before 

this summer’s water crisis, they are now. 
The failure of multiple water pipes in 
the city was a harsh reminder that water 
infrastructure affects our everyday lives. 

And it’s not just the drinking water that 
comes into our homes — the wastewater 
that goes down the drain and into the 
sewer system also needs attention.  

Relatedly, the effects of climate change 
— like the “rain bomb” that generated 
flooding on  Atlanta’s Westside in the 
fall of 2023  — pose a real threat to the 
city’s stormwater infrastructure.

How does the City of Atlanta pay for 
the drinking water, wastewater, and 
stormwater infrastructure necessary 
for a growing population, economic 
expansion, and dramatic shifts in 
rainfall and temperature?

Customers, residents, and visitors 
to the city are the primary revenue 

sources. Customers pay water and 
sewer bills. And anyone who lives in 
or visits the city pays a penny-tax on 
consumer purchases, also known as 
a Municipal Local Option Sales Tax, 
which has reportedly generated $1.8 
billion in revenue specifically for water 
infrastructure since 2004.

The other major source of revenue: 
federal dollars. Aside from the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, Senators Jon Ossoff and Raphael 
Warnock and Congresswoman Nikema 
Williams have introduced legislation to 
fund water projects in Chattahoochee 
River Basin cities: Atlanta, East Point, 
College Park, and Columbus.

To meet our water demands, we really 
need a “water tax” like the existing 
“gas tax” that generates revenue for 
transportation projects. A statewide 
water tax would invest in a water 
infrastructure trust fund to benefit 
Atlanta and communities across 
Georgia.

During her twenty years as CRK’s founding 
director and Riverkeeper, Sally Sierer 

Bethea worked tirelessly to hold polluters 
accountable and defend the Chattahoochee 
River. She boldly led efforts to revive the river 
from a century of misuse, ensuring it would 
survive – and thrive – for years to come.

Though retired from CRK, Bethea continues 
her work as a vocal advocate for environmental 
stewardship. In 2023 she published her first 
book, Keeping the Chattahoochee, in which 
she recounts inspiring, frustrating, and funny 
stories that demonstrate what it takes to fight 
for clean and healthy waterways.

As we celebrate 30 years of keeping watch 
over the Chattahoochee, Bethea’s story has 
made its way to the big screen. In a new 
documentary film, Saving the Chattahoochee, 
director Hal Jacobs takes a more personal 
look at Bethea’s life and work as Riverkeeper 
and explores the ways in which she and other 
women stepped up to protect our rivers, lakes, 
and streams. Visit bit.ly/savingchattahoochee 
to learn more about the film.

Purchase a copy of Keeping the Chattahoochee 
through the University of Georgia Press at 
bit.ly/keepingchattahoochee.

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO SAVE AN 
ENDANGERED RIVER?

“My book, Keeping the 
Chattahoochee, was a labor 

of love: an opportunity 
to tell stories of the 

extraordinary people who 
helped us restore and 

defend the river, as well 
as those who tried to 

stand in our way. These 
tales are woven together 
with nature journaling 

from a year of walks along 
the Chattahoochee, as I 
contemplated the beauty 

and wonder of our natural 
world.” – Sally Sierer Bethea, 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 

from 1994-2014

The Georgia Center for the 
Book included Keeping the 
Chattahoochee on its list of 
books all Georgians and 
young Georgians should 
read in 2024.
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WHAT WOULD 
Atlanta, Georgia, and the 
Chattahoochee River Basin be 
like without CRK’s leadership?

– Dave Kirkpatrick, Co-Chair, 
CRK Board of Directors

In a perfect world, the federal, state, 
and city governments would be on 
watch and protecting our natural 
resources, but it just doesn’t work that 
way. The Chattahoochee River needs a 
defender.  CRK – a community-powered 
organization – has embraced this role and 
the list of accomplishments over the past 
30 years is prolific and historic.

Colonial Pipeline
J.M. Huber Corporation

Cox Enterprises
Yamaha

Kia

Aflac
Southwire

Callaway Foundation
Alice H. Richards Fund

WestPoint Fund

City of LaGrange
Newnan Utilities

Carroll EMC
Coweta-Fayette EMC

Coweta County Public Works

Our movement to protect and preserve the Chattahoochee 
River watershed is 10,000 members strong. We’re trash 
collectors, canoe paddlers, water samplers, fly anglers, 
activists and more who share a common goal: ensuring 

our river flows with enough clean water to sustain 
communities now and for generations to come.

Your support sustains vital water protection programs 
like trash removal, water quality monitoring, and 
environmental advocacy, as well as our Floating 

Classroom and Water Warriors education programs. 
Membership also connects you to a community of like-

minded people who make clean water a priority.

CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG/DONATE

JOIN OUR 
MOVEMENT:
become a 
member today.

WE ALL HAVE A HAND 
in making sure our river is 

safe and healthy.

CLASS IS IN SESSION 
aboard the Miss Sally and 
Chota Princess II! 
Over the years, these vessels have 
welcomed more than 100,000 students 
to participate in the Floating Classroom 
program on West Point Lake and Lake 
Lanier. Thanks to the support of our 
generous partners, students get to 
experience hands-on STEM activities 
while learning about their source of 
drinking water up close.

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SPONSORS!

A FAMILIAR SIGHT 
on the Hooch! 
Riverkeeper Jason Ulseth 
navigates CRK’s custom-built 
patrol boat down the river, 
joined by Board members Jamie 
Pryor, Gerard Gunthert, and staff 
member Candace Baumann. CRK 
routinely patrols and tests water 
quality throughout the entire 
Chattahoochee River Basin.
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Superb melodies, big smiles, and delightful weather 
– the second annual Waterfest was truly memorable! 

This spring Chattahoochee Riverkeeper hosted our 14th annual 
Sweep the Hooch, a watershed-wide cleanup. 

6020 River View Road SE, 
Suite 100
Smyrna, GA 30126

SWEEP THE HOOCH
March 22, 2025 | Watershed-wide

MEMBER CELEBRATION
November 3, 2024 | Atlanta, GA

SAVE THE DATE

More than 1,200 
volunteers helped 
to remove 32.5 tons 
of trash from the 
Chattahoochee River 
and its lakes and 
tributaries. We’re 
grateful to all the 
event’s participants 
and sponsors for 
putting us one step 
closer to our vision 
of a trash-free 
Chattahoochee.

A heartfelt thank you 
to the nearly 1,200 
attendees who joined us 
at Midland Greenway 
in Gainesville to revel 
in the festivities, as 
well as to the gifted 
artists and musicians, 
guest exhibitors, and 
our amazing team of 
volunteers and sponsors 
who made the event 
extraordinary!

Keep up with all of CRK’s events at chattahoochee.org/events.


